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CIA OLD TOWN GROUP REHEARSES 


i Bi which she will work into the pro- 
pres sa ped ker her capacity as choreography di- 
"Which will go — rector. Mrs. Batchelor also will play a chorus 
і 29, 30 and 21 and again giri im the үрдісіне. Лан Ва, uu 
s the IDES Hall on West J St. reci е -successfi 
DERE шын Ii welchen os Waltz," is serving as producer Гог this show. 
demonstrates an intricate 4 
D a 


г 


| 
ier 
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BENICIA — The Benicia Old 
Жет presented а slick 
tion of a farout fantasy 

| to a slightly stunned, but enthu- 
siastic, first night audience last 


night in the Old Tovn Theatre 
in Benicia. 


The hero of this three-act com- 
jor Dinny Jones, an average 
¡time in is tracks “through Ps : 2 : E ч Old "Town: Ран production of 
“couple of and х 7 Witches" last weekend were enth 
duction, which will have ¡ts final staging tonight in 
B ld Town Theater, Left, Charles MeDa 
shared directing honors with Harry Bauer, 
Mr, and Mrs, Cecil McDonald. Above, "Beni 


з. Otto R 
Recknagel, Lower le 
cocktails from another "Be 
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FAL 1969 
«тнє TAVERN" 


| 


D TOWN THEATRE, 140 WEST "У" St. (I D. E. S. Hall) 
28, 29 December 5, 6 December 12, 13 


The Solano College Department 
The Benicia Old Town Greup 


JOINTLY PRESENT 


e Tavern” 


by George M. Cohan 


66 


Directed by 
CHARLES T. McDERMON 


Assistant Director 
MISTRESS SUSAN rae SCOTT 


General Chairman 
MME. GENEVIEVE COONRADT 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
(in order of appearance) 


-. MASTER DENNIS MULLIGAN 

MISTRESS CHRISTINE WELLINS 

. MISTER ROBERT K. WINTERS 

WILLUM ... . MASTER ARNOLD HAMILTON 

VAGABOND MISTER SPENCER DAWSON 

VIOLET 2 . MADAME NORMA SHARON 

GOVERNOR LAMSON ... MISTER JAMES KELLEHER 

MRS. LAMSON ..................................... MADAME MARY VICKERS 

VIRGINIA LAMSON MISTRESS MELİSSA PRITCHETT 

- MISTER ТІМ GORELANGTON 

MISTER PAT BRENNAN 

. MISTER WILLIAM HATFIELD 

SHERIFF'S MAN, JOSHUA . ... MISTER J. EUGENE BOYLE 

ATTENDANT STEVENS MISTER L. B. MARTI 

PIANIST ... ONEITA (Fingers) FEENEY 

PROMPTER (if needed) .... ....... SUSAN rae SCOTT 
PLEASE REFRAIN FROM THROWING MONEY!!! 

OLIO POTPOURRI 
GEORGE M. COHAN MEDLEY 


.. NAUGHTY NURSE 


SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 

ACTI 

Somewhere an Early American Past 
ACT I 

Two hours later . Somewhere—An Early American Past 


LADIES, PLEASE REMOVE YOUR HATS!!! 


Benicia Old Town 
Group To Present 


2-Act Melodrama 


elter 


[station оп a stormy 


and 
є in Benicia, 


catered dinner and 

8:30 рт. А 6 pm. 

cocktail hour precedes the din- 
included 


| The Benici 
(15 located at 140 West J 5 


Unexpected guests who seek shelter in "The — left ta right Christine Welling as Sally, Dennis 
"Tavern" on a stor у 


n a» Zack and Arnie Hamilton as Wil- 
ntertaining mele ed him, The dinner theater is planned Nov, 28:20 
joint h 1 and Dec. +6 and Dec, 12- 

Theater in 


m 
Department, The tast includes Spencer Daw- — Chronicle 
son as the Vagabond, sitting (ору asd from 


In the Fall of 1969 there was George Ы. Cohan's "The 
Tavern", the second production of a Melodrama, well received 
by the audiences ak the Benicia Old Town Theatre. The theatre 
is Benicia"s IDES Holl und its use all these years has been 
gratefully avpreciated by the theatre group. 


PAGE 12 — Vallejo Times-Herald, Wed., Dec. 10, 1969 


By FRANCIS FLAHERTY She portrays a demented) 
The Benicia Old Town Group|woman who repeatedly accuses) 
land the Solano College dramalvirtually every male in the cast 
department currently are col-jof contributing to her downfall, 
laborating again, and this time|a circumstance thal was а fig- 


Tavern Production! 
Totally Enjoyable | 


their production is “Thelment of a hyper-active imagi- 
Tavern,” which shapes up as|nation. 
a satire on melodrama. Her performance was far and 

It's totally enjoyable despite|away better than anything she 
the fact the action is at leastihad previously done, and 
mildly repetitious. One big Dayıson was his usual superb 
reason the play is being so well:self. 
received is that few casts} We also were impressed by 
within memory have given such James Kelleher, who played the 
an impression of absolutely governor, a man unhappily af 
|being in love with what they|flidled with something like, 
are doing. locomolor ata: 

It's а big cast — 16 per- Pritchelt, who was sce 
formers: in all — and thejgovernor's daughter, and by} 
direction was handled ably by Dennis Mulligan and Arnold) 
Charles T. MeDermori, head of Hamilton. 

Solano College's drama! Robert К. Winters, a pi 
department. lof the Old Town Group, wa 
He confided that ‘‘Thejfine as the tavern keeper: 
Tavern,” by the late famed|Christine Wellins, the tavern 
vaudvillian George M. Соһап, maid, screeched’ nobly, (and 
i"bombed" in New York around here it should be noted thi 
the turn of the century уеп іѕ relatively easy to become 
Jit first was produced. ‘conditioned to Screams and 
If it did, and there is mo gunfire, distractions which oc- 
[reason to doubt il, the underly cur with great frequency in 
jing fact behind the fail h Tavern”). 

jably was that Cohan i | Piano accompaniment 

| i 

| 


on his work being La ken provided by Fe 
seriously. who has done th 
MeDermon and 1 
Mook а tongu 
i produ 

recounts for 1 
id an egg on Broad 


Spencer 
only a 
most 


T 


inatio 


із ably 
imber of 


Benicia's Old Town group 
to present "The Tavern' 


“The Tavern."" a Students may 
melodrama described as а 
local version of Tom Jones, 
will be the next joint theatre 
presentation by the Benicia 
Old Town Group and Solano 
College Drama Department. 

The t wo- a c t melodrama, 
written by George M. Cohan 
and directed by Charles T. 
MeDermon who heads the 
college drama department, is 
a swashbuckling tale th 
takes place in a way station. 
The production includes a 
between acts olio. 

The melodrama, planned as 
a di theatre on three 
conse Fridays and 
Saturday N 
28 and 


are plan- 
med а dinner at 7 
p.m, and the play will follow 
at 8:20 p.m. Tax and tip are 
included in the $6 ad 


Po bert Vinters- 
Тал Кее? е? 
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СОМЕ VISITORS WHO SAW OLD TOWN 
“ANNIVERSARY WALTZ”. PRODUCTION 


4 De ¡cia Harald, Thursday, Morena? 24, E j 


Furst E FFort Benicia Hall 


„ | Gets Ready 
|For Show 


| Ели. gae | 


| "ANNIVERSARY | 
wart] " | 


Henicia 01а п Players sresonted 
"Anni, “alta; for one weekend 
The presentation was a success und tho 


nwoited events exch : | 
will also be presented on 

Sunday evening, November 15 
Tickets are avallable in 
| limited numbers for opening| 
night, November 13 and for No- 
ber 15 by calling Benicia 
0120 days or 745-010 eve- 

ings. 

4 i E "They may also Бо obtained at 
> MUSIC | | the Adamo Music. Center, 814 
2 М € Marin, ín Vallejo. Tickets are 
the DRAMA MUS DANCE | $ for tho dinner and theater. 
e trans- MUR RU esr ) he dinner will be preceded Бу 
ner-tneater SSE қ səli. sayıl, Hoc, 2 а по host cocktail hour starting 
here are а at 6 p.m. on Friday and Satur-| 

e cast, and \ day and 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
ari next | The cast of "Anniversary | 
s Waltz" is headed’ by Sally Mee 
and Gene Moretton and includes 


^ > 


y 


Р : 
1 z Prior to tha п / ary Waltz," aces able are Mr. and Mex. W 
er, Kit, of Napa. 


Ticket 5 ; 
The Benicia Old Town Player Ün ən | 


present 


Anniversary Waltz For Play 


Tickets are now on sale for | 
the Вепісіа Old Town Group din- 
JEROME CHODOROV and JOSEPH FIELDS ner-theater “presentation "Anni- | 

versary Waltz", to be held No- | 

Produced by vember 13 and 14 at the Oldtown 
HARRY BAUER Theater in the IDES Hall. 

Gene Moretton has been signed | 
Directed by for the leading role in the play, 
a sophisticated comedy dealing 
BILL GRANGER \ with a young couple's 15th wed- 
ding anniversary and a few com- 

"plications incident thereto. Moret- | 
CAST ion is a versatile performer who 
(In order of appearance) is equally at home acting or sing- 
__ RHEA LEONARD | irg. While studying voice at the 
| San Francisco Conservatory he 

......... BOB BAUER attracted the attention of Ferde 

sss SALLY MEE | Grofe, which resulted in а con- 
«гасі for a television series pro- 

BARBARA LIGHTLE тас} les pro”. | 
duced by Mr. Grofe and parts in 
GENE MORETTON two motion pictures. He also 


worked with Mr. Grofe in several 


” LESTER HENSLEY muta 
stage lays, including “Dr, 

EDITH LEWIS ies c c M 

ESSTOMIGOLT The play will run two eve- 


BRICK SPRINGER nings, with a no-hos: cocktail 
- HARRY BAUER "erc ded 


ion is $5.00 which includes | 


GRACE BAUER 1 
BOB VVINTERS Euh me dinner and play, and; 


SCENES 

1e play takes place in the living room of the Walters" apartment 
The time із the present. 
About 7 o'clock on a spring evening DM ) 2 и 
7 тїш Intermissi i | "The Nov. ІЗ opening of "Anniversary Waltz," Contra Costa counties. Ара „Ай... ешн 
 ““—-— Sponsored ву the Old-Town Group, proved а Batchelor, Жей, greets Vallejoaas Mrs. George 

gala affair not only for Benicia but also f Janes, Nir, and Mew. Paul Barney snd Jules ta 
neighboring communities in Solano, Napa and the play 


morning 


final curtain 
s Play Service, Inc, New York 


jd und 
f Haz 


агу.Апп 
on, Tim 


EXECUTIVE STAFF д Napa Regis? 
1 Benicia Theatre 

Three names well-known 

for their acting and directing 

Jers’ plays will bé 

new henicia 


airman 


<. € є 13-14 the 

and Program 7 і ч 1 Hali there, First and 
icity Fr. Char 4 r | 
ding Wedecoration Ch i 

не by Doug à a Frey, Bin Barbera Fugate, Раш. altz." They are ВІЙ Grain 
Maze) Tobin, Tom ai їсКа, y Juanita Billings, Joo and Helen he ЖАН a 
рде әлек TEEN CLUB, Norman and Gene Moreton, 
Larry Fitzpatrick, Ех Howard, Evelyn 5 1 N ‹ чө 
қы Adamo Music Center. Valk Winters, Winters виб ж жаз ner л 
Culvers Hardware. Benicia Antiques Gare же. King Realty, gram J -— 
ington House Galleries, Alamo Galleries і sight 46 


Box 
— ә ек ai 


м tive Ben) 


Byron Coan. 
y Wat ^ A 5 " 
a 


UMA guam dus "Anniver anc, vindi 
о) Aehəci Hand are shown do the b қ 
еі vf the Wheatrical, plan а sin «іше | K - ls ом н 

КЕТ” айм 


148-0146 
E — - vp duras d 
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Mogna Мито y. 
the Сом СЮ ark Im 
Kez dn” So Sud. 


HU L. КОРТ 


> 
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A TERRA LINDA LITTLE THEATRE 
Production At 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE 


December 9 & 10, 1966 


түйе Jj 
Benian СА 
OLD TOWN GROUP 
SPONSOR “0H DAD” 
DECEMBER 9 £ 10 


Benicia residents will have a | 


chance to seo the much discuss- 
ed Arthur Кори play, "Oh Dad, 
Poor Dad, Mama's Hung You In 
"The Closet and Im Feelin’ So 
Sud," on December 9 and 10. 

Barbara Fugate, president of 
the Benicia Old Town Group, an- 
nounces that a highly successful 
production of the play produced 
and directed by Karl Barron for 
the Terra Linda Little Theatre in 
Marin County, will be available 
fog the two performances. 


Miss Fugate said that a com- | 


mittee from the Old Town Group 
saw the Marin show several 
weeks ago and recommended it 
to a membership meeting last 
week, which voted to bring the 
play in as the first production at 
the Benicia Old Town Theatre 
for the 1986-67 season. The Old 
"Town Group is planning to pro- 
duce "Forty" an original play, in 
February. 

The Terra Linda production of 
“Oh Dad” will be jointly spon- 
sored by the Drama Department 
of Solano College, with members 
of the Old Town group giving 
technical aid. The 1. D. E. S. Hall 
association has made the theatre 
available from December 7, at 
which time Barron and his tech- 
nicians will be in town to set up 
the-lighting and sets. 

Included in the cast are Jessie 
Diffley, Valice Harder, Dave Min- 
nich.and Art Zasada in leading 
ToléS. The entire company, num- 
bering about &.dozen, expects to 
stay overnight on Friday at ihe 
Alamo Galleries, where proprfe- 
tor” Richard Morris will make 
sleeping facilities available, 

Reservations may be made by 
culling 745-0130, and tickets will 
be available ві the door,' priced 
at $2.50, 5125 for students. Cur- 
tain time is 8:30 p.m. 


Also in 1966 vas the only sponsering of а play by another 


group: 


Terra Linda Little Theatre's avant garde сопеду, 


"Oh Dad, Poor Dad, Mama"s Hung You in the Closet end I'm 


Feelin" So Sad", 


The Cabaret Theatre evenings were sponsored 


jointly by the Benicia Old Town Players ond the Solano 


College Drama Department, 


Vallejo Times Нега] 
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Fair Fre 1d Repub Tic, рес EN 
Broadway Hit in Benicia 


The Benecia Old Town Group |Тета Linda Little Theatre," 
and the Drama Department of|Miss Fugate said, “That we de 
Solano College will be hosts De-| cided it would make a fine open- 
cember 9 and 10. to a highiy er for our current season. We 
successful Marin County ргобис- | plan to produce Gerard A. Lar- 
tion of Arthur Kopit's Broadway|son's original play "Forty" із 
hit "Oh Dad. Poor Dad, Mama's February, but feel that the 
Hung You In The Closet And theatre should not be dark until 
Im Feelin’ So Sad." then. Hence this striking comedy 
| Barbara Fugate, president of |of; lhe absurd by Harvard pro- 
the Old Town Group, said а fessor Kopit. 
committee’ sam the show in IS) вол will come to Benicia 
Inacio several weeks ago. and ү) саца ен 
[contracted to bring it to the on рсе EY Meis" the. saki 
| Bepiciay "OM почт eris When sive hope to have a large turo- 
its Marín run concluded. | 

"oer: = ei Ead decl E 
[this production, produced and OF Ments at intermission, but the 
İrected by Karl Barron for thel play will məx bardə abin 

style as we have done our melo- 
dramas." 

Tickets at $250 (students $1.25) 
are available by phoning 745-0150 
and wil be sold at the deor 
on performance nights. Curtain | 
is at 8:30 pm. 


о MAPA COUNTY'S 


ҒҮЛТІГІ ЛЕ 152122413 
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бос ы and Suterday 


Comedy Will Open 
Іп Benicia Tonight | 


BENICIA — The Old Town) The різу, an absurd comedy 

Group and the drama department | by Arthur Корй, a professor az 

of Solano College will be hosts | Harvard University, has been 

tonight and Saturday night to|produced amd direcied by Karl 

| be Marin County production of Barron, a 25-уеаг stage veter: 

| oh Dad, Poor Dad, Mama's} “We were so impressed with 
Er ni ry Closet and Tm | this production that we decided | 

5 it would make a fine opening at- 

Curtain time will be at 8:30 traction for our current sezme.” 

p.m, both nights of the show, and | Miss Fugate said 

tickets are $2.50 for adults; $135 | we ph А 

for students. [| RAS cage ый Loy 
Barbara Fugate, president of iğinal play, Forty," in Febru- 

the Old Town Group, said а com-| ТУ, Dut feel that our theatre 

mittee saw the play several Es = be dark until then. 

weeks ago in Ignacio, and core | That is why we asked the Marin 

tracted to bring it to Ше Benicia | SUP bere 

Theatre when its Marin run| The Old Town Group will serve 


comedy of (be absunl plays at Benicia | 
| 
| 


жт refreshments af intermissions, 
— № the play will not be done 

cabaret style, in (һе manner ої 

other Old Town presentations. | 

The leading role in the cox | 

edy, that of Madame Rostpeitle, 


ment 

Others in the cast are 
Harder, Dave  Minnich, 
Zasada, Bob Eldred, Lou Mason, 
Rick Burris and Claude Mon 
(oya, 


4) 


наға by the Benicia ОШ Town Group +- Solano College 


< tickets : 5.00 


Winters, Winters € Coan 7457 0130 
Baucia 5,108 15 € Store 


Fridays & Saur 


April 21 £- 22, 
5 2820 
7 Мау 526 
7 


Lasailes Rug 2 Uphols 643-5024 
Redwood Thn Ре 


2” ; 


2 
A 


r 
7 1 
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In 1967, "Forty" fas iique in two ways: it was the 
pude а е оний “ədir eS. 
at Snoremento State, MEA “оз the Galy tinan acting vole 
was played by ito diretor, Chorlog f, Re Легион, Dr:; 
Inetructor зі Soleno College, direct six Denicia Theutre- 
Solano College pl: ná one summer drama school bet 

1964 and 1969. 


The Benicia Old Town Group 


Solano College Drama 
Department 


jointly present 


FORTI” 


by Dr. Gerard A. Larson 


Directed by 
CHARLES T. McDERMON 


April 21, 22, 28, 29 
May 5,6 


Benicia Old Town Theatre 
140 West 7 Street, Вепісіа 


4 l167 


Le Пе те Tyme ~ “dul 
Old Town Group's 
Play Wins Praise 


15 FLAHERTY jon his р lar v 


BENICIA T 


Ka. Um. 


ого TOWN GROUP ^ 


ТО PRESENT PLAY 
IN APRIL AND MAY 


the Benicia 
presentation of 
heen set өз 


Fins) dates for 
ом 


"к 
dinner -theatr 


‚ Ron 
and Gen 

| Coonradt. Ж 
"Ihe play із co-sponsored by the 
Old Town Group and Solano С 
Charles MeDermon, іше 
Mor in dramaties, is З 
Forty" and also plays the 
role of a man Just turned forty. 
The dinner will be catered by 
Claude Settle of Ше Redwood 


Inn. 5 
Tickets аге available at Fitz- 

| Gerald's Hardware and Winters, 
Winters & Coan, phone 745-0130. 


| lege. 


Old Town'sNext Play 
Offers Unique Theater 


‘The Benicia Old Town тъне 


һе other members 


and crew ied now the 
Junior College и 
talents tor а 
ture into creative thy 
Benicians have otfere 
perience and їж 
Charles. MeDermon, 
has been abl 
bine them with the 
riculum, Members of the 
been travelling to Be 
a week to gait |е 
actual theater | 5 
cust mem | Wint 


time 


duction, 

The play, Forty, a comedy | 
written by Gei 

Sacramento State Colle 


ay at 
home, 
{ Commiltee chairmen for 
several unusual features in teci-| house committees, host 
nique and in audience involve-| programs, d orations, ete., wi 
ment. Another rarity is that the! appointed by general cha’ 
Johnson. Work сой 
as (һе! chairmen Ron Johnson. 
struction, and Phyllis М 
properties, reported that с 
thing was going smoothl 
paration for the three 
| Larry FitzPatrick, liaison 
¦ Claude Settle of the Redwood 
Inn, 

After the meeting, volunteers 
spent the rest of ihe evening 
readying “mailers” to be sent 
to the patrons of the previous 
dinner-thealer evenings who had 
signed the mailing list. 


| 
¡Last Night 
ue For Play 


BENICIA— One final perfor- 
mance of the popular play, 
“Forty.” a joint production ої 
the Solano College Drama ре 
|partment and the Benicia Old 
Town Ployers, will be given Sat- 
urday night, May 19, at the Be- 
nicia Old Town Theater under| 


ете. 


“© 


College Circle K Club and the 
Suburban Kiwanis Club. 
dinner will be served in connec-| 
tion with this one performance. 

Special prices for this presen- 
tation will be $2.50 for adults and 
$1 for students. Tickets may be 
obtained from members of tl 
Circle K or Suburban Кім: 
Club or from the Solano College 
Student Store. İ 

The play is directed by Charles | 
MeDermon of the college drama | 
department, who also plays the 
leading role. He is assisted by 
several of his students in drama | 
plus some of the outstanding per- 
formers of the Benicia Old Town 

| Players. 


-- 


A 
25] 
4 
1 
3 
ə 
1 


HOSTESSES AWAIT 


These four women are members of he | 
hostess committee selected lo greet audiences | 
attending the spring production of the Beni- | 
cia Old Town Players and Solano College 
drama department which will be presented | 
again tonight and Saturday in Benicia, The | 
group's current play is “Forty,” a comedy 


THEATER-GOERS 


by Dr. Gerard Larson. From the lel are 
Lynn Fitzpatrick, chairman, Alice Rothwell, 
Bonnie Gaw and Janet Stone. Festivities be- 
gin with a no-host cocktail hour at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by a catered dinner and the stage 
production. Reservations may be made by 
calling 745-0130 days or 745-3325 evenings. 


Diablo Area 
forward tò and attend the pap 
per presestatloto М 


the sponsorship of the Solano| Winters. T 


Daily 


Transeript 


т--- 


Editor s tte. А 


redii ай 


the 
Old Town Players 


y hilarious 


quite convinel 
istraught wife, Gi 
reverses her posit 
become the lou: 
ly 


i few of her г 
and then 
comes up 


lack 


Larry's and Gloria 
Benjamin and 
ей 


, the perennial 


A 


(Concord. 


и SET س‎ © 
| Audiontes’. Approve 4 


Е SPRG (967 | 


“FORTY 


= A ашу 


Friday Show 
Tickets Left 


BENICIA 
performance 


n Players an 

1WAS EFFECTIVE ege drama departm 
t. Di but a number of tickets 
T n р E e for Friday's 


снега 

МЕКТІМЕ и 

des ы e ds b ы wed by а catered din 
n et 

The 
Pu 
ape мы 


pem 
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“OUR Town" 


 QUB TOWN 


* BY THORNTON WILDER " 


| PRODUCED BY THE 
! SOLANO COLLEGE DRAMA 
DEPARTMENT AND 


THE BENICIA OLD 
TOWN GROUP 


774res 


is “Our Town” scene, Father Webb convinces his daugh- 
ən go ahead and get married to her childhood 
beau. Ed Kribs portrays Webb and Beverly Erickson is Emily 
in the play which will feature in Benicia during the next three 
weekends, Play characters in the background, left to right, 
Maryann Winters, Bob Winters and Gen Coonradt. The pro- 
duction is а joint effort of the Solano College Drama Depart- 


perald Tony, теє" 


'Our Town' 
In Benicia 


3 Weekends | 


"Our Town, 
er's Pulitzer 
America 
Benicia the week 
nd 26-27 
з T. McDermon, head 
of the Solano College | 
ireetih the 
Old To 


‘Thornton Witt 


| 
Town Theater (IDES Hal ол! 
West J Street. İ 


Friday nights, Jan. 12, 19 and] 
26, will feature an Ice Cream! 
Soda Parlor theater. Box office 

7 opens at 7:30 and curtain time] 
is 8:30 p.m. Ice cream special- 
ties, in keeping with the period 
of the play, will be offered for 
sale. Tickets are $2.50 for adults, 
$1.50 with studentbody cards and 
children 50 cents. 

Dinner Theater on Saturday 
nights will be catered by Claude 
Settle of the Redwood Inn. Tick- 
ets for dinner and the show are 
$5, including tax. Bar items are 


DIRECTED BY 
С.Т. MEDERMON 


Tho next two pleys, "Our Town" in 1968 and "The Tine 
OT Your Lifo" in 1969, were productions of well-known end 


well-liked 'oloscics! for three weekends of 


Friday Ico Cream 


Parlour and Saturday Dinner Theatre evenings. In fact, 
"Tho Time of Your Life" did so well that it was held over for 


a fourth Dinner Theatre evening. 


Later in the Spring, the 


01d Tom Theatre Group sponsored an afternoon of children's 


ballot, "Hensel and Gretel" 


of Benicia, 


[Tryouts Sunday 


үр” 
Had 

Тһе play calis for a variety 
al roles який a variety of ages. 
Anyone wishing № tryout for an 
Ang part or as 


Folly Webb 
Же, George 


Мәден Body. president 

Foley, vice үтендек! 

wi ріжу tri roles ii heê ре 
ТА 


done by tho Nell Dennis School 


ema. 
"OUR TOWN" TONIGHT 


Бек office opeis at 7:39 pum. today and curtain time is 82% 
fer the production of “Qar Томи” іп Benicia’s IDES Mall. 
Tonight's play эй! feature ба Ice Cream Soda Parlor theater 
and а бите theater, entered by Claede Settle of the Relwood 
Ме, wil! be presented Saterday by reservation only. Bob 
Karts, init, wed Beverly Erickson portray the young Jovers 
ів Thornton Wilder's prize-winning American classic. The play 
joint effort of the Bemicie Old Town Group and the drama 
Pi si йш» Junior College. Tbe same production 

be Шым ке the weekends ol Jan. 1930 amd 3627. 


ment and the Вепісіа Old Town Group. 


МЕ D 


Wilder's Classic 


Simple But Strong 


By FRANCIS FLAHERTY 


was slaged with aplomb and 
verve — the latter a bit in ex- 
| cess — over the weekend by the 
Old Town Group, which received 
a noble assist from the Solano 
College Drama Department. 

There is a gnawing doubt here 
whether the terms “aplomb” 
and “verve” are compatible. 
There also exists some 
uneasiness as to whether the Old 
Town Group can continue to 
function without much in the 
way of stage or sets. 

“Our Town," of course, re- 
quired nothing more than a 
stage big enough to ac- 
commodate at one time or 
another, 38 of the 39 people in- 
volved in the presentation, with 
only a handful of these called on 
for speaking parts. 

The Wilder play thus must 
have occasioned’ contradictory 
ideas among the spectators, 
some finding it puzzlingiy bor- 
ing; others viewing the action as 
a theatrical delight, particularly 
Since the only encumbrances 
were costumes and the most 
austere of props, if they were 

at. 


"Our Town" 15 one of those 
stories so beautifully simple — 
Wilder wrote it in the 30s — that 
the Elmer Rices, Laurence 
Stallings, and maybe even the 
O'Neills — must have wondered 
why they didn't think ot doing it 
first. 

It's merely about a little town 
іп New Hampshire, a village 
ihat might just as well have 
been in Kansas or the State of 

¡Washington or anywhere else in 
| the Union, for that matter. And 
the only story line concerns the 
lives, loves and deaths of the 


They could be more interesting 
people, but in this instance the 
Whole is of greater importance 
than the sum of its parts. That's 
why only a handful of the sizable 
cast is charged with the 
responsibility of carrying (һе 
play. 

CHIEF ROLES 

Chief among them are Robert 
Winters, the "stage manager,” a 
role made famous by the late 

rank Craven, and Beverly 
Erickson, the lovely and tragic 
heroine of the play . 

Winters, who speaks from 
ground level below stage center, 
merely outlines the action (һа! is 
about to transpire on stage. 

The lines might be dismissed 
as "gossip" outside the theater; 
actually they are not. The stage 
ind is merely talking about 
Ше "doings" in “Our Town" as 
he recorded them in his memory 
around the turn of the century. 

Miss Erickson's crystalclear 
voice comes over beautifully, but 
through no fault of hers there 
appears to be a gap in the story 
She is supposed to be enacting, 
principally with the assistance of! 
Robert Kurtz, the young man| 
she loves, marries, and even-| 
tually leaves widowed. 


BRINGS HER BACK 


The death of Emily, of course, 
reflects all the poignancy of. 
"Our Town" but Wilder 
prevents emotions from running 
аток, by bringing back with 
her, other departed citizens of 
the hamlet who s their 
amorphous statb with 
equanimity, if not with’ relish, 
As we mentioned, Miss 
Erickson was ethereal in her 
role, and our only critical 
observation of Winters would be 
that he appears to declaim a bit 
too swiftly, not as if he were 


; inhabitants, 
—<$< — 


College Plans 
Benicia Play 


Many of the problems of 
Charles MeDermon, instructor 
in drama at Solano College, will 
vanish into thin air in jus! a few 
years when the new campus of 
the college is completed оп Sui- 


| sun Valley Road near Rockville, 


inasmuch as the plans for the 

new college include a modern 

theater for stage productions. 
Meanwhi 

г 


Únting to cope 

probleras they alw 
y for presen! 
Hall in Benicia 
ation is Th 


carefully choosing his words as 
-age--* New England might be 
Ain.) to do. 
s mentioned earlier, if 
plena triumph for the Old 
Secitoup and the Solano 
Drama Department, it 
| fave been dearly won, no 
e of Director Charles Mc- 
hü intended. His ingenuity 
Ja «Shines through here, 
| Ser or later, and almost 
nly the former view will 
dl, the Group must find a 
le theater — or vehicles 
| DES Hall can accommodate 
present state. 
play will be presented two 
Fire weekends, with the О! 
İ an Group's traditiona г. 
| ‘ater featured Saturdays, Jan. 
gam 


— separate. Cocktails will be 
served at 6 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. 
and curtain time at 8:30 p.m. 
The Saturday night theater will 
be by reservations only. 

Reservations and Friday night 
tickets may be obtained at Mun. | 
ter Music, 501 Georgia St., Val- 
lejo; Continental Business Equip- 
ment, 800 School St., Napa, 255-| 
1080; Wold's Benicia 5, 10 and 
15 Store, First Street; Winters, 
Winters and Coan, 745-0130, Ве- 
nicia, and through members of| 
Ше cast and the Benicia Old | 
Town Group. 1 


OLD TOWN 
GROUP TO PRESENT 
PLAY IN JANUARY 


Вепісіа Old Town Group 
Theatre and the Solano College 
Drama department will present 
the joint production of the Amer- 
ican classic by Thornton Wilder, 
"Our Town" at the Benicia Old 
Town Theatre (I. D. E. S. Hall) 
Friday and Saturday nights dur- 
ing January. 

January Sth, Solano College 
Circle K Club sponsors the play 
with "Student Night" Tickets 
will be available on Campus at 
Solano College or from Circle К 
members. 

On the following weekends, 
January 12 and 13, 19 and 20, and 
26 and 27, Friday nights will fea- 
ture Ice Cream Socials. On sale 
will be ice cream sundaes, floats, 
and fancy ice creams of the turn 
of the century. Doors open at 
7:30, curtain time 8:30. Tickets: 
$2.50 for adults, $1.00 with stu- 
dent body cards, and children 
$.50. 

Dinner Theatre on Saturday 
nights will again be catered by 
Claude Settle of the Redwood 
Inn. Tickets for dinner and show 
are $5.00, including tax. Bar 
items separate. — Dinner at 
6:30, curtain time 8:30. Dinner 
tickets will be by reservations on- 
ly. Reseravtions may be made at 
Winters, Winters and Coan, 
phone 745-0130. 

Charles McDermon, head of 
the Solano College Drama De- 

| partment, directs a cast of over 
| 30 Solano College students and 
| Вепісіа Old Town Group mem- 


st is headed by Robert 

Benicia attorney, play- 

ing the stage manager, who mar- 

rates the play; Beverly Erickson, 

a Solano College student, who 

plays Emily, the teroine; and Bob 

Kurtz ,also a Solano College stu- 

dent, who plays George Gibbs, 

Emily's boy friend and husband. 
They are supported by Do 

Nielsen as Dr. Gibbs, Gen Coon- 

radt as Mrz, Gibbs, Maryann Win- 

ters us Mrs. Webb, Ed Kribs as 

mily's father, Bob 

mon Stimson, John 

Constable Warren, 

пе as Howie 


Three more supporting actors 
of special interest are the Vil- 
lanis—Hridgit Villani, her daugh- 
fer Jodie and har son Harvey. 


‘mat amga; a 
of many ч 
T 
ames, the town gossip. 
has played with the Beni- 
‘Town Group many times, 
ny other grou 
saying such roles as the Dea! 
Witches” n 
“Deadwood Dick” Beidgit 
Dovey plays Wallie Webb 
daughter Jodie plays Reheoca 
Gibbs. 
—— 


y In this Scene from “Our Town” to be presented Friday an 
urday in IDES Hall, Father Webb (Ed ye 
daughter, Emily (Beverly Erlekson) to ро abe 

fo her childhood heau, The produc 

the weekends of Jan, 10-20 and 


Solano Junior College Grama depart 
Town Group. 


| Benicia Old Town's 
“Our Town' Play To 


¡Show On Weekend 


"Our Town" Thorntona з 
Wilder's Pulitzer prize wi 
American classic, 
pri 


opens cı 
8:20 p.m. lee erenm 
The same production also will | in keepng th 
be offered on the weekends of play, will be ой 
Jan. 19-20 and 26-27. It is a joint | Dinner Theater on 
effort by the Old Town Group! nights will be catered b) 
and the drama department at|Settle of the Redwo 
Solano Junior College. | Cocktails 
Charles T. Dearmon, head ШЕ - dinner at 7 p.m. 
the drama department, is direct- | time at & рт 
ing this play which will feature; Sat: t th 
-— | reservation 
| Reservations 
| tickets may 
¡Wold's Benicia 5 
¡store, First street: 


Fes He Pall Tan 1411788 


Wilder's Classic 
Simple But Strong 


By FRANCIS FLAHERTY 


ICIA — Thorton Wilder's| 
beloved. sic. "Our Town, 
was staged with aplomb and 
verve — the latter a bit in e: 
cess — over the weekend by 
Old Town Group, which received 
а noble assist from the 
College Drama Departmen 

There is a gnawing doubt 
whether the terms 
and “verve” are compati 
There also exists som 
uneasiness as to whether the Old 
Town Group can continue to 
function without much im (bəl 
way of stage or sets. 5 

"Our Town,” of course, re-|. 
quired nothing more than a 
stage big enough to 
commodate at оле time or 
another, 33 of the 39 people in- m 
volved in the presentation 

handful of thi 

aking parts. 


re Costumes m е | 
austere of props, if they y те! 
that | 


ей, 


production of | | 
іо more 


hede wilt be im 

«Несі селі weekend when d 
m. сто 
2 . % rules fexturwh Sonutdays, Jax 


М and m. 
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Get ready for 


"THE TIME ОҒ убив pur Et 


С of al arm William Saroyan's comedy about the i 
À = You s b. \ е у he inhabitants of 


Nick's Pacific Street Saloon, Restaurant and Entertainment Palace 
by G2 


~c'ano 


Dinner Theatre “January 11 18 25 


Soda Parlor Theatre January 10 17 2ч 


Presented by 


The Benicia 01d Town Group 
and 
Solano College Drama Department 


at. 1 
The Benicia Old Town Theatre 


ЖЕ \с\ Vous «> ^ en Directed by 
P P" heate КИ Gy x. зе > Charles Т. McDermon 


Dinner Theatre: Soda Рагіог Theatre: 


All tickets $5.00 Admission 

(includes tax & tip) Adults $2.50 
Students 1.50 

cocktails ( no host) 6:30 Children 1.00 

dinner 7:30 box office opens at 7:30 

curtain 8:30 curtain 8:30 


for ticket information 
phone 745-0130 or 745-3325 


"In the time of mour Life, Live- 
so that in that wondrous time 
you Shall not add to the misery 
and sorrow of the world, but 
shall smile to the infinite 
delight and mystery of Lt." 


William Saroyan 


2 зд, R 

Тһе roughness of old Indian fighter “Kit Carson" portrayed | 

by Frank Pendle, seated left, in this scene from Willlam | 

's “The Time of Your Life,” bristles “Society Lady" ' 

Bridget Villanti. Nick the bartender, owner of the San Fran- | : 

cisco saloon which is the setting for the drama, is charac- я 

terized by Solano College student Marvin Ceresa, standing 

right. His piano playing pal Willie is Jeff Boyle, standing ; 

left. All the characters come to life in the prize-winning play A 

scheduled Jan, 10-11, 17-18 and 24-25 at the Old Town Theatre aed 
Time-Herald Photo. /- 2-77 72/7 | 
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An aom ag T 


FAL 1969 
«тнє TAVERN" 


| 


D TOWN THEATRE, 140 WEST "У" St. (I D. E. S. Hall) 
28, 29 December 5, 6 December 12, 13 


The Solano College Department 
The Benicia Old Town Greup 


JOINTLY PRESENT 


e Tavern” 


by George M. Cohan 


66 


Directed by 
CHARLES T. McDERMON 


Assistant Director 
MISTRESS SUSAN rae SCOTT 


General Chairman 
MME. GENEVIEVE COONRADT 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
(in order of appearance) 


-. MASTER DENNIS MULLIGAN 

MISTRESS CHRISTINE WELLINS 

. MISTER ROBERT K. WINTERS 

WILLUM ... . MASTER ARNOLD HAMILTON 

VAGABOND MISTER SPENCER DAWSON 

VIOLET 2 . MADAME NORMA SHARON 

GOVERNOR LAMSON ... MISTER JAMES KELLEHER 

MRS. LAMSON ..................................... MADAME MARY VICKERS 

VIRGINIA LAMSON MISTRESS MELİSSA PRITCHETT 

- MISTER ТІМ GORELANGTON 

MISTER PAT BRENNAN 

. MISTER WILLIAM HATFIELD 

SHERIFF'S MAN, JOSHUA . ... MISTER J. EUGENE BOYLE 

ATTENDANT STEVENS MISTER L. B. MARTI 

PIANIST ... ONEITA (Fingers) FEENEY 

PROMPTER (if needed) .... ....... SUSAN rae SCOTT 
PLEASE REFRAIN FROM THROWING MONEY!!! 

OLIO POTPOURRI 
GEORGE M. COHAN MEDLEY 


.. NAUGHTY NURSE 


SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 

ACTI 

Somewhere an Early American Past 
ACT I 

Two hours later . Somewhere—An Early American Past 


LADIES, PLEASE REMOVE YOUR HATS!!! 


Benicia Old Town 
Group To Present 


2-Act Melodrama 


elter 


[station оп a stormy 


and 
є in Benicia, 


catered dinner and 

8:30 рт. А 6 pm. 

cocktail hour precedes the din- 
included 


| The Benici 
(15 located at 140 West J 5 


Unexpected guests who seek shelter in "The — left ta right Christine Welling as Sally, Dennis 
"Tavern" on a stor у 


n a» Zack and Arnie Hamilton as Wil- 
ntertaining mele ed him, The dinner theater is planned Nov, 28:20 
joint h 1 and Dec. +6 and Dec, 12- 

Theater in 


m 
Department, The tast includes Spencer Daw- — Chronicle 
son as the Vagabond, sitting (ору asd from 


In the Fall of 1969 there was George Ы. Cohan's "The 
Tavern", the second production of a Melodrama, well received 
by the audiences ak the Benicia Old Town Theatre. The theatre 
is Benicia"s IDES Holl und its use all these years has been 
gratefully avpreciated by the theatre group. 


PAGE 12 — Vallejo Times-Herald, Wed., Dec. 10, 1969 


By FRANCIS FLAHERTY She portrays a demented) 
The Benicia Old Town Group|woman who repeatedly accuses) 
land the Solano College dramalvirtually every male in the cast 
department currently are col-jof contributing to her downfall, 
laborating again, and this time|a circumstance thal was а fig- 


Tavern Production! 
Totally Enjoyable | 


their production is “Thelment of a hyper-active imagi- 
Tavern,” which shapes up as|nation. 
a satire on melodrama. Her performance was far and 

It's totally enjoyable despite|away better than anything she 
the fact the action is at leastihad previously done, and 
mildly repetitious. One big Dayıson was his usual superb 
reason the play is being so well:self. 
received is that few casts} We also were impressed by 
within memory have given such James Kelleher, who played the 
an impression of absolutely governor, a man unhappily af 
|being in love with what they|flidled with something like, 
are doing. locomolor ata: 

It's а big cast — 16 per- Pritchelt, who was sce 
formers: in all — and thejgovernor's daughter, and by} 
direction was handled ably by Dennis Mulligan and Arnold) 
Charles T. MeDermori, head of Hamilton. 

Solano College's drama! Robert К. Winters, a pi 
department. lof the Old Town Group, wa 
He confided that ‘‘Thejfine as the tavern keeper: 
Tavern,” by the late famed|Christine Wellins, the tavern 
vaudvillian George M. Соһап, maid, screeched’ nobly, (and 
i"bombed" in New York around here it should be noted thi 
the turn of the century уеп іѕ relatively easy to become 
Jit first was produced. ‘conditioned to Screams and 
If it did, and there is mo gunfire, distractions which oc- 
[reason to doubt il, the underly cur with great frequency in 
jing fact behind the fail h Tavern”). 

jably was that Cohan i | Piano accompaniment 

| i 

| 


on his work being La ken provided by Fe 
seriously. who has done th 
MeDermon and 1 
Mook а tongu 
i produ 

recounts for 1 
id an egg on Broad 


Spencer 
only a 
most 


T 


inatio 


із ably 
imber of 


Benicia's Old Town group 
to present "The Tavern' 


“The Tavern."" a Students may 
melodrama described as а 
local version of Tom Jones, 
will be the next joint theatre 
presentation by the Benicia 
Old Town Group and Solano 
College Drama Department. 

The t wo- a c t melodrama, 
written by George M. Cohan 
and directed by Charles T. 
MeDermon who heads the 
college drama department, is 
a swashbuckling tale th 
takes place in a way station. 
The production includes a 
between acts olio. 

The melodrama, planned as 
a di theatre on three 
conse Fridays and 
Saturday N 
28 and 


are plan- 
med а dinner at 7 
p.m, and the play will follow 
at 8:20 p.m. Tax and tip are 
included in the $6 ad 


Po bert Vinters- 
Тал Кее? е? 
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Marion Devlin « Women's Editor 


Р THE TAVERN’ 
Sunday Times Herald з ? си | SCORES HIT 


DECEMBER 7, 198% 


Ат Fe (де her 
s 
Gov, Aa mson 


| 


RO À 
Annie Hamilton 


Tim Ке Ие her ҮШ 22777 or (ж паа 
ce 


“ə 74 Vie 57 Chris tine Vibo» а AOL 
2s xU MA eee noA 


Robert Winters, Norma C fria fine We///ns Melissa Prichett, Tim 


- й “rə Т ^ : Gerla ha en tary Vic kers 
Sharon $ Chris Fine We Hens Poher Win ters des. ate) 7^ 2 Се oy er 
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GIRLS rw sos 


FALL 13970 


“ə nə 7 5 3 
ER J EJ 
SERVES ‘THE GIRLS’ | 

E Я 

nicia mailman Gene Wright portrays “Old Jim" the bell- 
biy in (пе Benicia Old Town Group's dinner theater produc- 
tion “The Girls in 59?" which begins this weekend at the 
Old Town Theatre (IDES Hall). Wright was associated with 
WPA theater productions and also worked in radio produc- 
tions. The rolicking political comedy is being staged under 
the direction of Kuri Barron. * 


rect № 
by Karl Barron, who had earlier brought the Terra Linda little | 
Theatre to Benicia, 

Political comedy got a lot of laughs in 1970 and 
one of the biggest laugh-getters was Harry Diavatis, 
directorof tonights play ... 
end now it's time for "Iuv" ... 


3 By FRANCIS FLAHERTY İromance wi 


BENICIA — The Old Tovn which must 


hotel bellboy, 
Gene Wright), (0 | 


"UT. 3 


BA AAA A Ж 
np 


о 


тб 
2 


ж 
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Г BENICIA РІВЕМЕМ'5 MUSTER 


. FUN, FROLIC А 
А 


Old-Time Equipment Gives Annual Exhibitions 


(ТОШ 
E 


ош can roll up the hose girls, the fire's out as the old saying | Jayvees ¢ome marching along. Instead of pulling a bose cart, 


up 
goes. М this is the varsity maybe we should wait until the th , x ч 
y ey өші be pushing >, shoppin cart y 5 Benicia Post 2938, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and its Aux- — section of the huge crowd which watched the line of marcy 


-- Шагу was very much in the forefront of Sunday's Firemen's from the city park vantage point. 
Muster parade in Benicia, In the background is a cross 


Members of the Benicia Old Town Women's last ín Фе hose cart races on Sunday after- Eh $ 

Team proudly display their participati noon bat placing first among enthusiastic R = ES iam | 
trophies awarded in Ше First Annual supporters of the delightful exhibition. They Pioneer 1 from Napa headed by foreman Bob Foley | takes an awful lot of back bending plus huffing and puffing to 
men's Muster. The gals, left to right, Kathy — probably are the only women to compete in was а gasser, The hand-operated pumper is a Jeffers and it produce a strong stream of water. | 
Christo, Pat V hyllis M; г the hisfəry.of hose cart races. 
Rich, ran a m е of 46 seconds placing 


4 Here İs Bloe Boy, a reconstructed Cowing & Co. pum the b 1 tn гг 
x т зве ре la ноу у рами i could only happen in Benicia where this Veterans of would think 
which is the pride of the San Andreas volunteer fire depart- This team always is a serious contender іп Muster d INE, Wachs d a Шин E eyed, Mag fon a rs y 
. е entire route of the parade backwards — so their friends 2 
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Old Town Proves 
'Luv' Is Greatest 


пу F 1$ FLAHERTY "E 


nce of fi is wit 
somebody else, so he fobs off л} 
erfectly good (Dorisf 
s), and his old school! 
i Benicia Town chum, Harry Berlin, а befogged| 
"Theatre Group, ed in 1095, cha p, played. by Richard 
wa! Morris, | 

in 10 do: ROLE, CREATED 
Morris does more 


te himself up. 
NEW INTERPAETATION | The wife appears the most ra- 
| But it is refreshing that a tional of the trio, but even she 
group will take a new lack, and might possibly envision the 
produce works that others grand emotion as just a bit 
{might term a bit on the ехрегі- grander than it generally works 
mental side, although in this in- out. 
stance it should be mentioned All three give performances 
that "Luv" was a hit of some that are nothing short of in- 
proportions а few seasons back. ispired: yet it boggles the mind 
Some people will call it nutty, to think of how ridiculous and 
iwhile others will discern pro- even dismal the ideas propound- 
found depth and even rareed by Schisgal would have 
beauty in the dialogue and in seemed. 
ihe general theme of the play. |TILTED STAGE 
The plot is extremely interest-| The set is likewise outstand- 
ing, but not nearly so much so ing. Because the stage is fairly 
las are Schisgal's characters, high off the floor, the idea was 
| [which number a grand total of conceived of improvising a tilt- 
¡three. ed stage, giving greater visibili- 
| For amateurs, this type of a¡ty to the audience, and as Dia- 
iplay could constitute cruel and vatis said later, making the 
{unusual punishment considering play easier to ; perform, Prin- 
lall the lines and all the defini-|cipal props are a lamp post, а 
tion each has to give to the plot. bridge, (from which Miit and 
| ¡JACK OF TRADES Harry take headers, and а sand || 
The Benicia cast brings it ох. | 
| in outstanding fashion, and to) There's little to add, excepi| 
cap the whole thing, Harry Dia- ve fail to see how the piece 
tis, not only performed a ter- could have been improved upon 


Judy Towey sweeps while her h 
holds the dustpan and daughter, Elyse, 
watches during a cleanup on the set of "Luv 


VALLEJO TIMES HERALD 
MAY 13, 1971 


r 
E 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE 


U FRIDAYS » SATURDAYS 
MAY T8*H5»2122 
v 


145-0130 


Manilar с Doug Frey works ва the cables 


A 
ibe “raked” stage while Gea Cosaradí, general chan man 


Soyo EN 
“r” Ws Jean Brownlee patting the Enishing towches en tbe bu West J St Ph Malicki, second irem 
g touches on the buge oui ET can isg hel іе Ма " , sieudies е ladder 
Zur forthcoming production el “Luv” by the Benicia Old right, and Shares Patch, right Wednesday News-Chrouicie Phaeton ш.м Dawe: qug лене 
n отыр. Ты siga will be placed ia husis! Шы. Шым at 1018 
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Wanda Flowers Edith Lewis Lou Sanders Wanda Flowers Steve Andresen 


Andy Tozier $ 1 
Sheldon Hankin 
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| Tartuffe’ By Old Town Group 
Called ‘Splendid, Entertaining’ = ET 


and sensitively por- 
і by Jim Harper as the à flair. 
Orgon, Spencer Daw- The costuming is ех- 
cellent, particularly . Miss 


as the soulful-cyed 3 2 = : il 
tephens” elegant gown. The under the table, Orgon Jim Harper) learns Гог 


— himself that his wife (Terry Stephens) is coveted by his | 
hypocritical houseguest, Tartuffe (Spencer Dawson). Benicia | 
tton of | 


JIMMIE JONES pn 


fartuffe, Terry Ste 


impo 
has been a favorite of 
ences for over three c 


iz directed by 

lor Benedict, 
Benician's 
iull-si 


ters come and go w 
pose, the blocking 


the pace could scarcely 
ould seem 


on 


comedy. a 
nals an auspicious start to a 


directorial carcer. 
certainly 


as the flirtatious sec- 
wife Elmire and Karen 
moree as the  bosomy 
maid with the big mouth. 
si & in supporting roles 
were Dannv Clark 2s EL 
nire's brother, Cleante, the 
representation of the au- 
fhor's point of view, Mark 
Johnson аз the impetious 
son Damis, Mary Raahauge 
ihe daughter jane 
nd Maria Rodriguez as Or- 
rs equally duped mother. 
"There simply isn’t room to 
I cf the things I liked 
abont the play but to offer а 
few well-deserved compli- 
ments will stand for all. Jim 
Ha and Spencer Dawscn 
played their scenes ex- 
callently. ada DIM their 
characters с 1 
Stephens 100! 


every bit 
somght- er wife оба 


wealthy Parisian, and han- 
died the famous table scene 
with aplomb. And Mrs. La- 
móree, zs the vocal demoi- 
sclle de compagne, mugged 


Ec 


ра mpered, 


ing is correct and richly 
tailored for ап amatéur 
group with a tight budget. 

"The set was visually inter- 
esting and I liked the tech- 
nique of having the acting 
troupe dress it during the 
prologue. Compliments 
should also go to the hair 
stylist for some intricate 
and ornate hairdos on both 
the women, and the men. 
The wigs go well with thé 
characters. (I assume most 
o” the men wear wigs al- 
though in this day and time 
one can’t be certain.) 

Also deserving of mention 
is the attractive hall decora-* 
tions of flags and pennants 
plus renderings of Moliere 
and Louis ХІУ captioned 
with appropriate quotations. 

The comedy is light and 
frothy, with little slapstick 
and farce. It draws 
chuckles, not  bellylaughs, 
but the lines are witty and 
the situations humorous. 
And as befitting satire, per- 
haps you'll see parts of 
yourself portrayed. 


‘QQ Old Town Theater Group will conclude its fall prod 


M Wr cs comedy, ""Tartuffe, 
a. — BOTG Photo 


Old Town Th 


Excels With "TarfTuffe" 


By JUDY RICUTER 
DR Reporter 

BENICIA—Benicia Old Town 
Theater Group's fall produc- 
tion of Molicre’s comedy, 
“Tartuffe,” closes this Friday 
and Saturday at IDES Hall, 140 
W. J St., Benicia. 

With this closing, the group 
can chalk up another success. 
it may be an amateur company 
with limited facilities, but the 
Benicia group delivers a solid, 
entertaining performance. 

Though Mollere wrote the 
play in 17th century France 
during the reign of Louis XIV, 
its message makes sense today 
as it satirizes excesses of 
religious and moral hypocrisy. 

Title Character 

Spencer Dawson is out- 

standing as the title character. 


this weekend 2t IDES Hall in | 


eater Group 
! 
h 


and elaborate, quite suited 
the reign of France's sun kin 

Others deserving credit а 
director Georgia Tayl 
Benedict and set designer Ke, 
Benedict. 

As is traditional with t 
Вепісіл performances, the 8: 
p.m. play is preceded by dinn 


Winters, 745-0130; Wolff's Cil 
Drug Store, 745-1355; or Munt 
Music, 643-5427. - - 


finely ‘delightfully and tossed her 
Tartuffe's cunning domination 
of the host Orgon family апа his 
self-serving righteousness are 
conveyed subtly with the 
slightest arch of an eyebrow or 
flick of a lace hankerchief. 
The flippant maid, Flipote, is 
energetic. outspoken and 
nosey. Pacia Clark's portrayal 
enchances the play's comic 
pace 
Other noteworthy  per- 
formances come from Jim 
Harper as thc hoodwinked 
Orgon, Terry Stephens as his 
wife and Mary Julia Raahauge 
as his daughter. 
Beautiful Costimes 
Costimes designed by 
Cynthia Morris are beautiful 


ZU Vu TH, Ya f 


“\ Old Town 


| Plans Event 


BENICIA —- Varicty has 
been the keynote of the Ben- 
icia Old Town Theatre 
Group since its beginning in 
1964 with “Anniversary 
Waltz." Since that time 
comedy, melodrama.  off- 
beats (Dinny and the 
Witches), love-triangles and 
classics (Our Town, Time of 
Your Life) have been pro- 
duced. 

Along with the play th» 
Benicia Group has combined 
dinner, sometimes cabarct 
atmosphere and even a Fri- 
day Nig ght Ice Cream Parlor 
theater. night w done 
Our Town and Time of Your 
Life. 

This fal the enthusiastic 
group is presenting dinner 
with Bek. 17th century 


topgued maid, chastises Orgon (Jim Harper) 


Marianne (Mary Kasbauge) looks on, aghast. 
weekends to run and tickets are 


2427 or Winters ond Winters (745- 
ner performances. 


Lamerec, ps £ 


blind accepi Ya 
Benicia Theatre's production has two mo 
allable. One may call Munter Musie (6 


) for iatermation for dinne and »o 


Is Relevant 


present 
е daily ha 
Га time of 
С 


relevar 
Taylor B. 


ent із oth 

Paiute (the t 
the 
ott 
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Barbara Allen, played by Nancy Gonsalves, has died.,.John tie witch- Steve Andresen, John tho vitch-bəy is bèin 


boy, Steva Andresen is being enticed away by Dark witch, Susic Harper be boyadı ГЫ 
and Fair witch, Nancy Нагрег...іп "Dark of the Moon", lus advice from Conjure woman, Mari Heinniller сла Conjure man 


Jiu Harper, In "Dark of the Moon" 


Jim Harper 
р fith Lewis Nancy 6 


salves tar 1 р . 
че Marilyn Jackson mary Miles 
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The Daily Мерење, Fairford. € 


‘Harvey’ Treat 
Set At Benicia | 


еле 


ers as Dr. 
s Sanders 


4—Times-Herald, Vallejo 


Saturday, March 24, 1973 


Lure Of 'Harvey' 
Still Powerful 


By JIMMIE JONES 
Herald Entertainment 


on Broad 
amount 


p 
mighty 
ved the cen- 
both on the 
elevision and 


stage 
it’s difficult not to hold the 
amateur up to comparison 


with, a Helen Hayes or 
Jimmy Stewart. | 
The opening night crowd, 


| attending a benefit for the 


Solano College Choir, wel- 
comed the performance like 
it was the Broadway debut, 
however, proving that the 
magic of the invisible white 
rah is as powerful as 
ever. 

There are some excellent 
performances by the cast. 
Edith Le sparkles as 
Veta Louise Simmons and 
her entrance in the second 
act after she has been mis- 
takeniy tossed into a sani- 
tarium, stripped of her 
clothes by a male .attendant 
and nearly drowned in a hy- 
dro-therəpy bath, is the best 
scene of te play. 
EFFECTIVE AIR 

Andy Tozier, a newcomer 
to the local stage, plays the 
eccentric Elwood P. Dowd 
with an absent-minded air 
that is quite effective but he 
overworks the dramatic 


| pause a bit ad needs to 


ances of thi 


adorn the wal 
Remaining perform- 


duction are Api 
14 in Beni 


he residual charm 
ent sympathy of 
dued versions. 
normally 
-ompeteat actress, shoul 
be spanked for overplaying 
the role of Myrle Mae so 
strongly. She mugs and bur- 


lesques the character 100 
broad y, even within the 
scope of tbe overall in- 


trepretation. 

Robert Winters play: 
Chumley with a flair but 
while the script pegs him as 
a quiet, competent, scholar- 
ly psychiatrist (if there be 
such an animal, he winds 
up acting as dingy as the in- 
mates of his sanitarium. 
Also overplaying her role 
to a lesser degree is Mari- 
Iynn Jackson as Nurse 
Kelly, though again it's a 
question of the director's de- 
sire for an overall effect. 
Danny Clark, planning her 
love interest, Dr. Sanderson, 
understates his role more 
elfectively. 

GOOD JOB 

Obviously miscast is Steve 
Andresen, who did a com- 
mendable job as the Witch 
Boy іп the group's Fall 
Show, but is too young to 
play the sanitarium atten- 
dant Wilson. His makeup is 
lerrible and he needs to 
work on bringing his voice 
down an octave or so. 

The samll parts are ex- 
cellently handled by Lou 
Sanders as the pompous 
Judge Gafíney, Rhea Leon- 
ard as Mrs. Chumley, Shel- 
don Hankin as the cab 
driver, Mary Townsend as 
Mrs. Chauvenet and Mary 
| Gonzalves as the maid. 
| The show requires two 
sets and the technical crew 
; has done a good job on the 
Dowd parlor, though the 
| sanitarium looks to be hasti- 
ly assembled. Lighting is 
adequate but flickered and 
of distruction: 
| The costumes are right for 
the period and add to the 
laughs in the case of Judge 
Gaffney's knickers and Myr- 
Пе Mae's, schlocky ward- 
robe. 

If the production has one 
overriding fanlt, it's the first 
act—which drones on inter- 
minably. The pace quickens 
in the second act, however, 
and it's generally smooth 

| sailing from then on. 

All in all, it's a good show, 
full of funny—if familiar— 
lines and certain to please 
theatre fans. 


That ВА 
Is In Benicia 


Patrons of 


Benicia Old 
= current 
1 be in- 
, humorous 


dinner theatre 
3 


ВЕМІСІЛ HERALD, 


Thursday, Ma 


A ROMANTIC EXCHANGE between Dr. Sanderson en 
the left, played by Danny Dlark and Nurse Kelly. 
played by Marilyn Jackson, is part of the amusement 
in the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's production ot 
Harvey appearing on weekends here through April 14. 


Run continues on weekend 


Harvey production 
rated a ‘chuckler’ 


By BOB SILVA 


I was asked to review the 
Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group's newest production, 
in these pages 
. I have had some 
experience in coveriag 
sports events, and even de- 


veloped systems for retain- 
ing informatica for later use 
in my. stories; but I didn't 


keep a running score on 
“Harvey,” because I didn't 


know bow to go about it. 

If I were to guess at the 
final tally, though, I'd say it 
was a tie of some kind. The 
cast seemed to enjoy most 
of its work, and the audi- 
ence, likewise enjoyed most 
of tte product. 

I'd like to say that "Наг- 
усу," an old chestnut by 
Mary Chase which has been 
around since the "405, was а 
howling winner here last 
weekend; but it was more of 
a chuckler than a winner. 
There were a few moments 
of fun in the popular classi 
about the man who befrien: 
ed аг imaginary rabbit, but 
there were restless periods 
of long dialogue that pre- 
vented it from ruaning away 
to victory. 

Andy Tozier plays the role 
of Elwood P. Dowd, the 
kook with his friendly “Роо- 
ka," Harvey. He's believ- 
able as a screwball, but also 
tiresome. He played the 


kind of boring nut one 
SETS to avoid than to 
augh at. 

Edith Lewis 


turns in a 
Ппе performance as Б 
wood's 
Simmcas, 


kenly commit- 
г brother 


afte 


har 
ı à bath 


pect after such an ordeal, 
Bob Winters plays his 
as Doctor Chumley wit 
esse, and had an ov 
good night on the à 
Danny Clark, as Chumlsy's 
assistant, also was in good 
form, but some of his lines 
were much too lengthy. 
Mary Townsend, playing 
Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet, had 
a small part which livened 
the first act, but she was not 
seen thereafter, to this "'crit- 
ic's" distress. Ц 
Other major characters in 
the play seemed to be vic 
tims of either poor óirectio/ 
or poor eyesight. The/ 
seemed to be too much ef 
pbasis placed on expresş f; 
in the eyes of Ruth КСП 
nurse, played M 
Jackson; 
attendant at the sanitary, 
played by Steve Апага! 
and Myrtle Mae Simm, | 
played by Wanda Flow 
These three spent mosif 
their time on the stage 
ing their eyes са to va 
degrecs of amazem, 
shock, fright and anger;li 
all of it seemed overdon 
The lesser roles, heil 
by Louis Sanders рій 
Judge Omar Gaffaey $ 
handled effectivelv by 
Leonard, Sheldon На 
and Mary Сопзаїм | 
The sets were ver) 
trasting. The Simmons! 
brary was cleverly аггаф 
and acceptable, | 
ception room of Chum 
Rest, the sanitarium, 
peared to be assem 
painted ла decorated 
the patients 
theraputic 
Overall, 
ed by W 
amusing, if 
The pl 


uring no) 
1 dinner 
Gün al 
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Arts And Crafts 
Show In Benicia 


BENICIA — The Benicia 
Old Towne Group will 
present ils first annual 


Towne Group for further 
depot restoration and devel- 
opment of a' public wa- 
terfront park at West Four- 
teenth St. 

A printed program briefly 
summarizing the depot's his- 
tory and ia rat ot 
the artists whose works are 
entered in pe show will be 

. In 


by the Benicia Old 

and live clas- 

sical music will be offered 

by Naney Dols each after- 
mon. 


ЗЕ 


цин 


and 
етді been filled by Ben- 


icians. 
| The exhibits cover a wide 
variety m Ше and АҚШ in- 
hioned | screen, ceram- 
n КЕ 5, watercolor, aerylic 
has a large painting, candles, macrame 


"Whera Califomias First 


Benicia, Solano County, Calif. 


lo Capitol Still Stands... 


Nolume 74 


and leather, rugs, sculpture, 
stained and blown glass, liq- 
uid embroidery, A 


In addition to the wide va- 
riely of exhibits, there will 
be 23 demonstrations cach 
day showing various агі 
techniques and other skills. 

Included with the admis- 
sion will be a handsome 
printed program outlining 


the of each ex- 
dinlər: səl wine, punch wil 
be served in the afternoon 
by the Benicia Old Town 


Group. 
Also on the program will 


be ical entertainment Benicia 


throughout each day. 

Other special features in- 
clude a remarkable replica 
of an old steam engine, built. 
by Ralph Simmons of Valle- 
jo. Ten years in the making, 
the engine is in complete op- 
erable condition. It weighs 
350 pounds. 

"The famous antique Beni- 
cia Fire Engine will be on 
display, and the Diablo A's 


May 17, 1972 


from Contra Costa County 
Ws antique злити оп 

en 
üz for a tour of tbe 


ы 


is being a: 
BOT embert 
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зой 


the with-bey 


(Steve Andersen) 


assures his wife 


Barbara Allen ¿Nancy Gonsalves) that be's human. 


AFTER busnisg the stillborn witch baby, Mrs. Allen (Edith 


Lewiso comforts 


/ 
и 


Wteguashhie в әйеліне enr 


Barbera 


БЕ 


a. 


a” 


сист 


(Nancy Gonsalves). 


joined by 


SPECIAL 


Poracher Huggier. 1 
pos ed some ` 
—— 

die ceci 
al the Mp.” 


«жой Тож» 


dur.” 
Lexis snd Fhe Jonik 
Sreater 

Church mmsácians are 


Adaptability 
Lends Itself 


To Success 


Ry JUDY HIC 


WICIA—Attention to 
detail marks the difference 
between bad and good, 
mediocre and excellent in 
almost anything. including the 
theater. 

On that point alone, Benicia 
Old Town Theatre Group's 
production of “Dark of the 
Moon"? by Howard Richardson 
rates near the top, especially 
since the company is not 
professional. 

Ability to adapt to less than 
ideal facilities without com- 
promising quality is another 
area where the performance 
excels. 

Director Deserves Credit 

Director Karl Barron no 
doubt deserves the greatest 
amount of credit for these 
accomplishments, but he has 
help from able actors and crew 
members. 


BE 


PLAY 


Sanders. prepares 


production 


возр 


to save the 
Mark Jonsson, Nancy Gonsalves 
із this scene from the 

«d “Dark 
BiN Needham and 


ар- 
рег- 


Attention to detail is 
parent throughout the 
formane It shows in 
design, lighting, staging, and 
the way cast members stay in 
character. 

Steve Andresen play John the 
witch-boy. Andresen œf- 
fectively makes the transition 
from witch to human through 
subtle changes in voice. 
gestures and general manner. 
As a witch he seems properly 
evil yet envious of humans. 

Hero Seems Confident 

As a human he seems con- 
fident, even cocky as he woos 
and marries Barbara Allen, the 
girl he fell in love with during 
his witch days. His presence is 
commanding, even when he's 
in the background. 

Nancy Gonsalves turns in an 
adequate performance ав 
Barbara Allen, the flirtatious 
young woman who succumbs to 
John's mystery and flair. She's 
at her best in the climactic 


midwife Mrs. Summey (Mariylnn Jackson) and chief scrub 
nurse Mrs. Bergen (Mary Miles). 


Mike Csiblica 
7-99 pro. tonight at ІР 


age folk at this old- 
fashioned, hand-clappings. foot- 
stomping revival turn their 
exhortations on Barbara. ‘They 
beg her to repent her mistake 
of falling under John’s spell, 
marrying him and giving birth 
to a witch baby; which was 
stillborn, then burned. 

Girl Changes Mind 

When her parents dragged 
her to the revival, Barbara was 
unrepentant and rebellious. 
During the singing and 
preaching she says nothing, but 
her face reflects her distaste 
for the scene. Gradually, 
however, she shows traces of 
doubt until she finally repents 
and asks for salvati. 

Her salvation, deli 
ex-beau  Márvin Hudgens 
(stiffly played by Danny 
Clark), indirectly brings about 
her death and the end of John's 
career as a human 

Don Miles and Edith Lewis as 
Barbara's parents record con- 
vincing performances. They 
typify the people of the Smoky 
Mountain village: They're reli- 
gious, superstitious, loving. 
conforming and receptive to 
life's little pleasures—music 
and mountain dew. 

Preacher Leads 

Preacher Haggler, ably 
played by Louis Sanders, is the 
spiritual leader of the mountain 
flock. He delivers the com- 
munity’s moral judgments and 
preaches fire-and-brimstone 
oratory. He also can interpre! 
the Scriptures to justify an 
occasional swig of corn 
whiskey and a friendly wager. 

Other notable supporting 
performances come from 
Norma Sharon as Miss Metcalf, 
the town flirt; Marilyn Jackson 
as Mrs. Summey, the midwife; 
Susie Harper and Nancy 
Harper as the witches; Jim 
Harper and Mari Heinmiller as 
the -Conjureman and Con- 
jureweman. 

The play abounds in well 
timed delivery for maximum 
humor. Singing of old folk 
songs is so spontaneous tha! 
people in the audience seem 
inclined to clap their hands and 
chime in on the familar 
choruses. 

Troup Adapts 
carry nut 
o well 
the 
hardly aware of the 
ge and barn-ze- 
Staging provid for 
levels and depths. 
by ney 
contained 

without seeming cramped. 


red by 


- 
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& Білу майу mancs wil be offered at 
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Jen Conradi, costume committee chair- production of the Benicia Old Town The- EU NT ; 4 к 
man, does emergency repair work on Kent alter Group which opens April 15 for three Lion-in inter asayiş E Ын аги ze The 
B "s shoes. Benedict plays France's weekends, hem on Bob Bender's garb. Benin plays Prince John in 
Prince Philip in “The Lion la Winter,” the play, to be presented April 15, 21-22, 28-29 by the Benicia 
i Old Town Theatre Group. 


Katy Mart, Kiog Hesr) mi Б 

da "The Lien io Мот,” is fil “ 
—....——.-..qv““2. 

hir the Бекісі ld Town Thesire Greup ing 743012) in Bookie 
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Danny Clark Karl Barron Kathy Hurt 
Bob Bender Spencer Dawson Georgia Eenedict 


Danny Clark 


Копі Benedict 
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Jerry Annoni Harry Bauer 


Fred Davis Jody Kallios 


_ mum nnl Doug Wildfoerster 


і od Terr ноті 
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ON хы WINTER 


1972 


74510130 date 
се 7451508 i the evening. 


Town Theatre 
draws сарасі 


E 

8 

| ій 
siiis HH um і 


KARL BARRON is director and actor in the Бегіс 

Town Theatre play, "The Lion In Winter,” Кешш, ри 

e on Friday, T and Saturday, 
Benicia Old Town Theatre № 107 pier ə 5 are required for thi 


170 West J Street, Benicia 


n 
| 
HH 


Friday, April 21, 1972 


BENICIA OLD TOWN 


THEATRE GROUP 
PRESENTS 


"THE LION IN WINTER" 


520 $6.50 includes tax 


James GoLomsns 


Lion In Winger., 


42... e OTA 


DIRGCGED By 
BARL BARRON 


APRAL 15: 2022 - 28-29 
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Richard Owen Morris 


- Harry Diavatis 


Unique Stage Designed 
To Permit Better Views 


BENICIA — The ОМ Town 
Theater pode 

wil feature a 

pen № Solan C 

gral of better audience у 
ing М more e 

Lol 

а "raked 


he Moor siants from 
e back of the sta 
ward the aud 
wpusual problems 
tors and sc! des but 
біееіке lusions for the sədi 
ive 

Harry [iavatis, director of 
фе production. 
“м “raked З у 
people have the misenenep 
fon that a “raked” stage is 
à пек concep:—i3 a sew idea 
lo theater. 


"However, there are very 
few new conceptions in to- 
day's theater. The “raked” 
slanted stage has been with 
since Elizabethan times, wh 
Shakespeare used it for the 
Globe Theater. At that time 

staged іп an open 
m and the floor of the 
stage slanted in order to 

d to run off. An- 

f the “raked” 
reae the per- 


necessary la make the design 
more dimensional to create 
be desired Шок 

“raked” stage also 


h to the basic stage 


directions of "up stage” and 
down stage” (down being to- 
ward the audience and up 
away from the audience)" 


The Old Town Thealer pro- 
duction of "Luv" fealures 
Marry Diavalis in the dual 
role of actor and director; 


Doris Holmes and Richard 
Morris. This is a cabaret the- 
aler production, and will play 
May 7-8, 14-15 and 21-22. Tick- 
els are available at Munter 
Music in allejo, Village Gifts 
Benicia, and the office ої 
Winters and Winters, Benicia. 
Reservations are advised. 


Doris Holmes 


Harry Diavatis 
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A THOUSAND CLOWNS 


À Thousand Clowns Bring Laughs 
To Theatre Goers In Benicia 


nv. А 


Arn: 
played by Harry 
Jerry Amnoni of Vallej К 
Murry was su» a: a aly 
rried by Jerry An- ii e in her love 


from REDWOOD INN 


PROPER PROPS DEMAND CREATIVITY - 


Some plays have unusual prop problems Ма the foundation for a key 
. and frequently, for c he А Theasamd Clowns.’ € 
only answer is to € Ls d " into the 
; Here, director На ш 
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2 UIN Danny Clark Spencer Dawson Jim Harper 
Terry Stephens Jim Наурі 


Мағу Raahauge 
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Batis | din. бін 


125 Padus S. 
Vds. (у. 94590 


Сы бре Pad Ba 1946 


MUNTER MUSIC СО. 


501 GEORGIA ST. 
VALLEJO, CALIF. 04590 


ANYTHING GOES 


SPRING 1974 


‘Anything Goes' 
Everything Good 


Му JUDY RICHTER 
DR Reporter 


pe донної 


па б 


part could have been 
written Just for him, 

Although 
the 
BOTTG regulars turn in their 

ual creditable performances. 
Jim Harper, for example, 5 
excellent as the Englishman, 
Sir Evelyn. 

Because the cast ls so large, 
however, it has room for 
newcomers of all ages, from 
students to persons in their 50's 
and beyond. 

Another of the show's 
highlights is energetic, skillful 
dancing. 

Choreographer Liz Way is to 
be congratualted for this im- 
portant contribution to the 
show. Not only has she created 
the dances, but she's the show's 
best dancer, portraying 
Moonface's associate, Bonnie. 

Director Karl Barron 


deserves much of the credit for , 


this entertaining show. Music 
director Dalt Williams along 


Despite ited stage 
facilities of IDE Hall, 
“Anything Goes” 
interesting set with a variety of 
staging areas and levels. 

Costumes designed by Gen 
Coonradt also are excellent. 
Miss Sayle's several outfits are 
especially pleasing. : 

“Anything Goes” will clo?” 


this Friday and Saturday after! 


six previous performances. 

Since it is dinner-theater, 2/ 
hour advance reservations а!) 
required. 

They may be made w 
Winters & Winters, 745-0130, 
Wolff's Drugs, 745-1355, | 
Benicia; or Munter Music, || 
5427, in Vallejo. | 

No-host cocktails begir 
6:30 p.m., dinner at 7: 
and curtain at 8:30 p.m. l 


y. Мау 16 


‘Anything Goes" goes well 


Town Theater show 
records smash hit 


RY bon INA 


Безісіз Мем 


Ил 

't quite match 
Merman's voice, Merman 
doesn't come close to the 
Sayles’ “look” The lady is 
simply a ‘looker.’ She's a 
fine comedienne, dances а 
bit, leads three production 
numbers with the entire cast 
and completely dazzles the 
lucky viewers. 

„Lest I get carried away 
with one show-stepper, v 
me fo mention a few offers 
who pul it all-tozether, and 
had the audience inlerrun- 
fing the fun with outbreaks 
ої applause on at least four 
occasions. 

Doc Scortl played a char- 
acter named Moonface, 
“Public Eenemy No. 13,” 
and the man is funny, A bit 

` Toud, but funny. 

Garret Pearson as Billy 
Crocker and Joon Opperud 
as Hepe are the two lovers 
who are brought together by 


the conniving Reno, Moon-_ 


nd. others 


a sirong appreciation for th 

many hours of lobor {i 

had gone into the show. 
"The costumes desi 


Dalt Williams directed the 
and it was flawless as 
г as I could tell, The peo- 
ре on stage certainly ap- 
peared to like it. 
‘The. set was remarkable, 
considering the small con- 
fines of thi 


were cleverly produced by 
revolving backdrops. Mark 
Johnsen was in charge. 

The real appeal of the 
show is not опе person, or a 
few — but the entire с 
"The people cbviously є 
фуей themselves cn tl 


ike stage ca 
curtaín, 


light. 


detract 1 


kept 


to 


di 


5%, 


ғы 
7 


D 
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Sue Harper 


Roy Harper Fanya Silverman 
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n а Barroom” Reviewed 


cr; Norma Sharon аз Mis. 

organ, wife of the town 

drunk; and Linda Barron as 
Mehitabəl, Sample's fiance. 


Young Actors 
Youngsters Ron Gonsalves 
as Tommy, the shoeshine boy; 
Lynnel Ann Velho as Sherry, 
one of Mehitabel's sisters and 
Jackie Chalmers as Mary 
Morgan, the drunk's crippled 


y Judgment 


be «worked = 
параст qi смета 

hi ріш бе 
рейип by Dec Soart 
ae the villes Harvey Green 
Steve Andresen аз Wille 
Hammon when Greer leads 
)ردن‎ Latry Ние» эл Баю 
pie, Wiles — bumphie 
шабуда. Penny Mosag ва 
Min. Slade, wife of the tavern 


of flaws which one doesn't 
expect from BOTG and which 
may be worked out this week— 
“Ten Nights in a Barroom”does 
add up to an enjoyable evening. 
Dinner-Theater 

As is traditional with BOTG, 
this is dinner-theater with 
reservations required. Tickets 
costing $7.50 may be reserved 
by telephoning 745-0130, 745- 
1355 or 643-5427, 


(left), played by Mit- 
temptation offered by 


the 
Slade, played by Danny 


Town Theater Group's 
odrama, “Ten Nights in a 


Special Photo 


Both Cast, Audience Enjoy | 


ren't treated quite 
, but there's plenty 
"The situations are , 
to anyone who's) 
s a melodrama, 
DY OWNER 

The setting із the Sickle 
and Sheaf tavern where 
owner Simon Slade (Danny! 
Clark) counts his money in- 
Stead of the men his bar has 
ruined. Marl Johnson plays 
his son, Frank, who adopts 
the evil habits of smoking, 
drinking and women chas- 
ing, while Penelope Masingil 
is (he long-suffering wife! 
who was much happier 

“back at the old mill.” 
Regular customers at the 
den of iniquity include vil- 
lian Harvey Green (Doc 
Scortt) who bilks the 
wealthy scion of town’s lead- 
ing family, Willie Hammons | 
(Steve Andresen) by cheat- 
ing at cards, and Joe Mor- 
gan (Garret -Pearson) ап 
honest but alcoholic family 
man whose young daughter 
Mary (Jackie Chalmers) 
must come fetch him‘ home 
from the saloon each eve- 
ning. Into their lives comes 
barroom singer Goldie Hills 
(Rhea Leonard) who senses 
the tragedy awaiting each 


i 


Fic OCF 27,074 
2 д | 


| 
| 
İ 
| 
| 


DIRECTING the mu- 
sic for Benicia Old 
Town Theaire Gui 
melodrama, 
Nights in a Barroom” 
is Oncita Foeney, 
above. Tom Blanc di- 
rects the’ play, which 
continues two mo 


weeken 


Melodrama 
In Benicia 


George and Gracie La OUEST ИЕ 
Duptv]une S EN A əəə 
HanestMoon Sa 2, aR DAE 
Take Me Out To the Ball Game . 2155 
Tea For Two (Bea Lilly) 

Valter . ` 


10 Nights In A Barroom' 1 


LOTH ANIVERSARY 


FALL 13974 


proudly presents 


SABE, 


"EEN NEGETS EN A BARROO) 


A musical comedy version 
of the 
Famous Temperance Drama 
by 
William W. Pratt 
Adapted by Fred Carmichael 


Directed by Tom Blank who was assisted by Nancy Gonsalves 
Musical Director . . . Oneita Feeney 


Producer . . . Norman Gonsalves, Jr. 


OLIOS 


- Carla Jansen, Greg Parks, Steve Andresen, Andy Tozi 


THE CAST 
(In order of appearance) 


Romaine. . . . . „Mitchell Lane Mary Morgan . . . . Jas 
Sample. . . . . . Larry Hines Mehitabel , . 
Simon Slade . . . . . Danny Clark Mrs. Morgan. . . . з Norma Sharon 


Frank Slade . . . . . Mark Johnson Belinda . 


Harvey беп. . . .  ."Doc"Scortt Zona Ruth . 


Willie Hammons . 


. Steve Andresen Sherry ~ 


Tommy. .... Ron Gonsalves Ethel 
Mrs, Slade . . . . Penelope Masengil Chester . 
Goldie Hills . . . . . Rhea Leonard Dan . 


Joe Morgan . . . . . Garret Pearson Flo . 


Role . . . 12. Leyda Cramer 


Plano. . . . Oncita Feeney Banjo... . - . 


ACT ONE 


Scene 1 - Exterior of Sickle and Sheaf Inn. 


There is a Tavern in the Town " . 
said Sickle and Sheaf 
The Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte Carlo" . 
"St, LOMAS 220505020. 0% 
“Father, Dear Father” . 


Scene 3 - A Bucolic Setting 


“Му Sweetheart's the Man in the Moon" . 


Scene 4 - The Sickle and Sheaf 


Scene 1 


"After Youve Gone" . . . . 
“No! No! A Thousand Times Nol!" . 


ACT TWO 


- The Home of los Morgan 


Scene 2 - The Sickle and Sheaf 
Scene 3 - At the Water's Edge 


Scene 1 
Scene 2 


Scene 3 
Seeno 4 


NOTE 


"She's e to be Pitied Than Censured” 
ACT THREE 


NO RECORDIN 
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« Lynnel Velho, Steve Andresen 
Beth Montez, Andy Tozier, Tom Ryan 
Elaine Seput, Greg Parks. 


Ron Gonsalves 
Mark Johnson 
Penny M. 


ckie Chalmers. 
Linda Barron 


Тег Obrochta 


«Elaine Seput 


Lynnel Ann Veího 


Carla Jansen 
Andy Tozier. 
Dan Brown. 


lary R. Wedking 


John Annal 


BENICIA MELODRAM A OPENS SATURDAY 


Rhea Leonard of Vallejo performs as 
Goldie Mills, the dancehall girl with a 
“heart of gold” accompanied by Steve 
Andresen, Benicia, on the plano, in the 
Бева Old Town Theatre's upcoming 
musical melodrama “Ten Nights in a 
Barroom,” Tbe dinner-theater produc- 
fion opens Saturday, Осі, 19 and runs 


through Saturday, Nov. 9 with Friday 
and Saturday night performances. There 
will also be a matinee performance оп 
Sunday, Хоу, 2 (no dinner). Reservations 
may be made by calling Munter Music, 
643-5427 or Winters & Winters, at 745- 
0130, in Benicia, 


ANGEL OF Benicia Old 
Town Theatre's current 
production is Jackie Chal- 


| mers, age ten. 


| Melodrama Has 
2 More Shows 


Jackie Chalmers, a ten- 
year-old fifth grade: student 
at Pennycook School. plays 
"little Mary” in the Benicia 
Old Town Thealre produc- 
tion of "Ten МЕ In A 
Barroom.” 

Hard work and busy 
schedules. аге not new lo 
Jackie, as she has partici- 
pated in several Vallejo 
Group producti ons — 

| “*Sound ої Music" and 
"Fiddler od (he Roof" lo 
name (но. Jackie also 
enjoys acrobatics class, 
Where she injured herself 

| just prior to opening, and 
hence goes on stage іп a leg 
cast which is all too real. 

| However, the ‘show must до 

| on,” and does for two more 
performances Хоу, 8 and 9 
in Benicia, 


To fh Поз пк 


Benger 


ела 4 


BOfTG musical features d 
specialty olio numbers 


Al Jolson, George Burns 
and Gracie Allo and Bea 
Lillie to appear in Benicia. 
Sounds impossible but these 
are just a few of the numbers 
planned for the Benicia Old 
Town Thealer Group's up- 
coming production of “Теп 
Nights in a Barroom," ac- 
cording 1o director Tom 
Banks. 


People performing in olios 
or specially numbers between 
the acts of the musical melo- 
drama include Beth Montez 
ої Benicia as Baby June with 
her dancing cow; Garrett 
Pearson, Crockell, as Al 
Jolson; Penny Masengill, 
Vallejo, as Gracie Fields; 
and Carla Jansen, Benicia, 
impersonating Bea Lillie. 

Other acts include Steve 
Andreason, Pleasant Hill, 
and Lynnel Velho, Benicia, as 


the inimitible George Burns 
and Gracie Allen, and a soft 
shoe routine of "Harvest 
Moon” starring Nora Bayes 
assisted and admired by Jack 
Norworthy, otherwise known. 
as Elaine Seput, Benicia, and 
Greg Park, Fairfield. 

Chorus boys are Tom Ryan, 
Benicia; Mark Johnson, Val. 
lejo; Steve Andreason and 
Andy Tozier, Benicin, 

Oneita Feeney, Benicia, is 
the musical director for the 
temperance melodrama 
which opens on October 19 


worked with ACT's 
Congress this year. Tom, who 
taches at the Immaculate 


and runs through November 9” s 


with Friday and Saturday 
night performances. 

Oneita will be assisted by 
Benician John Annal, banjo 
virtuoso, 

Other crew members are 
Nancy Gonsalves, assistant 
director; Mitch Lane, Val- 
lejo, sound and lights; and 


“+ Teryl Obrochta, Pleasant 


Hill, costumes. Norman Gon- 


Bencra Вера М 


Reservations for the 
dinner-theater production 
may be made D calling 
Winters and Winters, 745-0130 
or Wolff's City Drug Store. 
745-1255. 4 


Oct 24 , 1774 


Benicia Old. Town Theater "Group 


presents. 


TEN NIGHTS 


| Benicele Hero ld TEMAS - 


Hi-jinks at IDES Hall 


Benicia Old Town Theaters Groups* uled. for November 3 with curtain 
current production, Ten Nights In A time at 7:30 and tickots priced а! 
3 € CRA 
JAZZ а 


Barroom, are Norma Sharon, Danny $3.00. Tickets priced af $7.50 euch fer 
Clerk and Beth Montez. The play, а all other performances, which in. 
temperance melodrama, opened last cludes dihner, may be obtained by 
Saturday to enthusiastic crowds and calling Wolff's City Drug at 7435-1335 
will continue weekends until No. ог Winters and Winters 745-0129, 


by 
William W. Pratt 


Harvey Green, villain, 
Played by Doc Scortt poses 
above with Rhea Leonard, 
Portraying Goldie Hills, the 
Saloon girl with "а heart of 
gold,” In Benicia Old Town 
Theater Group's current pro- 
duction, "Ten Nights In A 
Bar Room." At the right 
Romaine, played by Mitchell 
Lane, Penny Massengill in 
the role of Mrs. Salde, wife of 
the Tavern Owner and Ron 
Gonsalves. starring as 
Tommy the shoe shine boy, 
astute d serious pose con 
, templating the effects of 


Oct. 19:25:26 Nov. 1: 2 :8:9 
Matinee Nov. 3; 7:30 Curtain $3.00 


Directed. and Choreographed by 
Tom Blank 


Musical. Direction by Oneita Feeney 


Reserva tions; 


Cocktails 6:20 M lad in Benici 
2 $ егоагата in Benicia 
Dinner Ж 18 Country pumpkin Simon Swichel (Larry. Hines of 


A 2 Martinez) woos his heart's desire, Mandabel (Linda 
Curtain 8:20 rester) maia, Ten Net A Bare 
opening Friday af the | Hal ami playing 
ў Tickets 97.50 
Munter Music 643-5427 1 
Ben Cla ) 7 Located 140 West “J”, 


Winters & Winters; 745-0131 


[Weite "City Drugs" 745-1255 


dinner - theater production сай (207). 745-0130 ог 


Weekends through Nov. 9. For reservations 10 Ine 
(797) 745-1355, 
off First Street 
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THE HOUSE OF BLUE LEAVES 


SPRING 19735 


By JOHN GURE 


j ° DiRgsep вуз АВА. BARRON 
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i ney Gonsalves 
Kathy Metcalfe Norma Sharon m. Stephens Nancy 


T. Michael Ryan 


Norman Gonsalves, JR. 


Penny Massengiti David Altman 
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FALLA 19753 


ше HOW THEY RUN 


a” 


AOIP TOV. Феледсжоор 


The R 


| Judy Richter 


BENICIA-A full event 
enterta fora 
price is provi 
Old Town 
“BƏTTG) 


1 dinner-theater 


by 
opening night audience Friday 
ughing irom start to tinish 
with fine come performance 
‘The show 
dition to 
reputation as an outstanding 
community theater group. 
Directed by David Hoster, 
iow opens humoursly with 
silent efforts of G 
Grooms as Ida, the maid, 
{dusting a chandelier. Im- 
| mediately one realizes she's 
one of the strongest members 
| of the cast. 
Other able performers are 
| Mary Barry as Miss Skillon, 
Danny Clark as the Rey. Lionel 
Toop, Linda Barron as 
Penelope Toop, Matt Parv 
and Roy Harper as 
Rev. Arthur Humphrey. 
Clark's performance should 
be especially gratifying to 
BOTG fans. Although he has 
| been featured in nearly every 
| recent BOTG production, this 
| ishis best effort to date. 


Set in am-English village 
| vicarage, "See How They 
| Run" involves disguises and 
| mistaken identities as the 
vicars wife, Penelope, goes 
out with a longlime acting 
friend, Clive, recently 
toned at a nearby 
спа air base. 


o discredit Penelope, 


The Dally Нереһне, Fairfield. Сане 


Com 

other ministers--Humphire, 

ə of Lax Ro) 
Harper), Penelope" 
cle—arrive early, and an 
escaped Russian spy 
Stodgell) arrives un 
pectedly. 

"There's a lot of hiding in the 
closet and chasing around--all 
quite hilarious for the most 
part. 


However, the hilarity got out . 


of hand toward the end of the 
second act ns the pace and 
pitch snowballed frantically. 

One assumes the cast v 
caught up in the audience 
favorable response. Um 
doubtedly thats easy for 
amateurs to do. 

With one exception, though, 
the cast recovered nicely for 
the third act. 

That exception was Harper, 
who seemed to set things 0! 
during the second act | 
yelling nearly every line. H 
chad nowhere to go when tl | 
play really required yelling. } ? 

Preceding the show isl 
catered prime ribudínner. It’s 
mot gourmet fare, but it's 
adequate. 

When the dinner is” con- 
sidered along with such an 


, entertaining show, the ticket 


price of $7.50 stands out as a 
real,/bargain in these in- 
flationary days. That Benicia 
is “only about 20 miles from 
Ге commends it even more 
las a bargain. 

"See How They Run" will 
¿continue a IDES Hall, 125 W. J 
St. here, Fridays ànd Satur- 
Mays through Nov. 22 with a 
non-dinner show costing 53 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 9. 

The dinner-theater schedule 
includes no-host coci 
6:30 p.m., dinner at 7115 p.m. 
and curtain at 8:30 p.m, 

{ Reservations may be made 
¿with Winters & Winterss715- 
10120, or Wolff's Drugs, S 9A 
in Benicia; or Munter NS 

612.5177, in Vallejo. 


К. Stodgell 


Мей, Nov, 5, Y 


IDA, THE MAID (Gay 
FGrooms) gives her 
opinion of village 
spinster-gossip Miss 
Skillon (Mary Barry) as 
the latter awaits an 
audience with the vicar 


during this early scene 
from Benicia Old Town 
Theater Group's 


production öt “See How. 


They Run," à farce by 
Phillip King. 
BOTG Photo 


Roy Harper — Mary Barry 


Strictly 
Show Biz! 


By JIMMIE JONES 
ertoinment Éditer 


To say Saturd 
show is an under 
the aisles for much of the second and third 
exhausted from howling at the imp’ 
tion on stage—and some unseen encounter 
piace in a convenient closet. 


Such plays generally generate гт 
humor by puncturing pompous figures and this 
їз no exception. The Rev. Мг. Таор ds 
the play running around in his underwear af 
clerical threads are stolen by an iniru: 
Bishop of Lax runs around in his nights 
winds up in a gooseberry patch. The wife's є 
“friend” just runs around—looking for his 
uniform. 


Much of the nks are predictable but director 
David Roster has infused the creaking vehicle with 
a number of sight gags that do wonders in freshen- 
ing the plot. 


The actors aren't a bit restrained and a little 
bit of scenery chewing goes a long way. 11's doubtful 
if more than a handful of the audience noticed, or 
cared, however. 


The acting is generally accepta і overblown. 
Linda Barron, as the vicar's wife, і. ely а 
good looks more than make up for 
in her characterization. Danny Clark handled the 
comic aspects of his portray: 
ease but I would have liked to see a hetter British 
accent and manner. Mary Barry had fun with th 
spinster Miss Skillon and Gay Grooms stole the 
show with a windy rendition of a cockney maid. 
Her accent was so і 
everyone 
comparison, 
Roy Harper, Bill Barron 2 


continue weekends at 
IDES Hall through Nov. 


Danny Clark — Linda Barron ~ Mat Purvis 
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Linda Barron 


Karyn Stodgell 


Danny Clark 


Mat Purvis 


Danny Clark 
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rehearsal sce 
Jacksen as 


delson Eddy, where are you? 


на rangers are delighted to find young ladies from an eastern girls’ school 
ling the mountains in the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's production of “Little 
y Sunshine” opening April 10. Jamie Hamblett, Missy Tucker, Bill Barron, 
noe Arruda and Tom Ryan shown above are part of the group of rangers and 
es featured in the production 


sented as dinner theatre, the musical comedy with book, music and lyrics by Rick 
wen will continue on Friday and Saturday evenings through May 8. The evening 
mentes with no-host cocktails nt 6:30, dinner 7:15 and curtain at 8:30. Tickets are 
№. sre available at Winters & Winters (745-0130) and Wolff's Drugs [745-1355] 

A non dinner т y of reduced prices will be held Sunday, April 
Reservations are requir: lor inner evenings. 
"ə MILLE: 


1 delighted Oscar 


ana AREA RARE ATA кох 


hii 


il 


(745-1356! la Benicia and 
1643-5427) im Vallejo. The 
5... per] 


i 


2 fills т Old Town Theater Group's 
in this dinnerah er production of 


The Richter Scale 


Judy Richter 


City Editor 


Benicia Group Presents 


‘Little Mary 


BENICIA Once aga 
Benicia Old Town The 


Group (BOPG) bere has put 
‘ther а fhoroughly 


tul dinner show 


time it's a musical, Rick 

van"s "Little Mary 
and it has 

going for it 

cting, dancing, 
costuming, sefling and ай the 


other theatrical details, 


Directed by Ken Hein, the 


show із well east in virtual 
, every role. 
т 


1 Little Mary Sunshine 1 
БОТС Photo moving well. 


Liz Way's choreography also 
is effective. Although most of 
the actors do not seem to be 
trained dancers, she tailored 


the dances to their abilities. 
THIS SEEMS to follow 


wise dictum: belter to do a 
simple thing well than botch up 


something more difficult. 


“Little Mary Sunshine'" 
spoofs movies of the Jeanette 
MacDonald-Nelson Eddy 


genre: 


The heroine, Little Mary, is 
an innocent young woman 
trying to maintain The 
Colorado Inn in the Rockies 


during the early 1900s. 


The hero, Capt. Jim, is a 

| forest ranger commanding а 
patrol of six men. He's devoted 

} to duty and chivalrous toward 


Mary. 


His assistant is Corp. Billy 
+ Jester, who has a crush on 
Mary's maid, Nancy, the local 


flirt. 


Other characters include 
¦ assorted Indians and inn 
| guests like a German operatic 


Lo Ше Mary Sunshine” ranks number 3.on the 
list of long-run off-Broadway productions and was 
(опе of the most refreshing satires ever produced. It 
won the Vernon Rice Award in 1959-for-author-com- 
poser Rick Besoyan as the best offering off-Broad- 
way that year, and had a successful run of 1,143 per- 
formances with Eileen Brennan and William Gra- 
ham in the principal roles. 

The setting is the Rocky Mountains, the cast 
cludes a company of forest rangers and the prin- 
pal love duet is “Colorado Love Call.'” Most people 
over 43 will instanly recognize who and what is 
being skewered Бу this satire. Opereftas of Friml, 
particularly “Rose-Marie,” and in some instances 
Romberg are the obvious targets. 


і But because “Rose-Marie” was written back in 
1921, adapted as an MGM movie musical with. Nel- 
son Eddy and Jeanette MacDonald in 1936, and re- 
made with Howard Keel and Ann Blyth some 22- 
years ago, there may be some confusion among 
those under 30 of the show's aim. Hence, it has to 
stand on its own to be appealing to a composite audi- 
,ence of all age groups. What seemed clever 16 years 
zen may be incomprehensible to some members 
today. 1 

This is ihe major problem 1 seo with the current 
Benicia Old Town Theatro Group's production of 
“Little Mary.” The musical doesn't have sufficient 
¡plot to sustain interest and the music is hardly 
(memorable, so playgoers are left with camp — or 
jnostalgia, if you please — as the principal source of 
entertainment, and a litle of that goes a long way. 

Credit yourg directór Ken Hein with keeping the 
show uncluttered of most affectations from the past 
(апа moving the proceedings along smartly. Bill 
Hay's Colorado Inn setting is lovely. 

й dim Harper, ап area veteran of resonant voice, 
“teturms as Captain Big Jim Warington, leader of the 
forest rangers and handsome wooer of Miss Mary, 
played by Claudia Barr, a pretiy coed from San 
Francisco with a fine voice and good stage presence. 
dary romance centers around Cpl. Billy 
Barron) and Naughty, Naughty Nancy 
son) the Inn's maid, who provide most 

ited performances. 

Friday’s opening performance was a bit ragged 
end uneven but a crowd of legal secretaries and 
guests whooped and plauded and let off steam 
after а hard week at the typewriters. If was as much 
a celebration of TGIF and liquid spirits as the per- 
formance. 

The rangers, played Б 
ard Silveria, Jar Bi amt 4 
Thomas М. Ryan look 
dashing in their maroon j 
(The how Hiass figure and ob y emate corn 

exion of one * п " created a suspicion later 
med, ti raph iz Way was filin 

, he coquettish giri 

from і » palyed by aes 
Lund e Giimore, Cathy 
Re possibly the 
in the past 


Losch, Rich- 


in £or 


to appear in в Вени 
four or five seasons 
Kevin McCall had fun with the dirty old man 
ər of Oscar and Margaret Barber sang well a 
iennese opera ster but her accent came and 
and better it should stay gone. Doc Scortt ad тоні 
hi way through the pert of Chief Brown B. 


bringing down the house when he lost a feafher 
his breeches. 


i 


comment from 
Saturday's show includes the 
mus cted by Kristy 
Barber. Only one minor 
character doesn’t sing well, 
but he make r it by 


Sunshine’ 


soprane мі a bevy of Eastern 
finishing school siris 

AFTER 
complications 
turns out happily ev 

Jim Harper is 

a apt 

appropria 
demure as Mary. Both singt at 
act well 

Bill Barron and Marityn 
Jackson portray Billy Jester 
and Nancy with comic ir 
They could steal the show 
they wanted to. 

The show f 
upbeat music, which the 
and pianists Kristin Harper 
and Barber handle with ease. 

Because i spoof, the cast 
could easily play for Jaughs 
exaggerating the 
cornier, more cliched lines. 

Instéad the actors} 
consistently maintain that fine 
line between burlesque and 
seriousness to achieve a 
humorous understatement— 
the quiet chuckle rather than 
the raucous guffaw. 

THE SET is attractive and 
elaborate. Rather than 
confining it to the main and 
side stages, set designer Bill 
Hay has extended it with a 
separate small platform in the 
upper third of Ше hall. 

‘Though furnished опу with a 
garden bench, it creates а, 
three-quarter-round that 
brings the actors much clozer: 
to the audience. This effect is 
further enhanced by using the 
back of the hall for “some 
entrances and exits. 

Other strengths of the shovv 
are fast pacing, deft scene 
changes and classy costumes. 

The dinner catered by a 
Vallejo restaurant is good, too. 

In short, this production has 
everything needed for ап 

jevening’s enjoyment at a 
reasonable cost, $8.50 a persor 
including dinner. 

But then, people familia: 
with BOTG have come t 
expect this sort of thing. Thi 

İrevievver has not bee 
!disappointed by any of it 
previous seven productions. 

"LITTLE MARY Sunshine! 
will continue at IDES Hall, 14 

IW. J St. here, Fridays anı 
Saturdays through May 8. Мо, 
host cocktails are 6:30 p.m} 
(dinner 7:15 p.m. and curtai 
8:30 p.m. 

A non-dinner performance il 
scheduled 7:30 p.m. April 25. Б 

Reservations may be mai 
with Winters 8: Winters, 74 

: 0130, ог VVolff”s Drugs, 745-135; 
in Benicia; or Munter Musi 
643-5427, in Vallejo. 
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Friday, April 16, 1976 Contra Costa Times: 


"Mary Sunshine' 


Jim Harper plays Captain Jim and Claudia Barr is 
Little Mary in the Benicia Old Town Theater 

| Group's production of “Little Mary Sunshine,” 
being presented weekends through May 8 at 
IDES Hall, 140 West J, Benicia. The dinner/ 

| theater evening features cocktails, dinner and 
the musical, and tickets may be reserved by call- 
ing (707) 745-0130 or (707) 745-1355. 


4 Е de 
BENICIA STAGE PRODUCTION OPENS 


VALLEJO HERALD - 4/15/76 
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by dale yiszz€rmün jone neiby ken kezey 


presented iy: 


the Benita Old Town Theatre Group 


Oct. 22,23,29,30 
Nov. 5,6,12,13,19,20 
IDES Hall 140 West J St. 
Benicia 


Actors Spencer Dawson, Ed Balasco, Fred Davis and 
Red Levine play cards while Rick Bruno and Clift 


Haggart watch in this scene from 
“One Flew Over The Cuckoo's М 


he gripping play 
" a Benicia Old 


stre Group production opening this weekend, 
Hekels are available at the usual agencies 


ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO? S NEST 


FALL 


RED LEVINE OF OLD TOWN THEATRE 
takes Benicio stage Friday. Saturdoy 


1976 


Benicia's Old Town 


Family" at Во 
Theatro Group this fall. Tho 
cast of, "One Flew Over Tho 
Cuckoo's Nest" is uniquo for 
the six family groups іп tho 
production 
Bob and Mary Ann Winters, 
husband and wifo, ara produc- 
acting in tha 
nnIng'show. 
nts ої Pacid 


wife Karyn ably assists tho di- 
rector. 

On tha production sido, Di- 
rector Dave Roster із alded by 
his wifo Pamola who is design- 
ing costumes. 

"One Flow Over The Cuc- 
koo's Nest” is playing Friday 


Theater: 


and Saturday evenings 
through November 20th. Re- 
sorvations fər the dinner show 
at 140 West J Street, Benicia, 
теу be made at Munter Music 
643-5477, Wolf City Drug Storo 
745-1355, or Winters & Winters 
745-0130. 


Mary Barry and Bob Winte 
СМ Town Theater С 

Т} md ruin Friday səd 
Reservation: Tor the dins 
745010. 


: Fe UE РОЗ 


782) 


з lead an cur b 


02851. 


BENICIA OLD Town Theater 
Group actors portraying 
mental hospital patients in 
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest" are (seated, from left, 


The Richter 


” 


Spencer Dawson as Cheswick, 
Fred Davis as Harding. Red 
Levine as Scanlon, (standing. 
from left, Ed Belasco as R P. 


Judy Richter 


Benicia Group Faces Challenge In 'Cuckoo's Nest ’ 


BENICIA— Benicia OM 
Town Theater Group (BÖTC 
here took on a formidable task 
when it decided to do “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’ Б 
as its fall 1976 production. 

After all, the movie version 
won a гай of Academy 
Awards, led by Jack 
Nicholson's and Louise 
Fletcher's for acting in the 
principal roles of R.P. 
MeMurphy and Nurse 
Ratched. 

FURTHERMORE, many 
viewers probably saw the 
long-running. highly 
successíul San Francisco 
stage production. 

Thus this local 
presentation thought to be 
{һе first by a community 
group— faces comparison 
with outstanding recent 
professional renditions. 

Although I usually use 
differing criteria for 
professional and amateur 


Há bela 


20 at IDE 


productions, during BOTG's 
opening night Friday I found 
myself applying professional 
standards, 

ONE REASON is that 
during the past four years 1 
have come to expect fine work 
from BOTG despite its 
amateur status. 

The other reason is that 1 
couldn't help comparing this 
production with the movie and 
the SF play. 

For the most part, the 
comparison is favorable. 

BOTG's VERSİON of “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest” 
is well done, providing a 
generally satisfying theatrical 
experience. 

The play concerns the 
conflict between the 
establishment as represented 
by Nurse Ratched and the free 
spirit as represented by 
MeMurphy. 

The action occurs in à 
menzal hospital. where 


mop 


WT) 6475477, 748-1080 əf 


vski 


wed, Get. т, не 


McMurphy, Rick Bruno as 
Martini and Cliff H: 
Шу Bibbilt. 


Scale 


City Editor 


MeMurphy has managed to 
have himself confined in order 
lo avoid a work farm 
sentences. . 
McMURPHY’S effect on the 
hospital routine and his fellow 
patients provides a variety of 
emotions and insights in a 
powerful, well-crafted story. 
Directed by David Roster, 
this production features one of 
the strongest casts I've seen at 


Especially effective are the 
actors who portray the more 
important patie: Fred 
Davis as Dale Harding. Red 
Levine as Scanlon, Spencer 
Dawson as Cheswi 
Levine as Martini. 

THE MOST out: 
acting comes from F 
resident Cliff Haggart. 
portrays the stutte: 
patient, Billy 
masterful job. 
professional 

Mary Barry did a competent 
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hapless char 
guise of: 


сара 
have enjoyed 


STRICTLY SHOWBIZ $c | 
AA ids eet у] 
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Benicia Opens 
Powerful Play: 


, By JIMMI ONES 
Times-Herzid Entertainment local! 


gold. Mary Barry, lost егеп 
in “The Patriot 
plays his evil 
Nurse Racket, 
ad infuses the character 
with the proper mixture of 
eitfulness and reve 


Cliff Haggart as the stu 
= tering. pitiful Bill 
Т and Danny Clark 
catatonic Chief Bromde 
lend strong su 
le swirling around the 
principals 


"One Flew Over 


selling novel before it 
> a powerful play whi 
t five years i 


о. The m 


rave 
Town | Other inmates are 
ped up by Fred Dav; 
er Dawson," Rich 
Ben Levine, Ren 
Тип Donovan. 
А ў Don Palmer, Paci: 
el x got 10 hand and A 


than other 
є 
his character the 


the play to mal 


Creating route 
iraeters Corr y 


torment 


ше mi MAL 
бз a tame м. 


شما 
ме cew man II 4 өй «әуе ii ormenoely‏ 


“Cuekoo”s Nest^ Debuts 


"One Flew Over The 
Nest” presented by 


days through Nov. 20. [D 


ys 1 
| Hall, 140 Went J Stree 


s something about 

attentiing a play that bi 
racters я little 

y watehing their per 

formance on film. 

Maybe it's the fact that the 
Маре actors are three dimen 
sional, present in the Пе: 
instegd of captured light 
ages Mashed onto a screen. 
Maybe it's the fact that be- 
cause of this third dimension 


' the audience senses and the 


2 y^ 
Contra Costa. des 


On Stage in Benicia 


1: By BILL WEIL 
"The Benicia Old Town 
Theater Group is a rarity in 
[thé community theater 
field these days. It's proba- 
jbly the only dinner theater 
| company іп the East Bay 
¡with a regular season and 
¡regular patrons. 
“Last weekend I Jour- 
¡neyed north to see their 
newest offering, “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest,” 
Dile Wasserman's stage 
atlaptation of the novel, di- 
rected by David C. Roster. 
An evening with BOTTG 
begins early, with no - host 
cocktails served from 6:30 
to 7:15, followed by an easi- 
iy forgettable meal and 
more cocktails (if you 
wish), with the entertain- 
ment commencing around 


3:30. 
It's an interesting enough 
show, perhaps even more 
sö because of the recent 
version. People are fa- 
with the characters 


is а good one for any com 

pany with the talent to fill 

the 23 roles, many of them 

demanding parts. 

But Director Hoster has 

grievous cant 

notably Ed 

claseo as П.Р. MeMur- 

phy. Bela st ізгі 
ifained enough аз 


there. What charm exists Û 
seriously compromised 


his dress (more Hell's An- 
gel than anything). . 

The writing is full of 
character, but Belasco 
stops short of full interpre- 
tation, letting his uneven 
delivery of lines serve in- 
stead. In short, (Не role 
lacks dignity. 

Another oversight in the 
casting department in- 
volves an equally impor- 
tant element ín the show's 
believability. Nurse 
Ratched, as played by 
Mary Thomas Barry, is 
less equipped than neces- 
sary for the task, heing al- 
most devoid of 
understanding and plastic 
іп manner. Barry's attrac- 
tive looks make her appear 
much too young for Nurse 
Ratched, while the prob- 
lems of characterization 
may have gone unnoticed 
by the director, 


“One Flew Over the Cuc- s 


koo's Nest" has a superb 
supporting cast of chronic 
and acute patients, and 
Fred Davis (seen recently 
in “Company” in Concord) 
is the best, His pragmatic 
rendition of Harding is the 
most believable display of 


sistent, intelligent, and 
worthy of high marks. 
Most of the patients are 
convincingly disturbed, 
while some, like $ T 
Dawson as Cheswick, са 
seem to let weli enou 


actors know that one chance is 
all they're allowed. Or maybe 
it's the fact that a dinner 
theatre is more intimate than 
a movie theatre anyway, sup- 
ping with friends and family 
in circles around tables to the 
glow and flicker of candle- 
light. 

"There is an intimacy I came 
away with, a feeling that 
brought me very close to 
those people under the lights. 
In а word, BOTTG's opening 
night performance of Ken 
Kesey's "One Flew Over The 
Cuckoo's Nest" was profes- 


The play, for those unfam- 
iliar with it, involves mem- 
bers of the acute ward in a 
state mental hospital. Pat- 
ients are pitted against staff 
in the ensuing battle between 
the raucious new patient, 
R.P. MeMurphy, and the 
nadir of compassion, Nurse 
Ratched, over rights and free- 
doms of those within the 
walls, hope is for what they 
grasp. x 

By intermission, when the 
lights came up, I wrote: à 
tight performance! I had 
watched each characterization 
unfold and flower during the 
first act, impressed by the 
depth and consistency all re- 
vealed. A mental ward de- 
serves some study in respect 
and understatement, as those 
peopling it are real if a bit 
brain-battered. Any attempt 
to capitalize on the humorous 
antics of the patients for 
purely comic reasons at the 
sake of their real-ness, would 
have destroyed the credibility 
of drama in the other se- 
quences. This, director 
Roster, avoided. 

Yet the humor that is pre- 
sent plays a definite part; it 
acts as an escape valve for the 


өзімін 


pin 4 crazy İsbel 
we Joes” of th 
hreatening to 


Murphy in 

and free talk 

ays him oul b v 
ning and struttin; з wa along th all 
around the ward, daring and bring to thos 
conning. Mary Thomas Barry ugh Lo be 
аз Nurse Ratehed allows no- 

thing ofthe armor surround. meal and muse 
ing her to slip; she is the that is perhaps no! 
powerful iron-handed ruler, much removed fre 
controlling outcomes af lives beyond the foot 


[Ed Balesco], 
"One Flew Over The 
takes his medication as 
nurses Maggi Cohen Beasley and Judy 
Brown, and patients Mary Ann Win- 


Friday, Осі. 29,16 , 


alone. Overdone twitching 
does not a nut make. 

Some less affected char- 
acterizations include Cliff 


Haggart's Billy Bibbit (the 


stuttering mama's boy), 
Danny Clark's Chief Brom- 
den, and Rick Bruno's Mar- 
tini. The smaller parts are 
50 - 50, depending on wheth- 


er or not the director's | 


ideas for staging get in the 
"way. 

For instance, Chief 
Bromden's fantasy - corre- 
spondence scenes are an 
intrusion into the flow of the 
play, and should have been 
down - played Instead of so 
much time being spent 
lighting and scoring on 
them. Every now and then 
the action freezes, allowing 
опе or more character's to 
perform against a tableau 
‘These are gimmicks that 
could have been saved for 
ething other than a 
realistic experience iu a 
surreal environment 

The set (designed by 
John Meredith), із surpris 
ingly accurate and effi- 
elentiy lit by Betty 


ler. Naney John- | 
son's original musical 


score із melodic 
priate, and appe 
would have been 2 аз 
nice to dine to it, for that 


The price of an evening 
CH din | 

a $4.50 per person, and 
a. the hall de full (as it 
last weekend) there 
The 

rand re 

rfarm. 

veh 


ters and Рафа Clark look оп. -Тім 
dinner theatre production opens Fri, 
Oct. 22. For reservations call Winters 
& Winters, 745-1030. 


Peeri Htratel rojæjté 


Ron Stodgelt Gelt), Don Palmer, Tim Donovan and Danny Clark are chronic ward patients ін 
“One Flew Over the Cockoo's Nest.” a Bealcia ОМ Town Theater Group production. 
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екісін Old Town Theater Group 
Sreet, Benicia. tonight aad 


hones eater productiva. which 
coasinves Friday and Saterday 


destures "karma Naron. a Henicia resident. and Chris 
ə. عد‎ a سوت‎ atartment while тыз) Мазар 


|5390 Рас Hts. 2 BR, 2 BA. со! | 


$385 LAUREL MTS. 2 ВЯ Sty 


[5345 
Market. Ргріс 8326643 | 
Es Buana Vista Charaid | 

] Bedrm. with Exoal 

High Ceiling, | 

668-520 


Jill Anderson 


PAGE 46 


i Я Sch ede Norma Sharon İ 
Chris Schroeder a m | Chris Schroeder Nori Hesse 


здо Bmc o ps 


Chris Schroeder 


PAGE 47 


PON A Mi 


medi 
iltempted. 


Tue 


"sensitivity te 
tos! 


РАТЕЕ (TRE GROUP 


Blindfolded... 


An “ proc 


PAGE 48 


and Saturday evenings through November 19 Dinner | 
reservations are required. and may be obtained by calling | 


Winters & Winters, 745 0130. Tickets may also bo purchased at | 


Wolff's Drug Store. Beam) МАТ | 


А BARRON portrays Princess Winifred, with as 
as Kind Sexumus and Chuck 


musical comedy. “Once 
The musical comedy is based on the fairy tala "The Princoss 


end the Pea." Lois Gibson, above right, and Queen Penny 


псе Upon a Mattress” 


A delightful occasion 


By Sherry Jones. 


an adult, musical, humorous 
that hints at incestuous 
aduliry. and pre-marital sex, be 
with humor, professionalism 
in good taste? In this case of the 
Old Town Theatre Group 
yers, the answer is definitely in 
affirmative. 

The 8:30 p.m. curtain for Friday 
‘night's opening night of Once Upon 
a " was preceded by no host 
coektails and a delicious catered 
dinner. The gala cvening was hosted 
by the legal secretaries of Solano 

and the attendance was 


icd and seasoned director could have 
ast this play with the capacity to 


‘ake the characters believable, and 
s attention for an 


ef exhausting humor. 
Kohles is obviously 

ef human behavior, 
was on the 


fessi 
but the sadience m 
‘enticing supposition of the ty 
ratie voice in 


avenues of communication, one of 
them із facial expression and another 
eye contact, Linda Barron receives 
the primo nod in her role of Win 
nifred, with Rick Bruno, the Min 
strel, a close second in engulfing 
audience contact. If one were to run 
the spectrum on eye contact, Penny 
Dawson, (whose acting and facial ex 
pressions were thorough), seemed to 
have her eye contact somewhere 
above the audience level... perhaps 
this was her method of enbancing her 
successful portrayal of (he 
haugbtiness of her role. 

Every play seems (o produce 
"unexpected actors”, The lead parts, 
of course, are anticipated to attract 
the patrons attention, but the “unex: 
pected” ін an intangible source of 
energy and talent that often does not 
activate until the play is done before 
live breathing bodies. Red Levine 
who played the part of Studley found 
himself with the theatergoers in the 
palm of his hand: so much so that it 
nearly broke him up during a fairly 
important scene. Norma Sharon in 
her role as Princess No. 12 also 
culminsted great rapport with her 
spectators, with a giggle (hat would 
shame the Tickle commercials. 

The orchestra seemed to be pulled 
and swayed by the accompanying 
stage players, because the music was 
almost felt more than heard by the 
audience...this is a talent that com- 
plements rather than competes for 
the audiences attention. Christy 
Truelsen, Musical Director ls to be 


congratulated. 
The choice of pastel colors for the 


lights, sets and costumes were 
enhancing to the play...only Queen 


- 


Aggravain wore a blaring color, 

which rightfully accentuated her 

personality of a domineering wife 

and mother. Our compliments to Pat 

Kohles Gen Coonradt and Bill 

Granger on their costume and light 
ns, 

Penny Dawson, while doing а 
strenuous bit of acting, was nearly 
sabotaged by her own endeavor. As 
set designer, along with director, 
Dennis Kohles, she must have been 
amazed іо have had the bird cage 
handle come off ín her hands. It must 
be stated however, that her recovery 
was most commendable...as she 
humorously extended her derrier in- 
to the air and physically pulled what 
must have been a heavy awkward 
cage on to the stage by its frame. 

It is supposed by all who watched 
opening night of "Mattress" that in 
future productions more than one 
person will be put on the side screen 
1o prevent another near disaster, and 
that Sir Guile the Juggler, will keep 


his juggling equipment out of view of | 


the audience, until it is time for the 
juggling act. 

However, if these mistakes and 
flaws could be measured against the 
quality of the entertainment, the 
flaws would be the size of the pea 
placed under the Princess's mattress, 
by Queen Aggravain. 

Opening night is a critic's hey day, 
because (he initial performance 
illuminates weaknesses and flaws İn 
the choice of play, casting, props, the 
amount of preparation, etc. Often on 


opening night, it is difficult for a 
eritic to be kind. Occasionally, a 


critic is delighted. Friday night was 
one of those occasio! 4 
Г 


Secretary Pat Wyatt approves аз Jester Chuck Levine searches 
for the true princess while Linda Barron as Princess Winifred 
hopes that “the shoe fits.” The gala opening night begins with 
cocktails at 6:30, followed by 7:15 dinner and an 8:30 curtain. 
Mrs. Wyatt, 745-0130, has ticket information.--Times-Herald 


Photos. 


By Leslye Asera 

I found myself in a room 
full of royalty - kings, 
queens, princesses, ladies 
and gentlemen of the 
court. The colors made me 
dizzy - bright blue capes, 
pink, orange and crimson 
gowns, elaborate hats of 
brilliant colors. And in the 
center of the flurry was 
Dennis Kohles, directing 
this whirling funnel of 
color and merry madness 
into a viable art form - the 
present production by the 
Benicia Old Town Theatre 

roup of "Once Upon A 

attress,” 


Dennis is a psychologist, 
at least when he directs. 
He has found that direc- 
ting has little to do with ac- 
Чак, and all to do with 
working with and knowii 
people. "If I find that 
not getting what I want 
from someone on stage, I 
try torelate to that person 
int different way,” Dennis 


our Interview, it 
nt that 


Masengill Dawson doubt that a princess could sleep with “а 


can of peas" under her canopy. 
continues weekends through Nov. 19 with catering by 


Redwood Inn. 


‚ The dinner-theatre production, p, 
агї! 
ту 


BOTTG's Dennis Kohles 
Director of the court 


Dennis had his band in 
ereating more than one 
ресі of the show. When 1 
arrived he was helping to 
put the finishing make-up 
touches on the face of the 
mischievous queen. 


“What about my make- 
up?” asks one of the male 


; 


players as he leaves the Г 


dressing table, 

"No, too pale," says 
Dennis. “I brought some 
new makeup for men's 
faces. It's over on the 
other table. Try the one 
with orange tones." 

It turns out that Dennis 
is not only responsible for 
the direction of this show, 
but also for the 
choreography, make-up, 
and set design. There are 
not many € of show 
production that he is not 
familiar with. In addition 
he is an actor, dancer, 
singer, costume designer 
and constructor of: 


This is the thir 
Dennis has b 
İn a product 


Director Dennis К = 
irector ohles clowi ith lending. 
lady Linda Barron. "PT 


this particular show. The Although Dennis пе" 
first time he acted ín the 
кы баны i raises his voice, he s 


youth group. For an adult are ready to 
dinner theatre audience, ideas, el s 
Dennis feels he can here, tha 
present tbe sbow in a little make the 
different way. "It can be the 
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THE NIGHT OF THE IGUANA 


SPRING 


Page 14—The Dally Republic, Fairfield, Callf., Wed., Apr. 5, 1978! 


The Richter | 


Scale 


By JUDY RICHTER. 


DR City Editor 


Benicia Theater Group 
Stages ‘Night Of Iguana’ 


BENICIA — After a 3 
dinner- 


1978 


Night of The Iguana’ 


_ Superb Acting, 
. Special Effects, 


Set Design 


By GERRY CARROLL 
Reporter Staff Writer 

Superb acting, effective set design 
and some spectacular special effects 
make “Night of the Iguana" a worth- 
while evening of entertainment as 
presented by the Benicia Old Town 
‘Theatre Group. 

"The show opened March 31 and із run- 
ning every Friday and Saturday night 
through April 29. No-host cotktalls are 
served beginning 6:30 p.m. with dinner 
at7:15 and curtain time for the play set 
at 0:30. The theatre is located at 140 
West "J" St. in Benicia, 

At right around two hours in length, 
the play is not too long and does not end 
up boring the audience. The action is 
continuous, and blocking set by director 
Bill Granger is well-rehearsed and 
realistic in concept. 


Emotional Performance 
“Night of the Iguana” plays to a 
background of a run-down Mexican 
hotel, off the usual tourist areas. The 
principle’ character is the Rev. T. 
Lawrence Shannon, played with biting 
emotionalism by Edd Linskey. 


Shannon is an ordained priest who 
has fallen by the wayside; his personal 
view of God is drastically different than 
views of other clergymen. Consequent- 
ly, as а result of his “defrocking” which 
was a result of insidious behavior with 
young women, he turned to Mexico to 
direct tours and live basically a 
miserable existence. 


Shannon is pushed around with 
regularity by the hotel’s manager, 
Maxine Faulk, played by Rhea 
Leonard. Her performance was very 
convincing and set the stage for Shan- 
non's contrasting craziness. 


Crazy Tourists 

German tourists play an outside role 
in the show, supporting the principle 
characters, Ron Duran, Gloria 
Kipsey,Elizabeth Gill and Mark Reuter 
form a most unusual and offbeat family 
that ridicules Shannon and his antics, 
among other things. 

Michael Christopher and George 
Spelvin play respective supporting 
roles as Pedro, a Mexican hired hand, 
and Hank, a bus driver. Although small 


parts, they are played with a realism 
(PP ost) 4/19, 


that sets the proper atmosphere (ог the 
show, 


Edie Lewis steals the show as Han- 
nah Jolkes, the aging spinster who has 
romantic outlines for Shannon. She has 
to attend to her grandfather, Nonno — 
played by Bob Titus — and scratch out 
a meager living selling water colors 
and her grandfather's poems. 


Some Struggling 

Michael McIntyre plays Jake Latta, 
‘one who doesn’t put up with Shannon 
and his problems. The only “violent” 
scene in the show pits Jake and Shan- 
non as they argue about Shannon's in- 
creasing insanity and how it's hurting 
the tour business. 


Meanwhile, Christina Belvis is 
Charlotte Goodall, a teenager who 
gives in to Shannon's animalistic inten- 
tions, and Lois Patricia Gibson is 
relistically stiff-and-proper аз Miss 
Judith Fellows, the head of a Baptist 
chureh group touring Mexico and one 
who doesn't take any of Shannon's lies 


STRONG PERFORMANCES — The Rev, rwrence Shannon 
N - „Т. Lar i 

ty (played by Edd Linskey) and Hannah Jelkes (played by Edie 

wis) are two principle characters in “Night of the Iguana,” а 

E T Tarh performed by the Benicia Old Town 

oup every Friday and Saturday night through . 

Curtain time for the show Js 8:20 p.m., with dinner pai əə 


and no-host cocktails at 6:30, 


and devious activity, 

The show is worth seeing. Despite a 
few very technical flaws, the per- 
formance is exceptional and is véry ab- 


sorbing. Itisa serious drama, yet funny 
Es iani respects. Tennessee Williams’ 
rue dramatic ability comes to № 

with this group. y 0 


Promising BOTTG Production 
Of Tennessee Williams Drama 


| 


9-Benicia Herald, Wednesday, April 5, 1978 | 


Ву ВЕТТУ МІМАНЕМ 


Few would fault the 
Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group for timidity. Al- 
though they are an 
amateur company with ас- 
tors drawn primarily from 
the Benicia-Vallejo- 
Martinez area, they are 
ready and willing to tackle 
just about anything written 
for the dramatic stage, 
from musicals to trag- 
edies, from Moliere to Ken 
Kesey. I doubt that any 
BOTTG production staff 
has chosen lo produce a 
work ‘simply because it 
looked easy. 


And certainly Tennessee 
Williams plays are nol 
easy. He ranks among the 
heavywelghts in the world 
of modern drama. - Often 
his verbal and visual sym- 
bolism is obscure, and on 
occasions, like ACT's pre- 
mlere a couple of seasons 
ago of “This 1s...An Enter- 
talnment," he is theatrical 
to а fare-thee-well. But his 
gifts for creating charac- 
ter and mood and the lyr 
iclsm of his dialogue are 
almost unparalleled and 
any actor would love Lo be 
cast in a Willlams play. 


His 1961 award-winning 
drama “The Night of the 


$ 


Rea Leonard, left, plays Maxine, a tough resort 


owner in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 


and Edith Levis is Hannab, a gentle New England spinster, in tbe Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group's production of “The Night ‘of the Iguana.” Reservations for the 
dinner-theatre production, which continues Fridays and Saturdays through April 29 at 

Hall, may be made by coatacting Muster Music in Vallejo or Winters and 


Iguana" is BOTTG's new 
dinner-theatre production 
(playing Fridays and Sat- 
urdays through April 29 at 


eh ———— | 


BOTIG's “Night of the Iguana” 


4) 
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BI 


probe 
troubled depths of his 


сапу 

tal 
Tus 
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air 
mün 
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Е 


2 Satur 
у gui bis Unrough Ape. 5 
аниме fron. 


Waters о Bees 


A winning ticket will help the show 


By Sherry Jones 

It bas finally happened! 
In the past nine months 
that 1 have been dolng 
reviews of local plays, I 
have been able to give only 
rave reviews. However, 
Night of the Iguana has 
ended my optimistic 
cherry line of chatter. We 
must, however, keep in 
mind that this eritic had a 
wisdom tooth pulled the 
morning of the play and 
ж ling a bit “testy” 
around tbe jaw line. 

The setting for my first 
pan was the Benicia Old 
Town Theatre Group's 
Saturday night perfor 
mance of Tennessee 
William's play, Night of 
the Iguana, held in the 
IDES Hali at First and J 
Streets 

1 401 my hat, however. 
to Edd Linskey and Edith 
Lewis who played the 
leads in the production 
They met only led the 
players > they supported 


them and kept the play 
from sinking with the sun 
into the Puerto Vallarta 
scenery. 

Edd played the part of 
the Reverend T. Lawrence 
Bhannon a renegade, 
defroeked minister who 
stirred the emotions 
deeply. Опе was com- 
pelled to mother him, 
spank him and give him a 
drink just to calm the poor 
man down, There was а 
lady who was able to reach 
him; Hannah Jelkes, 
played by Edith. Her 
carriage, courage and 
delivery were superb « it 

xactly what the 

ed needed and 

what the play needed аз 
well. 

The part of Hannah's 
grandfather, Nonno por 
trayed by Bob Titus was 
somehow disappointing to 
mo. Perhaps he was trying 
too hard. but his charac 
ion was not con 

My other gripe 


teriza 
sistenl 


was the German family. 
The daughter, Hilda; 
played by Elizabeth Gill 
was "cutesy" with her ball 
throwing and what ever, 
but the whole family left me 
irritated. But, I must give 
the director, Bill Granger 
credit in the family por- 
trayal, I, too, believe 
Williams intended the 
three members to function 
as an entity and that end 
was achieved, 

There were a lot of new 
faces in the play, and some 
for the first time out. 
When looking over the 
program following Scene 
1, 1 noticed some familiar 
names in the behind the 
scenes action, Namen such 
as Danny Clark, Penny 
Dawson and Linda 
Barron..it made me wish 
for a fleeting moment that 
those people could trade 
places with the players and 
rescue the play 

After the grating and 
rather draggy first өсе 


' job, Their parts were Very 


things began to pick up. 
Edd and Edith's nis 
dominated the second act 
andit was a blessing. They 
did a really remarkable 


believable, and that is 
saying something for a 
Tennessee Williams play. | 
His plays use symbols, 
parallels and concentrate 
on characterization, 

Bill Granger and his 
tribe bit off a pretty large 
bit when they chose Night. 
of the Iguana, Ido hope lots 
of people support the 
BOTTG and қо to see the 
play that runs through 
April 29th, It's not their) 
best...büt Й Ів an enjoyable | 
evening. 1 can't comment 
on the food, because I could | 
not eat! 

Although the produc 

hinking, "Is that 

7" all will be 

forgiven if my tieket 

should be drawn for the 

trip to Puerto Vallarta 

ibat was donated by 
Benicia Travel. 


TOES Най, Benicia). Турі- 
cally, it is peopled with 
fascinating characters at 
critical points in their lives 
—a delrocked priest, a lus- 
ty widow, and а seemingly 
vulnerable New England 
spinster, all defeated poo- 
ple entrapped by life like 
ihe iguana of the title, 
which is captured and tor- 
mented before it is con- 
sumed. 

"The BOTTG production, 
directed by Bill Granger, 
Seeds а good deal 04 
tightening up (even Ue 
fascinating second act Tw» 
lation scene between МАЙР 
nah. the spinster, and 
Shannon, the priest 
drags), and а paír of majos 
charactertzations need to 
be flesbed out. 


Stili, with some sage de 
rectorial adjusiments, the 
production should mature 
into one the groap can be 
proud of 


A potabiy good per 
formance, calm and rea 
soned, is turned in ty Edith 
Lewis as Hannah, the 
spinster forced io hustle 
her art do support зей 
and bret й 
dent 


1 
Winters in Benicia. 


Shannon and Rhea Leonard 

as the recenily-widowed 

hotel owner. Shannon's im- 
rvous bresk- 
е forefront of 

Lip 

former. priest tormented 


ict between the 
b 


Leonard leeds to play the 
Мау Maxine im a single 


key as well, indicating to 
both playet 
tion in their 


The atmosphere of a 
rustic m puntainside 
геми! ое ou (be edge х 
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Jansen and Nee! Rich) зв 
sound effects (Dann 
Clark) incleding з wel 
contrived electrica! stort 


change жэ 
teacher Chers di Bevis a 
the lovestructt Chariot 
cee Spem as Hes 

4 


George Spelvin Bob Titus Tony Rivera Edd Linskey 
Mike McIntyre Lois Gibson Chris Bevis Michael. Christopher 
Edith Lewis Edd Linskey Rhea Leonard 
Mark Rauter Elizabeth Gill Gloria Kipsey Ron Duran 


Christina Bevis 


— ——— Hue s 


Орг зей бө bevis ТИ Gibson 
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ALI чи Sid тои»! бк“ — 


par veri 97% erp ras 


“LITILE MURDERS” 


т Š 
MiM pripeme 


LITTLE MURDERS 


but thora s very не 


pfetudices 
селен in Fetter A 190 оту 
- и © Directed бу 
E. С Мови. the piap in ts weekend at mot O E © 


Not to play й sale Willy tont 
А тот, - another time tosteri 


FALL 1978 


sermon in 
been emi 


packed іт Бөле 
M e S bare knuckied statement: 


1 was present there wi 
A cross-section of 
hearty tau wahrigks. ironie chucktes and store 1 при 
provat from the audience IMA веною the latter is п measure 
the рілу з success tor Fiiffer has hoped to each inoue insu 
ated from random violence, shattered dro, id the 
paranoia Of constantly being under selge in you 

he Theatre Group is to J 

паа bo commended for tac 
Which is not to say there aro; 

n tft itself or 
in tho direction or in the portormaneps The play i etin the 
Bost Vietnam period and much of the humor. espacialiy t^ 

eating with homosexuals, seen 4 ymo of thi 
gags are too often repeated, es, 5... 
toile! Overall the performances, 
characterzalions were one-dimension; 
riz al. T rest in 
the characters, but a lack of sympathy. The play originally 
failed on Broadway, but was later turned into a hit under the 
intelligent direction of actor Alan Arkin 
'or theater-goers, the stage is set ES 
mel 5 et early at the 1.0.E S. 
57 та greeted by National Guardsmen rather than 
ushers. Tho walls were festooned with police range targets 
URDERS and newspaper stories that shouted “murder” in their head: 
10/40) - lines, tablecloths were appropriately colored red and flower 
5 Я і ке екі in bea cans riddled by bullets. 

ə Via inner (59.50) was served an hour before curtain time. 
JULES ЕКІН: ER After testing mine for arsenic, І plunged into a sizable portion 
of roast beef, complete with salad, vegetable, baked potato, 
melon and dessert. Wine, beer and cocktails were also avail- 
able. The lights went down at 8:15 p.m., followed by slides of 
stiil more grisly newspaper headlines and accompanied by 
ragtime music 


wing such 


pecially the tushing of 
аго strong, but some of the 


THE BENICIA OLD TOWN ТНЕАТГ 


Those ‘ooking for a plot ийа рутину, maie dna 
PRESENTS IT'S 1978 FALL PRODUC: 


oneting will ba dissappointed a тоға win 
becsaopointed. Those ooking! ratiection of some ofthe 
absurdibes of the times will nor 


верх 


characters. i 
There is a marriage, a senseless murder and the play | 

winds up with the family taking turns firing shots at podest 

rians from the window of tho flat. Not exactly your classic 

lot. 

P'o! There are а number of juicy roles, but the son-in-law 

character of Alfred is the koy one. Tha! role ía essayed by 

Martin “Red” Levine, well-known in this area for his work in 


By Judy Richter 
Daily Republic Entertainment Editor 


Benicia's 
“Little Murders' 


BENICIA — As a cartoon Set in a New York City 
character once sald, "We 
have met the enemy and 
they areus.” 
That statement seems to 
sum up the theme of Jules 
Felffer"s black comedy, 


ПІ 


рінестер ву: DAVID С. ROSTER. 


ді 


Black Mood 
Is Beautiful 


By BETTY MINAHEN 


і 


E 


ili 


Theater 


s» | Goodtime 


КУ | Со 


His successful transition and excellent 
timing earned a large share of the 
evening's laughter. 

As Patsy, the domincering daughter, 
Marilynn Schonberg got off to a пег- 
vous start at last Friday's opening, but 
came back to deliver a very assured, 
commanding performance. Some of her 
best moments came during her wed- 
ding scene, when she utters not a word, 
but her facial expressions speak 
volumes. 

Ben Levine had some nice moments 
as Carol Newquist, but must be careful 
pot to “foreshadow” his actions before 
They occur. Mary Ann Winters was 
adorable as the tiny Marjorie, but 
needs to speed up her timing in a few 
places. Tim Donovan portrayed а 
suitably peculiar son Kenny. 

Some very excellent acting occurred 
among the minor roles. Tady Galleran 
as Henry Dupas might have walked off 
with the audience in his pocket if he had 


E LIC CA 


to 


_ Judge with a captivating use of speech, 

but unfortunately the script is not at its 
test bere. Danny Clark as Detective 
Practice and Bill Barron as the Second 


is — Detective were very funny as two police 
officers en the verge of nervous break- 
down. 


The flaw has to фо with a 
GAL Ə. mn ə 
j Projections 


BENICIA COMEDY — Starring іп “Little Murders,” presented 
by the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group, are Danny Practice (lefty 
аз Lt. Practice and Ben Levine as Carol Newquist. (Photo Special 


to The Reporter) 


resulted in more distraction than 
enhancement, 

Another easily remedied flaw: As à 
director once said, "Never bé upstaged 
by your shoes.” Crepe soles on hollow 
wooden floors, please, Or at least some 
carpeting 

Overall. the performance is oom- 


pelling enough to make the added at- 
traction of dinner unnecessary. Піза | 


BENICIA — Black is 
the mood, but many and 
hearty are the laughs in 
the Benicia Old Town 
Theatre production of 
“Little Murders,” play- 
ing weekends through 
November in IDES Hall 
here. 


Director David C. 
Roster has elicited gener- 
ally fine performances 
from his actors and 
offers a rich, exciting 
interpretation of Jules 
Feiffer’s satiric look at 
post-Vietnam America in 
the microcosm of an 
average, middle class 
apartment - dwell- 
ing Manhattan family. 


interest ("You can't get 
hurt if you don’t feel 
things"). 

A mindless act forces 
Alfred's return to ““nor- 
maley,” and the manner 
in which he and Patsy's 
family adjust to that act 
and adapt themselves to 
the world in which they 
live gives one plenty of 
food for thought. 

Ben Levine is excellent 
as the father, Archie 
Bunker - like “realist.” 
The diminutive Mary 
Ann Winters has the 
perfect look as the fam- 
ily-centered mother who 
knows that life must be 
good if her family smiles 
through dinner, and Tim 
Donovan is effective as 


sz” 
ssl 
EN 


2 
H 


2 
dı 


nice touch, nevertheless. 
“Little + Murders" 


available by phoning 1745-0138, 


continues 
weekends through Nov. 25 at the 
Hall in Benicia. Tickets are #0, Ше 
cluding dinner, Reservations are 


AZ 
IDES what life offers him, 


nam veteran who accepts 


simply drifting off emo- 
tionally when he loses 


—Ó— 


anarchy rises the truth. 
Who said that? Certainly 
not Jules Feiffer, 
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Mary Arm Winters Ben Levine Tím Donovan 


Ben Levine Marilyn Schoenberg 


ү Review 


Ben Levine. y 


Bit Too Much 


povided by Jul 
bves to be a bit too bi 
dience. 

“Murders,” set i 

s the fall productic 
eater Grou 

Its abstr 


ehind the savage 
Still, on its face without dee 


erpretation, the two h 
irous, refreshingly c 
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fim Donovan Ben Levine М. Winters “Red? Levine M, Schoenberg 
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GIRL 


CRAZY 


SPRING 13973 


The Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 


presents 


Book by Guy Bolton and Jack McGowan 
Music by George Gershwin 


Lyrics by Ira Gershwin 


Director: Jim Nielsen 
Musical Director: Kristy Truelsen 


Walie Independent əə 28,1979 | 


Gershwin Songs 


ve The Play 


By BETTY MINAHEN 
BENICIA — The 

n musical "Girl 

azy" ain't what it used 
But then, that's true. 


o ا‎ hat 
d in1930. TV 


side of sappy and great 
fun to watch kceping 
good control of his 
character as Kate's once 
and future husband, Zoli. 
Terry McInerney is the 
western star who; 
comes to Custerville оп ` 
hiatus from show bizand | 
stays to open а dude} 
ranch. Kristy Truelsen із! 
the charming post- 
mistress for whom he 


| 


Tor the caterer’: 
Brightly deliclous, lumbleweed salad. 


Everybody seemed to be ra: t 
dressing did to spinach leaves, 27 Dade biis 
|01 egg and bacon and croutons. Menu 
| tagged by names In keeping with 
| Selling of the Gershwins' 1930s musical. Poulet 
і Íromage was Texas Jackrabbit, the custard 


grouteaux citron, dura 
, cafetiere, Arizona EUR saa le 


BOTTG has a mew caterer thls season and 
thereby hangs the tale of а crazy opening night for 
the new production, "Girl Crazy." The Alternative 
| of Concord "broke down" — Or, some say, got 
confused and went to Danville. Or was it a Friday 
| night traffic tic-up? 


| When the dinner didn't show, the cocktail hour 
| went on. And on. Finally the play went on. Finally 
| the caterers came, served salad and by way of 

apology free drinks for everyone. The stage lit up, 
| the performance sparkled, and the entree was 
- saved for a midnight snack after which the band 

“jammed a while," and everybody danced. Story 


ES that only one customer asked for his money 
| back. 


When we went backstage after Saturday's 


| Show to congratulate the company, leading lady 
| Linda Barron (Kate) reported opening night had 


been hectic for her. She was having a bout with 


| intestinal flu. She recovered Saturday. 


Currently president of BOTTG, the Benicia 
resident puts on a quite professional performance. 
Her dance numbers do justice to “1 Got Rhythm,” 
for which she appears in а flaming red strapless 
gown, and her bumps and grinds in “Delilah” are 
“ə — in net stockings and black and silver scapt- 
ies. ? 


Kate is hired on as a singer at the hotel”s dance 
hall, where she's stopped off with her “ex,” the 


| Hungarian Zoli, also her manager and accom- 


panist. 
Dennis Kohles' Zoli delighted the audience, 


, and rightly so. His accent never falters and his 


lines are fun. The philandering husband wants his 
wife back. “Can't we let bygones be has beens?” һе 
pleads. 


But Kate wants Johnny (Terry McInerney), 
ex-movie actor, a left-over on location who's 
bought a lemon of a cattle ranch which he subse- 
quently turns into a successful dude ranch. 


And Johnny wants Molly (Kristy Truelsen), 
Custerville country girl and mail carrier, who 
wears a sidearm. 


That gun goes off, pointed in the direction of 
"her partner in the ever enchanting “Embraceable 
zu" duet, after Tadg Galleran as Sam, Johnny's 
jent, arrives on the scene and eventually reveals 
aat while Kate's “hubby” is Zoli, her “hobby” is 
Johnny. 

Molly's innocence is totally blasted by that 
revelation, plus a baptism in champagne when she 
seeks the comfort of a date with Sam for the 
Mexican fiesta. 


‘sentimental “Not For Ме," which she sings later 
with Kate, | 


Truelsen is BOTTG's musical director for 
“Girl Grazy." and is founder and director of a 
group called Vocal Expression. She has appeared in 
several Vallejo Group Theatre shows. 


‚ ther cast members who have Vallejo con- 
nections are quartet members Phil Elpers, 
a resident of this city: Carl Staedler, who 
played in VGT's “My Fair Lady:” and Dan 
Dugan, former Minnesinger and instrumentalist 
for many УСТ rnusicals. R 
Adjunct to the boy-meets-girl-loses-gir1 plot 
line is, of course, а D of villainy which allows. 
the hero to triumph over‘svil when he shows his 
7 Sterling integrity by ditching theatrical ambitions 
in favor of running for sheriff. 5 
And, the political garne allowed George and 
1га Gershwin to write in the rousing "Strike Up The 
Band." Probably most p=” love the song 
have forgotten for what m) was written. But. 
4 


the composer and lyricist were, all critics reec 
doe E deii Лез. ¡ley in those days of 
Шага Den sion than (bey ver ster 


Ann Bruno es Belle and Dave Custodio as 
Snake Eyes are perfectly cast and ‘costumed. 
‘They're a colorful pair of heavies, | || 5 

Custodio is making his first appearance with csel 
BOTTG, but bas been appearing for years Тіс 
in area community theater, his most 
played for Walnut Creek Civic Arts 2 
production of ""Torehbearers." Bruno, also а ses- | 
soned little theater player who's done several masi. 
cals, is from Concord. - 22 


Benicia Old Town 


1 ByMAGGIECRUM | 

` When it comes to dinner 

| dE it's hard to beat 

A thread | Theater Group, which for 


of villainy 
...allows 
the hero to 
triumph 
over evil 
when he 
shows 

his sterling 
integrity 


-Dihner-theater реге | 


Linda Barron, belting formances 
out the songs that made 
Ethel Merman a star 
(among them, “Гус Got 
Rhythm") is a bright and 
brassy Frisco Kate, tough 
c of е, ... 

| with a heart of pure gold. 
Dennis Kohles s just this 
2 й 


of "Girl. 


Winters. 


and Wolff's 


y years has com- 
good food with 
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Hinton is the master in 


By Maggie Crum 
Times theater critic 


His darting eyes glitter 
tod dance with evil. His 
Mack hair clings to hi: 
calp like patent leather 
ife has no illusion for 
his master of ceremonies 
s he welcomes us (0 the 


spools of Berlin in 1929 
n 


Joel Grey himself 
ould not have been a bet 
т master of ceremonies 
V “Cabaret” than is Rob- 
rt Hinton ік the Benicia 
hd Town Theater Group 
reduction that electrified 

ing night audience 
IDES Hali in 


The еке musi serve 
E the linchpin uniting 


"——X 
heater review 


Barbara McFadden 


performances of the en 
tre cast, under the finely 
honed direction of Sharon 
Kinnison Baker. 

Dan Johnson plays the 
ingenuous young Ameri 
can writer Clifford Brad: 

aw, who arrives in Ber: 
in in the late 19205 and is 
promptly pulled into a 
world of shadow and 
dross, where he function 
us an observer or а cam 
Pi Johnson has a fine 
pice and is thoroughly 

ble in the role. 

Clifford falls in love 
with Sally Bowles (Barba 
ra McFadden), а capri 
gious American girl who 
lives only for the giddy 
moment and is в dancer 
at the Kit Kat Club. 
McFadden, vivacious and 
pretty, gives ber all to an 
energetic and sasteined 
portrayal! of Selly. Her 
voice is true, but not big. 
and she uses И to the 1 

Marie Wedell of Orinda 
ives à warm and spar 
ling interpretation of 
Fraulein Sel г. who 
formes the future, із хе 
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and feels he is safe be- 
couse "Lam German." He 
and Жебей wor a round of 

fur әз bey леву 


David Custodia 


pk 
ЧОТУН 
tresn меен № 


the prostitute, Fraulein 
Комо Space prectudes 
mestion of the many 
Sant anal rice ай ы 

көк», ай of 
імен show the confidence 


accepts the proposal of marriage by 
Herr Schultz (Bob Johnston) іп a 
scene from "Cabaret," 
Old Town Theatre Grot 


tlon that opened this weekend. The 


Benicia 
produc- 


dinner-theatre production wil! be 
Presented Fridays und Saturdays 
through Аргії 30. 


Entertainment 


Benici 


that comes from guod di 
rection and long rehear 
alı. 

Doug Ham's set design 
for ihis show with и» 3) 
scenes is nothing short у 


miraculous. The cleverly 
extended stage at the 
front serves as the Kit Kat 
Club, and curtains pull 
back to reveal a train 
compartment, Cliff's 
room, and Herr Schultz’ 
fruit shop. The IDES Hall 
was designed for fraternal 
events and programs, not 
as a theater. I can only 
marvel at ingenuity and 
determination that went 
into this elaborate presen- 
tation. 


Carol Berman gets 
credit for the many, many 
costumes. Particularly ef- 
fective are the flashy and 
scanty 
Sally В 
as she does her big 
ret" number in the 
act) and the Kit Kat girls. 


urnett's energetic 


a’s ‘Cabaret’ 


is the music director. 

The BOTTG has the 
distinction of offering the, 
only dinner-theater combi+ 
nation in the East Вау. 
The dinner, catered by the 
Washington House Deli 
Cafe, Included a first- 
course green salad, a very} 
small serving of breaded 
chicken breast, a baked) 
dressing with grapes, car! 
rots, rolls, and a dreary 
gelatin affair topped by 
strawberries. A y 
BOTTG supporters 
assiduous in providing 
good service. The price 
for the dinner and the 

how is $16.50. 

The ne 


days and Saturday) 

through Apri 

IDES Hall, 140 West J St; 

Benicia. Cocktails at 6: 
urtain si 

1 bi 
date of re 
746-120) 


By BOB LAWSON 

More than six centuries 
ago, the Italian росі 
Dante took his readers on 
a journey through the 
nether world. 


"Cabaret," the musical 
production that opened a 
six-tveek run at the Beni- 
cia Old Town Theatre Fri- 
day night, is a vvell-played 
effort that takes audiences 
on a 20th century trip 
through Hell on Earth, 
Berlin, Kit Kat Klub 
during the spring budding 
of Nazi Germany. 

Our Vergil is an ornate- 
ly-painted master of cere- 
monies, played with great 
skill by Robert Lewis 
Hinton, who presides 
over a collection. of 
whores, bullies, and other 
elements of a society po- 
ing down the drain. 

Hinton alternates іп 
making the audience for- 
get the troubles outside the 
cabaret with such 
numbers as "Welcome to 


B3— Vallejo Independent Press, Sun., March 27, 1983 


‘Cabaret’ Looks Good 


Berlin," "Two Ladies," and 
Sitting Pretty.” not to 
mention a duet with a 
gorilla, “If You Could Sec 
Her" — and mocking the 
coming new order in 
"Tomorrow Belo to 
Me” or leading a file of 
goose-stepping show gi 


Two love stories are set 
against this backdrop. 
one involving cabaret 
singer Sally Bowles 
(Barbara McFadden) 
and a young, naive 
American writer (Dan 
Johnson) and the other a 
German spinster (Marte 
Wedell) and an elderly 
Jewish fruit merchant 
(Bob Johnston). Both are 
doomed by fear of the 
future, a malady extend- 
ing to the generation be- 
tween the wars. 


These four principals 
offer fine acting abilities, 


but only Johnson also 

brings top-notch v 

skills to match, McFadder 
who alter ali portrays 

the Kit Kat's top attrac- 

tion needs to projec 

more in her singing. par- 

ticularly on 

number “Cab 
Noteworthy 

roles were David € 

tudio às Мал b 

Ernst, Rene Ga 

the toast of the 

Navy, and Lan 

man and W 


showe 


g Ham sets were 
well dom 
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BLITHE SPIRIT 


| ‘Blithe Spirit" 
| provides much 
to laugh about 


By Abel Kessler 
| Special to the Times 


BENECIA — How to 

cope with an ex-spouse re- 

| quires expert advice. But 

| who knows how to handle 

| one who returns from the 
| “great beyond?” 

‘That dilemma is comi 
| cally covered in “Blithe 
| Spirit” the current dinner 

show presentation of the 
Benicia Old Town Theater 


EFFES 
Hi 


ШЕНІ 


Бу Doug) Нат 
PROMOTIONAL DESIGNIBY BOB HARRIS 


Costumes by Carol Berman 
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Vallejo тим 
Paess 
10-19-33 


"Сомага 


Play In 


‘Benicia 


By BOB LAWSON 


The ghostly and) 
ghastly consequences of a 
merry medium's success- 
ful ` patch-through with | 
the Other Side make fora 
humorous evening in the 
Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group's fall 
production of Noel 
Coward's “Blithe Spirit," 
which opened a six- 
weekend run last Friday 

| night at the IDES Hall in 
Benicia. 

Other than a long 
running time of more 
than three hours — 
Coward, like latter-day 
Neil Simon, never makes 
do with a single joke or 
pithy comment when he 
can insert a half dozen or 
so — Benicia’s is a 
generally pleasing 
production which should 
“Тал well. 


Speaking of fare, 
dinner theater-goers were 
able to prepare for the 
long evening's entertain- 
ment ahead with one of 
the best meals І can recall 

.at BOTTG. The roast 

pork loin with plum 
Sauce, dilled carrots, 
‘cheesecake, and freshly- 
‘baked bread with sesame 
seeds carn the Washing- 
ton House Deli a "star" 
along with the “Blithe 
Spirit" cast and director 
[Sandra Lanier. 


Georgia Taylor Bene- | 


dict is a show-stealer as 
the medium, Madame 
Arcati, who complicates 
the life of writer Charles 
Condomine (Dan Clark) 
by conjuring up the ghost 
"of his former wife (Syliva 
Kratins), an event that 
causes some conster- 


nation for his living one | 


(Rene Galleran). 
Clark, Kratins and 


Galleran ‘handle their , 


high society banter 
surrounding this menage 
a trois well. After the 
initial shock of having his 
first wife “return -as а 
ghost, “Clark — quickly 


reslimes his posture as the | 


unfazed’ aristocrat, 
Kratins is appropriately 
sensuous and earthy, 
while Galleran, despite a 
few line fluffs, did well in 
portraying the shrewish- 
ness of Wife No. 2. 
Handling their parts 
well in supporting roles 


were Andrea Gorman as | 
a double-time maid and ! 


Brooks London and 
Marie Wedell as thc 
Condomines' society 
friends. 

Doug Ham has again 
designed a stunning set 
for this production and 
— wedon't want to reveal 
too -much in this regard 
— it doesn't just sit there. 
Lighting is adequate, 
save for one annoying 
effect; several scenes are 
supposedly played with 
"daylight outside, but light 
coming through windows 
and doors is no different 
than that of tbe night 
scenes. 


The show will be 


Delightful tale of friendly spirits 
BOTTG’s ‘Blithe Spirit” a must 


The entire cast is ex- 
cellent, as is the 
delicious dinner served 


By Mary Ellen Dennen 
Noel Coward's 
classic comedy of the 
wecult, “Blithe Spirit’, 
opened here in Benicia 
last weekend. The 
Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group begins 
İts 19th season of din- 
mer theatre with this 
British faree, з 
hilarious trip through 
time and space with 
Madame Агса and the 
spirits she attempts Lo 
summon from the other 
side. 
Another fine exam 
ple of community 
(the cast, crew 
staff 


anyone who enjoys a 
good laugh 
Doug Ham, the 
technical director, 
created a most ex- 
quisite set, the living 
room-library of Charles 
Condomine's house in 
Kent, England. The 
room is filled with love 
ly antiques donated by 
а local antique dealer. 
Ham's reputation for 
attention to detail is 
surpassed in this ef 
fort; the room is 
breathtaking. 
rol Bermas, BOT 
inexhaustible 
costume designer, 
meets the challenge of 
1940's dress design 
with style and flair 
Her use of color, tex 


ture and sparkle sup- 
port the mood of the 
characters and setting. 

Director Sandra 
Lanier and her 
talented cast lead the 
audience through 
Coward's improbably 
journey to meet the 
friendly spirits who 
answer the call of the 
seance. 

Dan Clark plays 
Charies Condomine, a 
very proper English 
author. He decides to 
get some first-hand 
research for a new 
book he's about to 
write and calls on 
Madame Areati to hold 
a seance 

Clark, а veteran 
BOTTG member i$ а 


charming, endearing 
and properly 
frustrated. Charles, In 
this partieular role 
Clark deserves a 
special trouper award. 
He was asked to fill in 
as Charles just three 
weeks before the show 
opened. This is only 
mentioned to spotlight 
his fine performance. 
He is in control 
throughout the three 
acts 

Also especially 
noteworthy as Madame 
Arcati, Georgia Taylor 
Benedict is a delight. 
Her energy breaks 
through the British 
reserve and the astral 
plane, to keep things 
rolling along. 


by the Washington 
House Deli. 

The timing is right 
with Halloween right 
around the corner for a 
delightful tale of spirits 
of a friendly nature. 
"This production will be 
presented Friday and 
Saturday evenings 
through November 19 
at the IDES Hall, 140 
West J St 

Reservations are 
necessary and may be 
made by calling 
746-1209. Table seating 
is arranged by date af 
ticket reservation, 90 
early reservations are 
suggested. 


presented Fridays ar 
Saturdays through No 
19. Tickets are $16.50 f. 
the dinner show ar 
reservations are requiri 
at least a day in advanc 
for reservations tel 
phone 746-1269. 

No-host cocktai 
begin at 6:30, with dinn 
at 7:15 and the show 
8:30. 


One non-dinner ре 
formance — tickets a 
$6.50 — will be present: 
" 8 p.m. Sunday, Nc 


A startled Charles (Dan Clark) spies the ghostly Elvira (Sylvia Kratins) for the | 
first time in ‘Blithe Spirit’. 


| 


İan which opened here 

at Ides Hall Friday. 

| Master of sophisticated 

f male-female relation- 
| sihps, Noel Coward ex- 
tended his scope in this 
opus to reach into the as- 
tral realm. A skillful, spir- ' 
ited cast frolicked through 


theater review | 
SS 
| this spoof which, even in 
| this age of unconventional 
| living among the sexes, is 
| still far out. 
Directed by Sandra La-/ 
| nier, this vintage farce 
owes a great debt to the 
| players who manage to 
keep interest high despite | 
the often lengthy dis- 
courses that somehow lose | 
something with age. The | 
| performers fill the gap 
| with sparkle and ability to 
| make enjoyable the pres-| 
| ence of the departed who | 
| still can bug a husband. | 
| 
| 
| 


Dan Clark enacts the 
man who has his deceased 

| first wife return while he 
| is married to his second. 
The part calls for versatil- 
ity In a stralght portrayal | 
while getting the most 
| laughs possible without | 
clowning. He does just 
that in the assignment ! 
calling for his presence al- 
most entirely in the long | 
three acts. | 

The hilarious antics of | 
Georgia Taylor Benedict | 

| keeps the fun flowing, As | 
| the local psychic this ster- 
ling actress enlivens the 
action with a force that 
| never lets the audience's 
attention stray. The role is 
180 degrees different from 
her dead serious acting 
last season as the head 
nurse in the long running 
“Cuckoo's Nest.” 

The ordeal cf the still 
living wife, who must 
compete against the ghost | 
of the first, is handled | 
nicely by Rene Galler- | 

man, This is a tough part 
for the cues often come 
when the husband is ad- 
dressing his now-a-spirit 
| initial spouse who the cur- 
rent missus cannot see or 
hear. 

Coward cleverly cor- 
rects that confusion with a 

ge bit of theatrical 

ness that should be 
(witnessed and not di- 
| vulged, 

Sylvia Kratins makes a | 
| seductive spirit as the 
| “blithe” first wife, She 

adds to the laugh produc- | 

tion with her moves and | 
| delivery of lines, She even | 
İ 


convinces the audience 
that a ghost ean physical- | 

| ly attract her ex-lover. 
That's out of this world al- 
lurement. 

| When the spirits get an- 

| gry and things start to fly 

|in the poltergeist proceed- 

| ings, the ingenious and at: 

| tractive set created by 

| Doug Ham becomes a fea- 
ture that deserves top bill. 

| ing. Ham, whose sets have 
graced many local produc- | 
tions, outdid even his top 
‘rated efforts in this one. 


Marie Wedell and 
Brooks London contribute 
| fine support as the doctor 
and his wife. еа Gor 
man humorously stump 
| about as the heavy-footed 
servant. Later she be 
[comes a prime mover ía 
getting the sprits back to 

| their own world 
A tightening of the 

speaking segments pos 
biy would enhance the 
play and get the аше 
home before mi 
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David Ball Fred Franklin 


Marilyn Schonberg and Leslie Montan will 
‘stay iy the Benita Old Town Theatre 
бугор production of the musical ‘Jaques 
Brel is Awe and Well and Living in Paris, 
[romina Friday and SaTovday evenings, 
(Таи. zg- Feu. at tne IDES Pall, 19 
jest 2 St ук Benicia. Tickets, ak 55:50 
İn advance ех "L.so at the deor, ave awilable 
ls. allina 746-1264. 


Leslie Monthan 


Marilyn Schoenberg 


David Ball 


An evening of wine and song 


Vocal standouts in ‘Brel’ 


By Linda Sell 

An evening of wine and song awaits 
patrons of the Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group's newest show, ‘Jacques 
Brel is Alive and Well and Living in Paris.’ 
The music of the Belgian-born 
singer/songwriter is pleasingly performed in 
this production, which highlights Brel's 
talent for composing haunting, melodic and 
acerbic songs that capture his perceptions of 
the world around him. 

Brel's music becomes a commentary on 


everything from the jollies of romance to the 
follies of politics, bound together by a slim 
thread of personal philosophy that makes 
for an entertaining and thought-provoking 
show. Musical director Joe Barnett does a. 
fine job with the four voices in his cast, and 
lends his considerable talents as a pianist to 
the production as well. 

Leslie Monthan and Fred Franklin are 
vocal standouts, Monthan offering up a par- 
ticularly beautiful rendition of 'Marieke' and 
Franklin exhibiting great versatility, from 
the comic "Bachelor"s Dance" to the stirring 
"Amsterdam." 


Marilynn Schonberg has a sweet and 
lilting voice, wellsuited for the song "Old 
Folks', but a bout with laryngitis kept her 
from projecting the strong, interpretive 
vocals needed for such potential show- 
stoppers as ‘Sens of--' and ‘Carousel’, 


David Ball, while giving us an especially 
pleasing, puckish version of ‘Funeral Tango: 
was also lacking in volume, an essential to 
successfully earrying off dramatie songs 
such as "The Bulls,’ Brel's caustic criticism of 
the Vietnam war. 


Opening night jitters may have sapped — 


the cast of the vocal strength that this pro- 
duction demands, but they must de the 


| 


confidence to belt out Brel s biting ич 


the show is to reach its full poten 


Stage director Doug Ham, who returns to | 


the BOTTG after directing a recent produe- | 
tion for the Lafayette Dramateurs, moves 


his characters well on an appropriately 
bleak set. 


In all, ‘Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and | 
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CABARET SPRING 


Some Sunday seats left 


‘Cabaret’ sold out 


The remaining Fri- 
day and Saturday 
dinner-show perfor- 
mances of the Benicia 
Old Town Theatre 
Group musical 
‘Cabaret’ are sold out. 
There are some seats 
available, however, for 
the two added Sunday 
evening performances 
on April 17 and 24, 
although these non- , 
dinner dates are also 
filling up fast. 

Sunday evening cur- | 
lain time is 8 pm. A | 
beer and wine bar will 
be available from 7 p.m. 
Reservations may be 
made by calling (707) | 
7461269. Tickets are 
$6.50. | 

‘Cabaret’ earned 
unanimously en- 
thusiastic reviews from 
area critics and au- 


4-Benicia Herald, Wednesday, Apri о, 1983 


with Dan Johnson of 
Benicia as Cliff and 
Barbara MeFadden of 
Fairfield as Sally 
Bowles, 
Performances are at 
the IDES Hall, 140 
West J St. in Benicia. 
Tickets may be pur- 
chased at Scott Lyall's 1 
Clothes for Men; 737) | Br 3 


First St, in Benicia. Kit Kat Club dancers surround ‘Cabaret’ emcee Robert Hinton in Benic 


| Come to ‘Cabaret 


By DIANE MANN poked. р 1 ga tag 
Times-Herald staff writer 


BARBARA McFADDEN 
...portrays Sally Bowies in ‘Cabaret 


Cabaret 


(Continued from page 17) 
lovers Fraulein Schneider and Herr Schultz, played by | 
Marie Wedell and Bob Johnston. 

Thelr love and conflicts are also v 
deal with the political limitations of 
the dawn of the Jewish holocaust. 


y » 
i it’s worth il Vedell and Johnston deliver fine performances 
the elderly couple trying to escape solitude in their love 
ji de 


Two non-dinner ‘Cabaret’ 
performances are added 


The Benicia Old 
Town Theatre Group is 
pleased to announce 
the addition of two non: 
dinner performances to 
its current dinner- 
theatre run of the cap. 
tivating musical 
‘Cabaret’. The two Sun. 
day evening shows, 
April 17 and 24, will 
have an 8 p.m. curtain 
at the IDES Hall, 140 
West J St. in Benicia. 


served from 6:30 with 
dinner at 7:16 and an 
8:30 curtain. 

The dinner menu in- 
cludes a fresh green 
salad with creamy 
Italian dressing, 
Chicken breast in an 
orange and butter 
sauce with grapes, 
herbed rice, fresh 
vegetable, rolls and 
butter, coffee or tea 
and Russian Creme for 
dessert. 

Tickets at $16.50 in- 
clude dinner and the 
show. Reservations are 
necessary and may be 
made by calling (707) 


Men, 737 First St, 
Benicia or by calling 
the BOTTG reserva: 
tions number (707) 
746-1269. Some tickets 
may be available at the 
door. 


y genuine 
erman scelety 


for each other. 

The production is also highlighted by the bumping, 
grinding dance steps of the lace-and-garter-belt-attired 
Kit Kat Dancers, who are every bit the bawdy, bizzare 
sexual toys symbolic of the cabaret. і 

Choreography and vocal performances by the f 
chorus of German soldiers are also very good. Their 
songs of political times to come all feature beautiful 


harmony and the determined enthusiasm of the Nosi 
party. | 
One of the most provocative numbers im Ше 
show, "И You Could See Her,” in which the master of 
ceremonies sings of his love for an ape, is a poignant 
statement of the anit-Semitism rising in Germany. It 


"Cabaret' continues 
as dinner-theater on 
Friday and Saturday 
evenings through April 
80. Shows on April 16 
and 23 are already sold 
out, with other 
Saturday performan- 
ces approaching the 
limit. Some tickets are 
still available for all 


BENICIA aret” paints a vivid picture of 
superficial relationships and politi- 
cal power struggles in the setting of a murky, smoke- 
filled 
Benicia Old Town TI er Group's latest prod- 
uction is perhaps best in creating the tenuous politi- 
cal climate of Berlin in the 1920's, when celebration. 
and good times covered, at least temporarily, the 


2 impending rise of the 
review х 


Хад рагі 


A nohost bar will be 
open to serve beer and 
wine. Tickets, at $6.50 
per person, are 
available at Scott 


Friday performances. 


Lyall's Clothes for No-host cocktails are 


746-1269. 


diences seem to agree. 
The show stars Robert. 
Hinton of Vallejo as the 
provocative emcee, 


s of unusual 
se nture, cele- 
brations of music, 

drinking and dancing, and relationships that stop 
when the fun does create a tenuous balance of gaiety 
and heartache in a world of careless pleasure, while 
the threat of political disaster looms. 
Undoubtedly, the production's shining star is 
1 Robert Hinton as the master of ceremonies. 
inky, especially in numbers 
* where he sings of his menage- 
a-trois situation, boasting that “nothing beats 
threes." 
His permanently puckered mouth, 
painted in the classic angles immortalized b 
original Joel Grey character, emitted shocking 
storjes of sex — sometmes with an ape — and jolly 
romps through the sheets with mo: ne who'd be 
Interested, or interesting. 
Hinton”s dance movements were slightly stil 
at times, but the choreograp! with som 
delightful moments when the small, Hinton is 


FS Robert Hinton / 


By Linda Sell 

"Willkommen, mesdames and messieurs, to ze 
Cabaret,” beckons the Master of Ceremonies, 
and the theatre explodes in a profusion of 
Seantily-clad dancers, flashing lights, garish 
make-up and song. 

Welcome indeed, to the Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group's presentation of the sassy 
musical that, under the skillful direction of 
Sharon Kinnison-Baker, sets frivolity and 
romance against a backdrop of dark commen- 
tary on the horrors of the Nazi regime. 

Master of Ceremonies Robert Hinton is the 
show, casting his archly seductive spell through 
the story line. His demeanor is sexy, silken, 
4| puckish and strangely hypnotic as he weaves his 

diabolical web of intrigue and sensuality around 

the audience. 

Dan Johnson sings beautifully and gives a fine 
performance as the lovable, naive American 
writer Cliff Bradshaw, who is thrust into the 
bawdy nether-world of Berlin during its heydey 
as the sin capitol of eastern Europe. Here he 
falls prey to the allure of nightclub performer 
Sally Bowles, played by Barbara McFadden, and 
finds himself on the receiving end of a harsh 
dose of reality. 

McFadden brings a rather overdone measure 
of enthusiasm to her role, but moves well on 

stage and will likely settle more comfortably in- 

to this difficult part. 

Standouts include Willa Lampi and Leslie 
Monthan doubling as Kit Kat Klub sleazes and 

as the M.C.'s trashy playmates in their number 

Iwo Ladies,” which defies any description 
| other than outrageous. 

Also notable in this production is Rene 
Galleran as Fraulein Kost, the friendly 
neighborhood hooker who brings a little life into 
the boarding house run by Fraulein Schneider, 
who is played with depth and style by 
Wedell. 

Her male counterpart, Bob Johnston as Herr 
Schultz, is a bumbling, endearing figure who 

|| sadly deludes himself into believing that even 
though he is Jewish he will not suffer at (һе 
hands of the Nazis because he is, after all, a Ger 

{ man first and foremost, Some touching scenes 
Т and fun songs are performed by Johnston and 
Т Wedell 

1 David Custodio is very effective ал 

| wig. as be befriends Cliff and taker 

€ terest in his behalf, all the while surreptitiously 


Seductive spell cast by 7 / 


sleffectively ridicules, through exaggeration, the anti 
Semitic sensibility. 


Music for the dinner-theater production, which сот 


tinues 6:30 p.m. today and 
Saturday at IDES Hall, 
4140 W. J St. 6:30 p.m., is 
also delightful, under 
direction of Joe Barnett. 


This is an entertain- 


ing, energetic production 
thal leaves the audience 
with plenty to think about, 


Tickets for the prod- 
uction, 


which continues 


Fridays and Saturdays 


His opposition to 
conflicts with Bowles" i 
relationship a 1 


(See CABARET, page 18 


Production Designer Doug Ham has created a 
masterwork with the complex set of this show, 
providing the snazzy environs of the Kit Kat 
Klub in addition to detailed interiors of a train 
compartment, Cliff's room, the boarding house 
foyer and Herr Schultz's fruit shop. 

‘The talent of Musical Director/Choreographer 
Joe Barnett is lovingly injected into the song 
and dance routines, and the result is a tasty 
smorgasbord of the bright and bizarre. 

Carol Berman has once again demonstrated 
her skill at costume design, producing many 
elaborate outfits for Sally and some pretty 
naughty nightclub garb for the bevy of Kit Kat 


dancers. 


Leslie Monthan ... a Kil Kat Klub templress 


| engaged in furthering the aims of the fledgling, | 
| 


Nazi party 


through April 30, are 
$16.50 and available by 
calling 746-1269. 


Cabaret’ explodes on stage 


Supporting cast members are too numerous 
to mention individually, but all lend their con 
siderable talents very successfully to this show. 

Accolades must go to the vampish Kit Kat 
girls, who bump, grind and slink through the 
club with some fine dancing and singing. The 
taunting sexuality and brash, almost bitter 
detachment they exhibit speaks to this point in 
history when self-indulgence, both on personal 
and political levels, commanded the ultimate 
price of human compassion, with cataclysmic 
results. 

Tickets for ‘Cabaret’, at $16.50, which in. | 
cludes a pleasant but rather ordinary dinner, 
are available by calling 746-1269. 
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58 is so 


RUN 


‘Unfortunately, son Richard, play Бу Liam O'Brien, dive with a tart named Belle, played by Katherine 


Ah, fine theatre... Ah, fine food.... 


i 
“EZ 


[ 
il 


i 


LIAMO'BRIAN ANDANDREAGORMAN 
„Playwright O'Neill's young and in love couple 


finds alcohol doesn't make him happy 


and funny like 


Uncle Sid but happy and sick. Dejected because his true 
love Muriel was forced by her father, played by Doug 


at the dinner table. Hem, to Б >, k off their romance, Richard 


agrees to go 


members including the ош on (һе twn with an older college boy and a couple of 


Marlene Grinding, laugh — "swift" women from New Haven. 


Іп another hilarious scene, Richard is caught in a 


рг 20, 1982 


People and events: 


O'Neil, who chides him on his innocence and 
to bed him in a $2 room upstairs while he 
chair in terror at the thought 


Richard eventually give her $5 to let him off t y j 


hook and then, emboldened with liquor, falls happily int 
і bong kicked г йт 


Of course, Nat can't find it in his heart to punish his 
wayward son and lets him off. Father and son exchange 
an embrace that tugs at the heart. 


Richard and Muriel, played by Benicia High School, 
senior Andrea Gorman, reconfirm their love the nex, 
day on the beach in a scene that reminds one how кіс 
boy relationships have changed in 75 years. E 


9 
The all-important turn of the century mood of ЦИ 
play is supported by fine characterizations by Сіогі" 
Kipsey as Essie Miller, Jeremy Lampi as Tommy, | 
Randy Huntimer as Arthur, Heather Maharry as ' 
Mildred, Gary Coe as Wint, Claudia Keppel Yuhas as the 
Irish maid, Norah, Brian Barron as the bartender and 
Terrance McDermott as the salesman. 


‘The Victorian parlor and dining room are well done 
with vintage furnishings by Patti McClain. 


The play runs through Nov. 20 on Friday and Satur- 
day nights. There is a 8:30 p.m. curtain time preceded 
by a catered dinner and cocktails beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets cost $15 per person and must be reserved by 
calling 746-1269. 

от сууй 


“Аһ, Wilderness!' is a winner 


Linda Sell 
fine 


Як, E 


By BOB LAWSON 

The morning paper 
reminds us that more 
than 10 million people 


are “out of work, the | 


nuclear arms race із esca- 
lating, and the situation 
in the Middle East is 
going from bad to worse. 

Thank goodness, on 
weekend evenings for the 


next five weeks, there isa i 


respite from this stress on 
state of the IDES Hall in 
Benicia, where the Beni- 
cia Old Town Theatre 
Group is presenting 
Eugene O'Neill's “Ah, 
Wilderness!” 

It isa sensitive, but not 
overly - sentimentalized, 
portrayal of a time and 
milieu (middle class 
America in 1906) we 
don't know for sure ever 
existed but hope it did. 

The BOTTG produc- 
tion of this comedy, 
directed by Edward 
Weingold, is well done 
and was well-received by 
the opening night audi- 
ence last Friday. 

Liam O'Brien is out- 
standing as Richard, the 


mother, set the tone of 
family warmth and 
humor in this production 
and interplay well in a 
comedic sense the days ої 
old when men were men 
and women were women; 
in short, Mother tells 


İz 


Hil a 


Н 


ЕЛ 


| 
il 


Father Richard must be - 


punished, Father agrees, 
and then Mother says, 
“But not too much." 


The other children in 
the family — played by 
Huntimer, Heather Ma- 
harry, and Jeremy Lampi 
— are also portrayed ef- 
fectively by genuine 
Benicia youngsters, all 
making their BOTIG 


RuBaiyat over rice i 


” the entree — at 7:15 and 


the show at 8:30. 


Advance reservatio: 
are required and may” 
made by tele, ling 74, 
1269. УР ef 
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JACQUES BREL IS ALIVE AND WELL 
AND LIVING IN PARIS 


FIRST WINTER SHOW — 139893 


ip Entertainment 


“Jacques Brel’ alive and well in Benicia 


B7— Vallejo Independent Press, Sunday, Jan. 30, 175 


'Brel' Faring 
Well In Benicia 


By BOB LAVVSON 

Jacques Brel really is 
mot alive and weil, but his 
music is. And, you can 
enjoy it in Benicia for the 
Rext two weekends. 

The Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group opencd a 
special winter cabarct- 
style production of 
“Jacques Brel ls Alive 
aod Well and Living in 
Paris” Friday night at thc 
IDES Mal. И is a 
pleasing two-hour 
Presentation of about 25 
songs by Beigian-French 
composer - performer 
Brel, who died in 1978 at 
the age of 49. 

Шан not a musical play, 
but rathet à continuing 
series of songs with 
dramatic Сон». 


Schonberg offers her | 


talents in such pieces as 
“Old Folks," “Carousel.” 
and "Sons Of —," the 
latter a familiar 
American audiences and 
popularized by Judy 
Collins. 


Franklin. who has 
played musical comedy 
roles in Benicia twice 
before, brings great 
diversity and energy to 
his offerings. We expect 


him to be great in comic 
numbers such as “Bache- 
lors Dance" or "Girls 
and Dogs” (a duet with 
Ball), but his mellow, yet 
powerful voice, gives а 
great emotional power to 
the likes of "Amsterdam" 
and “Fanette” which 
overcomes his tendency 
то вр. 

Balls voice can be 
ruff, but із well suited 
the saloon-type songs he 
has, such as "Jackie" and 
“The Bulls." 


As a quartet, the 
playes show best in “The 


Бу Maggie Crom 
Times theater critic 
BENICIA — If you're feeling 
depressed, unloved, worried 
future, afraid of grow- 


Най. 
On the other hand, if you thrill 
to addictive music that pulls at 
the heart strings and envelops 


theater review 


you im its passionate lament, 
don't miss this tribute to the fam- 
ous cabaret singer of the 19505. 

He said he wrote as he did be- 
cause "I'm in with the 
world." His , however, is 
skewed and ugly, According to 
the title, he is "well," but his 
world is a carousel, a marathon, 
that whirls in a never-ending 
frenzy. The people on the carou- 
sel are puppets on strings and the 
only escape is death, “vhich 
waits for us all.” 

Nevertheless, Brel makes us 
laugh and he does extend a wisp 
of hope in the last of the 26 songs 
on the program. “If we only have 
love," be says, “arms open wide, 
the young and the old will stand 
at our side." 

An evening with Jacques Brel 
would be а failure if you didn't 
feel а few shivers race up and 


Name. 


David Ball and Fred Franklin combine their talents in “Jacques 
Brel Is Alive and Well and Living in Paris." 


down your spine. The Benicia 
production, directed by Doug 
Ham, provides the an admirable 
siege of біп ез. The four pp” 
formers — who must hi 


0386 


Friday, January 28; Saturday, January 29 


worked like troupers — have 
somehow mastered the mercurial 
changes of pace and mood, the 
songs that start so slowly and 
Swirl to a crescendo, the bravado, 


the gaiety, the despair that is 
Brel. As an ensemble and individ- 
ually, they make their mark. 

Leslie Monthan, who caresses 
her words and music, is outstand- 
ing in “I Loved,” with its bitter 
but funny conclusion, and in "No, 
Love, You're Not Alone." Магі- 
lynn Schonberg, a spirited singer, 
shows her depth as the lead sing- 
er in the mournful description of 
“Old Folks," who "never die; 
they just bow their heads and 
hold each other's hands," 

The two men — Fred Franklin 
and David Ball — combine their 
talents in the amusing “Girls and 
Dogs." Franklin gives a lusty, 
pictorial rendition of “Amster- 
dam" and David Ball shows wry 
wit in "Funeral Tango.” 

The musical director, Joe Bar- 
nett, is also the pianist and he is 
wonderfully skilled in conveying 
the many moods and tempos of. 
the music. Stylized choreogra- 
phy, sleekly tailored to Brel, 
brightens this production. 

For the first time, the reper- 
tory is not offering dinner with 
the show. But you'll not go 
hungry or thirsty. Cheese boards, 
hot garlic bread and fruit baskets 
will satisfy theater-goers who get 
the munchies, And you may toast 
the most deserving cast and di- 
rectors with a glass of wine or. 
beer. 

Performances are at 8:30 p.m, 
Friday and Saturday through 
Feb. 12, For reservatlons phone 
(707) 746-1269. 


BENICIA 


OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP 


Friday, February 4; Saturday, February 5 


Friday, February 11; Saturday, February 12 


IDES Hall, 140 West J Street, Benicia 
Friday, January 28; Saturday, January 29 


Friday, February 4; Sat 
Friday, February 11; Saturday, F 


Number in Party 


Date Sold 


eer and Wine served from 7:20 


Curtain at 8:30 


$6.50/advance | $6.50/atthe door 


Benicia’s ‘Brel’ truly alive and well 


By DIANE MANN 
Times Herald staff writer 


review 


ENICIA — Delightful probably best describes 


Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's production 
Brel is Alive and Well and Living 
which continues bere this weekend 


of 
in 


| ` David Ball and Fred:Franklin: clever performance. 


The collection of. Brel's sentimental, hu 
müorous, romantic and sometimes bawdy songs is re 
freshing and touching, Largely so through the high quali 
ty vocal talents of the four- member cast 

The musical review has no plot, but audiences will 
be artfully entertained by the emotion of Brel's musie, 
which ranges (rom light humor ta tragedy 

of the comedy, especially about romance and 
a Dorothy-Parker-type twist, tossing off 
Tor the of hum 
ample, laments the heartbreak of 
кеш а chore ited whose name is somehow sod. 
deny forgotten in (е depths of the loser's grief 
ugh slightly irreverent, the production із in 
and leaves the more curious vwwer wonder 
ar Brel `$ ther works müğht go ia attempting to 


m't белім, though, that here's plenty of shock 
Mf dert io the Bed production, «specially for conservative 
viewer 
The songs. skillfully performed by David Hall, Fred 
Franklin. Leslie Monthan ant Marilynn Shogbery 
come across beautifully. in bith solo and group arrange 
кли] impressive in бөшімез jike 
Madeline, ^ з vaədeville style seg about the nanat 
the virtues. of the woman tehing the utie 
The straw hal and cano theme carries over Lo wv 
era) other numbers, әй cleverly pertormed, bat sume 
times Hamed by choreographer weaanesses and the 
actors sumly falling out of step There's a good chanew 
that реет will be worked out ip later performans es. 
however 


That flaw marks the low point of the show, which 
mostly sparkles with energy, emotion and exceptional 
vocal quality 

few of 
"Sans 
igo by Judy Collins 1t іх 

beautifully resurrected here in a polo by Schonberg 
the numbers, however, will be unfamiliar 

mn and lyrics 


Monthan surely drew tears from more than just one 

viewer with ber dramatic presentation of "My Death" 

Similar reactions are assured in her performance of 
Love, You're Not Mone 


The women were especially strong, tut F 
and Ball provided plenty of vocal 
human, and cieverly humorous. characte 
their songs 


While the show runs the gamit of emotions, tends 
the value of Ше and living 
ale member, “Tf We Only Have Love 


The production. which marks the first time the 
group has atlasüpüed tree vows in ome season. is light 
‘and simple. but not without substance 

И оцда t be пугамі by ose wbo kre music Tad 
тебиб» асыл omotan aai Ue contita of loving 

Bari cumtinoes m Ма Cabaret уж healer sating 
4.0 po today and Saturday ad Fèb Li ahd 12 M the 
IDES Wall. OW ом 

Ткьяз $9.08 n кіззит and M 90 af Tw дағ. afe 


" callo 761% : 
udable by calling 7991) Yoh. тү 
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SPRING — 1902 


CHAPTER TWO 
RODUCTION 
DESIGN 
"f 
006 HA 


a 


Sua 


The Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 


presents 
Neil Simon's 


arch 26, the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's production of Noi 
To celebrate their new membership in the Chamba) 

ever 'Chamber Night” at the theater. Chamber гері 

б President Leslye Asera and Boart 


| | ap | e by calling and remind Chamber members ti 


‘Chapter Two’ Uses | 


і, VV O Tried-True Formula 


where in the realm of 


Director and Production 


‘Chapter’ touc 


By МАСС! ROSTER 

Bpec.a! to he Times Herald 
BENICIA - Neil Simon's 

semi autobiographical bit- 

terser жег Two 


Designer 


of the production, the movement 
became stulic amd was distract- 
els her new life 
g threatened, 
s a poignant 

nt. 1 


hes despite errors | 


and warm. Her interaction with 
George made us forge 
credible difference 
even though she belies the 
Г her last blind date 
terms а "6 foot 8 inch 


Neil Simon's "Chapter 
Two," which opened a 
six-weckend run last 
Friday night at the 
Benicia Old Town 
Theatre, is likely to fare 
well at the box office. 
After all it's a Simon 
play- 

It is performed adc- 
quately by a cast of four 
who put reasonable 
amount of vitality into 
this production. 


Nonetheless, the spring 
BOTTG show—substi- 
tuted for the originally- 
scheduled musical "Mack 
and Mabel"—comes off 
as a rather ordinary 
effort. 


in the early 
Frankly, I'm getting 
bored with it all. 


We find no fault with 
the Benicia players in this 
production, however 
Three of the four— 
Danny Clark, Robert: 
Wells-Famula, and Tim 
Outman—are fresh off a 


Veteran Clark performs 
creditably as the recently- 
widowed George, as docs 
VVells-Famula as newly- 
divorced Jennie. Both arc 
up to the challenge of the 
transition from Simon's 
urbane one-liners that fill 
the first half of the show 
to the pathos of the 
closing scenes. 


Outman, in his first 
show, occasionally 
displays a lack of scason- 
ing, but generally comes 
across well. Webber is 
very pleasing and 
hilarious as Jennic’s 
friend in a role that, 
unlike the other three, is 
straight comedy from 
start to finish. 


Director Ham has 
crowded two apartments 
onto a single-stage set 
and not even а superior | 
lighting job can completely | 
suspend the feeling that 
this comedy is actually | 
being played out on the 
floor of a discount furni- | 
ture store. 


After last year's 
smashing "Company." 
smasihad been looking 
we hard to BOTTG's 
forwarcmusical effort. | 
next Won! be until next 
which ss when "C: "'abaret" is 
spring ! 


satisfactory or even а cut 
above— but it will not go 
down as a giant. 


Reservations are 
required at least one day 
in advance and may be 
made by telephoning 746 
1269; tickets are also 
available at Munter 
Music in Vallejo and A 
Star Co. іл Benicia 
Tickets are $15 each, 


No-host cocktails 
begin at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by dinner (the 
Washington House's 
chicken breast rates 2% 
fair, the dessert caramel 
custard as quite good) at 
7:15, and the show at 
хаб 


Им spring production currently Stead she (a diminutive person lo ан." 
5 req Town begin wit) isset upstage, profile As Faye, Jenny's friend, | run with "Chapter Two” Тһе tried-and-true 
Theatre Group at the IDES Hall | the audience, facing the tower. Michelle Webber made for some | Tun Mint Richmond, presentation of "Chapter 
ме а jag image of George and our focus brilliant comic relief. She seemed in ch was directed Шеп Two" should keep 
The play tells of two people's 1 shifted to him, when the em- to possess a naturaly affinity with yad now by Doug Ham. BOTTG from taking а 
readjustment to society in gener- phasis should really be on her а New Yorker's neurosis and near | Shining the cast is path thi ші ва 
al, and specilicaliy to Ше single here the scene should bring mid-life crisis. Нег exit lines th this year audience 
Mie" alter being faced with (he һе audience to emotional em. almost always ended in audience 
Gesth ol one spouse and ihe раку, we are left straining © cheers and laughter. 
divorce of the other Dear and truly comprehend what As George's brother Leo, Tim 
Widower-writer George iş being said Ouman way al his peak in his 
meets divorce actress mit ner awkward moment. confrontation scene with Jenny. 
апу "caes when George tells his -His monologue describing 
brother Leo of his plans to marry | George's grief at the death of his 
Jenny. Both men are seated, amd first wife was touching and emo- 
in Leo's preot ation with his tional, His scenes with George 
oun problems aces the down were more stilted and awkward 
stage leit wall and floor in an and his voice was more monotone. 
effort pot to appear interested in in his earlier scenes. 
what George is saying The entire Аз the action progressed, so 
process is flat and distracts from did he, and his seduction scenes 
the action at with Faye were appropriately eo 
Тіс intimate сам of four im wertaiming Аз a first-time рег 
teracts well with one another former he shows promise and dis- 
Danny Clark a» George provides. truthful quality 
je the night amouat of clarity, "ow an ap 
comedic timing and vulnerability 
chara ter believable. 
умей wanting more la 
menta, however, as 


үш 


ы 
ul 


evens 
, Moberta Wells dinner thea! 


ація tural, and we felt cocktails ning at 6.0 pm. an 
- irte understanding, oí appears, at? 15 ри and 


a 
her struggles аз 9 bew divorcee curtain at 8.30 p.m. 
We also totally Tuebets are $15 and are avail 


von te this ве» məs 
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Prankster Christopher Wren (Ray Fraga) succeeds 
in startling the very proper Mrs. Boyle (Marie 
Wedel) in this scene from the Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group production of Agatha Christie's 
"The Mousetrap," playing weekends through Nov. 
21 at the Benicia IDES Hall, 140 West J St. Reser- 
vations are required and may be made by tele- 
phoning 746-1269. Tickets for the dinner-theatre 


show are S15 per person, 


“Mousetrap” 


VVears 


By BOB LAV/SON 
Who was the murderer? 


Was it Giles Ralston, 
the guesthouse host? Or 
was it his wife, Mollie? 
Could it have been zany 
lad Christopher Wren, 
who bounces around the 
place dressed like a 
Christmas present? Or 
the stufiy retired major? 
How about the mannish, 
moody Miss Casewell or 
ihe demanding Mrs. 
Boyle? Or that strange 
Mr. Paravincini, who just 
"happened" to be 
stranded in the neighbor- 
hood and wears rouge on 
his cheeks. 


You'll never read the 
answer here, to be sure. 


If you had been in 
London during the past 
29 years, you could have 
learned the murderer's 
identity by seeing “The 
Mousetrap,” Agatha 
Christie's mystery thriller 
that holds the record for 
longevity on the British 
stage. 


Of course, you dont 
have to travel to Britain 
to unravel the mystery. 
It's only a few miles down 
the freeway to the Benicia 
Old Town Theatre 
Group's production of 
“The Mousetrap," which 
opened a six-weekend 
run last Friday night at 
the Benicia IDES Hall. 


The dinner theatre 
production will continue 
Fridays and Saturdays 
through Nov. 21. Cock- 
tails begin at 6:30 p.m., 
with dinner at 7:15 and 
the show at 8:30. Tickets 
are $15 each and advance 
reservations | (required) 
may be made by 
telephoning 746-1629. 

Dame Christie has as- 
sembled seven possible 
suspects and victims in a 
manor house hostelry, 
snowed them in, and lets 
us wait for the murderer 
to strike, Из a good 
evening's entertainment. 


Well 


of the house, and Ray 
Fraga, the flighty, 
foppish Christopher 
Wren. Marie Wedell is 
well-cast as the retired 
magistrate, Mrs. Boyle, 
and Georgia Taylor 
Benedict gives a moving 
portrayal of Miss Case- 
well, the troubled 
expatriate. 


An excellent perfor- 
mance is given by 19- 
year-old Scott Quintard 
а5 the detective sergea: 
who arrives through tl 
snow drifts to warn th 
marooned guests of the.: 
danger and secks to sniff 
out the murderer. 


The play is co-directed 
by Linda Barron and 
Doug Ham, and Ham 
designed the impressive 
manor house set, a finc 
piece of work that made 
me want to make my own 
week's reservation at 
Monkswell Manor. 


The play, of course, is 
just the "post gusta" of 
the experience of attend- 
ing Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group, where in- 
variably the patrons en- 
joy themselves thorough- 
ly from the time the doors 
arc opened until the last 
curtain call. 


The repast this time 
around is billed as British 
fare, and hearty fare it is. 
The Cornish pastie ca- 
tered by Benicia's Wash- 
ington House is both 
hearty and delicious, 
served with a fine salad, 
delicately cooked par- 
sleyed potatoes and саг- 
rots, and the light berry 
dessert "Groset fool." 
And, to insure that no 
опе has to do their 
sleuthing from thc 
audience on a less-than- 
full stomach, they served 
two large rolls. 


Volunteer bartenders 
filled in well opening 
night — there was some 
sort of mix-up in the 
arrangements — but were 
up to the task of mceting 


The BOTTG players 
handle the task well in 
just about all respects, 
save for the problem of 
balancing their English 
accents. Stan Ford, who 
plays manor owner Giles 
Ralston, comes off sound- 
ing tco much like Cary 
Grant, while Don Fitz- 
gerald, playing Major 
Metcalf, never quite 
becomes the huffy, bully 
and all-that-rot type of 
character one has come 
to expect of the retired 
British officer. 

Dan Clark, of course, 
has it easy in the role of 
stranded stranger Pars- 
vicini; Italian accents аге 
easier than British 


patron demands for cock- 
tails, wine, and the be- 
tween-acts dessert drinks, 


| Who done PIA polished, 


by Mary Ellen Carroll 

"Мит'я" the word - I will 
"honor the request to keep the 
secret of Agatha Christie's 

е Mousetrap which opened 
last Friday, Henicia Old Town 
Theatre Group's fal produe- 
Чоп. I won't tell who done it. 


Of course this makes the job 
of reviewing the play difficult! 
it's generally customary to 
give a short run-through of the 
action of the play and within 
that framework, comment on 
the performances, direction 
and other qualities of the ex- 

' perience. 


Ма опе said to keep the ap- 


the feeling of (We "fourth wall 
extremely well. giving the au 
dience the proper feeling for 
viewing a mystery. 

All of the actors and ac 
tresses turned in good perfor. 
maneas - especially good were 
Claudia Keppel Yuhas, Stan 
Ford and Georgia Taylor 
Benedict - their demeanor re 
mained consistantly British 
throughout the play. Marie 
Wedell was also exceptional 
and Dan Clark was delightfully 
Italian. Don Fitzgerald, Ray 
Fraga and Scott Quintard were 
all very good although their 
problems with the British ac- 
cents were somewhat distrac- 


3 2 Report: 
Sunday, Novombor 15, 1281 


By JOHN FRANK 
Reporter Theater Reviewer 
The set for the Benícía Old Town 
Theater Group's production of 
-“Тһе Mousetrap" is a wonder. 
The room is actually wooden, 
stem to stern. There are English 
cigarettes on the table. The 


:nglish couple al 


® МасауШо, California 


flooring, scarcely visible from the 
audience, is painted to resemble 
hardwood. And, yes, thereis snow 
falling outside the set's front 
window. 

Doug Ham, director and set 
designer for the Show; feelsthat the 
attention to minute detail is only a 
Symptom of the disease afflicting 
the Benicia group — й 
professionalism. 


“Any group that calls itself 
an hour 5” 


train ride outside London. 


There's been a murder in 
London, the odd assortment of 
weekend guests learn as they 
arrive in a blinding snow- 
storm. 

А Scotland Yard detective 
arrives on skis to warn 
proprietors and guests alike of 
the rancorous slaying and that 
one or more of them may, ре 


next. Е 
Асі One concludes with the 


‘Mousetrap’ dé, 


“Ezontinued, “it’s very seldom you'll 


By LAURA R. THOMAS 


Times-Heraid Panorama editor 


1 BENICIA — Lovers of Agatha 
Christie mysterba expect а very 
suspenseful whodunit when they 
see a play based on one of the detec- 
tive novelist's works. 


But the Benicia Old Town 

, Theatre Group's opening dramati- 

zation of "The Mousetrap” Friday 

night was too plodding to keep the 
attention of several theater-goers. 


Tt was a long wait for Mrs 
Boys murder late In the first act 
and the murder investigation in the 


review 


London, making it the longest-run- 
ning English-speaking play in his- 
tory. 

The story centers on the presence 
of a murderer and a likely victim 
among the guests and proprietors of 
à snowbound rural guest house, 
Monkswell Manor. Trotter manages 
to arrive by skis to alert the occu: 
pants that one of their number is 
suspected of the vendetta slaying of 
a London woman and intends to find 
more victims within the house, 


Nearly all the characters are 
strangers to one another, Even 
Giles and Molly Ralston, the young 
couple who have just opened the 
manor to guests, find themselves 
Puspecting each other as the play 


Some of the characters are well 


| 


thday and then adapted for the 
stage, opened in November of 
1952, İt had a successful run of 
8,862 performances, moseyed 
down the road to à larger 
theatre in March 1974, played 
until August 21, 1975, setting a 
Guiness Record of the longest 
continuous run of any show in 
the world. 


Directors Linda Barron and 
Doug Ham have done à 
remarkable job in presenting 
this classic. It has а polished, 
professional look, the set 
design by Ham is of the que ity 
one enjoys al А.С.Т. produe- 
lions and costumes by Carol 
Berman are perfectly suited to 
"he nlav and the eharacters, 


Three likely suspects in the Benicia Old Town 
Group production of the Agatha 
Christle murder mystery “The Mousetrap” іп- 


Theatre 


: Attempting a Mystery 
. On the Community Stage 


amateur is doing itself an 
injustice," Нат said. “Whether 
your audience is paying $5 ог $15, 
they're entitled to the best work 
you can do.” 

It seems to work. BOTTG's 
spring musical, “Company,” 
received sterling reviews 

» throughout the area. Their current 
rendition of the Agatha Christie 
classic is meeting with similar 
Success. 

“This is the only successful 
orthern California dinner 
eater," Ham commented. “The 
mnmunity support here has a lot 
do with it.” 


| Dan Clark, who has worked with 


} (Пе group since 1971, believes that 
| ¡the relaxed atmosphere attracts 


| 


if 
y 


[enough new talent to prevent 


/ politics from interfering with 


productivity. 

“We don't have a core group of 
actors who appear in every show,” 
Clark explained. “A lot of theater 
groups become insular — the same 
people doing the same thing over 
and over again. 

“Аза matter of fact,” he 


the same face in successive 
, here.” 


core of this group is made out of 
workers,” х 
The company's production of 
“The Mousetrap” is indicative of 
` yet another eccentricity — that 
being the choice of material. Who 


in their right mind would attempt a 


mystery on the community stage? 


“Our next show, for example, is 


‘Mack and Mabel.’ That's the life of 


Mack Sennett, the comedy silent 
film director who invented the 
Keystone Cops. And it's the west 
coast premiere.” 
Nota first. The Вепісіа 
was the first community theater in 
the country to do “One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo's Nest.” At this wri 
they're after first rights to “The 
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas.” 
Company actress Georgia 
Taylor Benedict feels that the 
group attitude is just a little more 
intense than that of some other 
organizations. “You really һауе to 
decide whether it's serious work or 
whether it’s a party,” she said. "It 


> 


` fortuna qye 


eof actors," he said, “The 
d У Тһе current production plays 
cast Unfortunately, unis curren a 


Мане УЗ 
formanc. У! $ 
widow, Miss Casewell, played by 
Georgia Taylor Benedict, is fairly 
convincing as the mannish young 
woman with a European address. 

Dan Clark who plays Mr. Para- 
vicini moves well on stage but his 
makeup was grotesque, making him 
look more like dracula than an aging 
Мапап gentleman. Don Fitzgerald 
plays a staid, distinguished Major 
Metcalf 

The English accents affected by 
the lot were Just good enough. 

The interior of Monkswell Manor 
was micely thought out by set de 
signor und codirector Doug Ham. 
But И would have been nice И an 


a person is devoting the time to be 
in a show, he shouldn't have to 


Worry about other people showing 


forrehearsals.” 


Benedict, like others in the 


group, credits 
base strength. 


production doesn't support the spec- 
tacukar reputation it has built oa its 
annual musical productions. 

One thing the BOTTG certainly 
didnt fall down is the dinner and 
hospitality it includes in the ticket 
price. In honor of the British play, 
the BOTTG hed Washington House 
DeliCafe cater an English meal 
with Cornish pastics. The theater 
group has a lively set of volunteer 
waiters and waitresses ot all ages 
What keep the beverages and ash 
trays coming while keeping up а 
casual repartee with guests 

The Mousetrap’ runa through 
Nov, 21 at the IDES Май, 


E ELI 


phenomenal public 
Support with much of the BOTTG's 


professional 


| 
| 


class 


сішде Major Mi 


. director and de. 
“"Mousetrap”...the 
with the right mind to at- 
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avicini (Dan Clark), and G 


WEDDING USING MOUSETRAP SET 


A seurry of activity 
was initiated in town, 
and withi weeks 

igned 

o” a local pe 

ya 

3 ВОТТ member) 
were in the mail. 

The big day arrived 
and 40 to 60 een 
«ame bearing an 
food for the wedding 
potluck. 

A beautiful 
ceremony was periorm- 
ed by the minister with 
excerpts from Gibran's 
"The Prophet’... 

The bride wore а 
beautiful white antique 


“ura 
"s first wedding bee” 


BER VS eri t 


Jon Au 


Benicia's first ‘wedding bee” honored Wally and Mickey Hunt. 


wedding gown (happily 
loaned). The groom, in 
a brushed brown 
velvet suit (also loaned) 
nervously recited vows 
while the best man, 
bridesmaid and atten- 
dants (а Saint Bernard 
and Doberman adorned 
with garlands of 
flowers) participated 
reverently. 

After the 
ceremeny, the rovelry 
begun with champagne 


toasting, dining and 
dancing to two live 
bands who donated 
their services. 

The couple left on an 
unexpected honey- 
moon because of the 
generosity of their 
friends and guests 
from the Benicia Old 
Town Theatre Group. 

Yes - a ‘wedding bee’ 
took place in Our 
Town. ^ 

A memorable ex- 


perience took place not 
only for a bride and 
groom, but for every in- 
dividual involved. 

Best wishes go to 
Wally and Mickey | 
Hunt. | 

Blessings on all who | 
participated. | 

Congratulations to) 
the Benicia Old Тоу 
Theatre Group for 
their most spontaneous 
and giving perfor- 
mance. 


a 


e 


4 


Editor: 

Trecently met, fell in love and was married in 
your beautiful town. 

I entered your country only to visit, but came 
back to Canada with a loving husband, many 
dreams and very fond and overwhelming im- 
pressions of a very special town and its 
residents, 

Iwas a stranger and yet when my betrothed 
introduced me to his friends and the Benicia Old 
Town Theatre Group I was welcomed at once | 
with the most sincere, interested and loving | 
gestures. : 

My wedding was the most precious gift I have 
ever received — For it was a gift from a group. 
that obviously personifies the town. + 

Thank’ you so very much as I reach across а 
border and touch with love my “In-Laws” which | 

happen to be a special giving town and group. 
Mrs. Wally Hunt 
nee Mickey Servatius 
British Columbia, Canada 


2 зі, 
ОСЛО? Hend ld 
УЗИ, 19, /f EL 
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За Herald, Friday, March 20, 1981 


inician Dan Johnson (left) stars as Robert with Fred Franklin and Ann Taylor in the 
bnicia Old Town Theatre Group production of ‘Company! 


баба Tribune 


| р. Зо 177%/ 


By JOHN FRANK 
Reporter Theater Reviewer 

Community theater, this ain"! 

It's supposed to be. The Benicia 
Old Town Theatre Group professes 
amateur status, but who's kidding 
who? Their spring musical, 
Stephen Sondheim's “Company,” 
isa knockout in any category. 

“Company” is an ensemble рго- 
duction of short vignettes with the 
common theme of marriage. The 
unmarried hero, Robert, is the 
fawned-upon favorite of his 
numerous married friends. They 

\invite him for dinners, try to fix 
him up with nice girls and worry 
over him constantly. 

Robert thinks he wants to get 
married, but can't really come up. 
with a good reason. The sequences 
that lead to this ultimate 
understanding of why people 
marry are hilarious and touching. 
And occasionally painful. 

Top marks go to director Dennis 
Kohles, who also choreographed 


Richmend 

Independent 

Cazeite. 
A 010 Ef. 


On the town: 
Joel Gordiejew 


It's Just a little more than a week away from Easter 
and a good suggestion to make reservations or at least a 
choice of restaurant for that day, 

Besides Mother's Day, Easter is usuaily one of the 
busier days of the year for the restaurant trade. 

I suggest if you have any questions regarding 
menu or time, o call the restaurant and get all ће jn- 
formation. They'll be more than happy to help. But as 1 
mentioned — do it early. 


Thad the opportunity to attend The Benicia Old Town 
Theare Group's latest producton, “Company,” a few 
weeks ogo and must admit that they definitely have a hit 
on their hands, 

Now before anyone asks why this guy is writing 
about a play out in Benicia, let me explain. BOTTG is a 
dinner theatre tnd by handling a dining page I found it 
appropriate to combine the two by dining out and enjoy- 
ing опе of the finest musical-comedies in a long time. 

T won't deal with the critical aspects of the play, be- 
cause I don't possess that criterea, but 1 will say that І 
thoroughly enjtyed both the food and the presentation 

The play is well paced, music above average, actors 
entertaining azd the storyline brings back quite a few 
good memories. Є 

If you're looking for an entertaining night out, to in- 
clude dinner aad an array of libations, 1 encourage you to 
attend this showing. 

There are a few dates that are still open and more 


information may be obtained by calling 746-1265. "Соло 
pany’ rens through мау şə бы еее, 


Red Levine Fred Franklin Scott Strohmerer 
Wayne Sutton Dan Johnson 


the show. Kohles has done several 
noteworthy things, here. His 
casting is unusually spot on; the 
characters look perfect, before 
they've uttered a syllable. 


Kohles has everyone. on stage 
standing in the right place at the 
right time. His fine use of freezes 
and careful blocking keep the show 
flowing effortlessly. The hand of 
the director is evident throughout, 
anda steady hand it is. 


Dan Johnson's moving portrayal 
of Robert acts as the show's bin- 
ding element. He has his stiff 
moments, but is fine overall and 
sings a beautiful tenor. Johnson's 
climatic performance of “Being 
Alive” is truly heartrending. 

The ensemble is full of sparklers. 
There isn't a weak showing in the 
lot, but some players stand out par- 
ticularly. Ann Taylor, as Sarah, is 
a marvelous comedienne with a 
priceless repertoire of facial ex- 
pressions. Taylor's opening scene 
with her husband, Harry ( Fred 
Franklin) is a riot. Taylor and 
Franklin find themselves squaring 
off for a karate match, as Taylor 
shouts such epithets as “Sashimil” 
and “Teriakil” Corny, but it 
works. 

As Amy, Linda Barron's por- 
trayal of a girl who gets cold feet on 
her wedding day is one of the even- 
ing's best. Her frantic delivery ої 
"Getting Married Today" is 
superb. 

There are other outstanding per- 
formers; in fact, there are nothing 
but outstanding performers. “Nuff 
said. 

Doug Ham's technical work here 
is tight, smooth and occasionally 
stunning. Especially impressive із 
a dance sequence complete with 
flashing running lights and a 
strobe. Ham also designed the im- 
pressionistic, tiered set. 

Excellent musical accompani- 
ment is provided by a three-piece 
band directed by the pianist, Karl 
Francis Pister. The musicians are 
accomplished and never commit 
the unpardonable sin of overpower- 
ing the vocalists 

See this show, Musically, 
technically, and dramatic: 
without peer in recent a 
ater. The show includes 
course m nd rese ions (re- 

ed) are available at (707) 746- 


Yvonne Campbell Nancy Gill Nori Hesse 


^ nj 


e.ə 
Y) Y 


The men of Benicia Old Town 


Theatre's "Company," (from loft) 
Red Levine, Fred Franklin, Scott 
Strohmarer, Wayne Sutton and 


Dan Johnsongather for a song. 


1269. “Company” plays at 140 West 
J St., Benicia, weekends through 


May 2. 


Contra Costa Timos - April 17, 1991 


Weekly Winners 


Theater 


Ah, what a show! The Benicia Old 
Town Theater Group's razzle-dazzle pro- 
duction of Stephen Sondheim's bitter- 
sweet musical Company, under the direc- 
tion of Contra Costans Dennis Kohles and 
Karl Pister, is playing to overflow houses 
at the IDES Hali on West J Street in 
downtown Benicia. Audiences are blown 
away by the consistently high level of the 
performances, the excellent voices, the 
untlagging energy. the profess: 


the dinner /th combo an Friday 
Saturday even siy 6 
Qut. But you may be able to get seats for 
Ow alone, starting at 8:30. In te: 
spe to overwhelming demand, extra 
performances have bern scheduled tor 
Мау 8 and û For thchat information 
dona (7072 746-1269 — Maggie yə 
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THE mIOLGE TRAP 


The Benicia Old T | 
presents own Theatre Group 


Agatha Christie's 


Dir ected by 


LINDA BARRO DOUG HAM 


Technical Direction г: 
DOUG HAM 


Promotional Design and Prog: 


uy Bob Harris 


Тһе Mousetrap 


by DEE LECLAIR 
Wien ome enters Us 
Wabeceilings IDES a 
Adamyan Heme: ror 
he лар current pro- 


"е бау ріфбьсмог 
эў 


by an affinity for each 
other. 

"There are eight people 
at the Ralston guest 
house,  Monkswell 
Manor, in suburban 
London. Before the end, 
one will be murdered 
and one will be named a 
murderer. 

Who did it? And why? 
Is it Mollie Ralston 
(Claudia Yuhas), the 
young mistress of the murderer b 
manor with a dark his third vi 
secret in her past? Just like 

18 it her husband Giles dun-it she 
(Stan Ford), with the Mousetrap’ 
secretive manner 1 
has to be concealing 


strengthened by the 
knowledge that Agatha 
Christie's murder 
mystery has been runn- 
ing on the London stage 


for 29 years (with the at- 
tendant statistics--134 
actors playing the eight 
roles, eight directors, 46 
miles of ironed shirts 
and an audience of over 
x / four million). 

It's streng! too 
by BOTTG's 12-year 
history of presenting 
diversified dinner 
theatre shows for Solano 
and Contra Costa Coun- 
ty residents, and by the 
substantiality of the 
“Mousetrap” set, ап ex- 

misitely crafted affair, 
igned by Doug Ham 
(who also co-directed 
the play with Linda Bar- 
топ) whose meticulous something? 

detailing can be observ What 

ей by diners before the Ch 

show begins Fraga)” ls he really as 
flighty and fluttery аз 


Because of the nature he appeara or is he a col 
of Christie's. tightly. diy calculating 
crafted story, and murderer” 
because of the (radition Why did the prim and 

proper Mrs. Boyle 
“Marie Wedell) really 


leave the security of her 
London home for the 


duction 
Mousetrap 
heightencd 
walking мо a 1 
й» а 


feeling 


arriving. 


Detective 
‘Trotter cate 


about 
Wren (Нау 


dung 

delightful play, it is im 
possible to give away 

much ef the in 
review Sufficient 
, 10 say that it 
all the elements of a 
wood, English locked 
ғаға whodunit with 
the 8 сошыгу home, 
he weather heightened 
olat: and 


winter? 

İs Major Metcalf (Don 
Fitzgerald), the overly 
hearty British officer 
exactly what he appears 
or does he, too, hide a 
secret past” 

Why is the composed 

Miss 
Georgia 


—h ірет Рагаик pi, played by Don Сии, бу 
to startle Mis: бөзі үрер gia Taylor Benedict) 
¿Claudia haş) en Низ scene from the Benicia 04 Town 
af the Agatha Christie murder mystery The 
Reservations ate gecessaty for the dinner theatro preducuen 
Me, 21 Tickets are 


businesslike 


- ь Casewell 


distracted an zü have jced the Sons of St. George in the 
at Monkswell biggest bloom' parade ever staged in Dickin- 
How is it Son county. 

Paravinbin 

Clark)'s car Gi 
pened to bre 
front of tr 
home at the 
the other gur 


And, fi: famous Cornish pasty. 


Benicia's ‘Mousetrap’ Triumphs | 


They must bring 
That's all there la to И. 

The Benicio Old Town Theatre 
Group is obvisusly а professional 
company masquerading па ama 
tears. The caliber of their work ін 
simply not comparable to that of 
«imilar cornrrrunity organizations. 

BOTTG's current production of 
Agatha Christie's “Тһе Mouse 
trap” just proves the point. Most” 
groups are unwilling to risk the 
mystery — drama format, pre- 
ferring instead to rely on lighter 
material. Genuine suspense ts diffi- 
cuit to carry off. This show suc 
ceeds, and admirably $0. 

“The Mousetrap,” the longest- 
running play in Ehglish-speaking 
history, is set in post-war Britain 
circa 1 Giles and Moliy Ralston 
have decided to start à roorning 
house sorne miles outside of Lon- 
don. Just prior to the prospective 
boarders' arrival, a news report 
cornes in over the wireless соп- 
cerning the murder of a Mrs. Lyons 
in the city. 

"The guests appear sporadically. 
Not long after the final arrival, the 
snowfall becomes a blizzard and 
the tenants are snowed in. 

A police sergeant arrives on 
skis and informs the household that 
the Lyons murder may be con- 
nected with someone in the group. 

That is the basis of the mystery, 
and any more would be telling. 

Co-director and set designer 
Doug Ham has literally built a 
room. The authenticity is stunning 
and Ham's technical effects are su- 
perb. Just as an example, there is 
actually snow falling visibly out- 
side the window. 

Тһе ensemble is crisp and рго- 
fessional with few exceptions. 
Georgia Taylor Benedict is partic- 
ularly impressive as the: no-non- 
sense Miss Casewell. Benedict cre- 
ates a real person in Casewell, 
from her initial entrance on. 

As the enigmatic Mr. Paravici- 
ni, Dan Clark turns in a fine char- 
acter performance. Clark’s hand- 
ling of his accent and his comic 
timing are both important contri- 
butions. 

Scott Quinard’s performance as 
Sergeant Trotter may well be the 
show’s best. He moves easily and 


in ringers, 


= 


“Isasties, pasties... 


Уз] лу Phyllis Malicki 
ittended the Benicia Old Town 
|'s "The Mousetrap and as a 
| ofthe group Iknew it would be 
г ¬ ding show, which it was. Imust 
2270220 hoy that I had a ‘prove it" attitude 
öl em the menu. Coming from Nor- 
ic, I have eaten many Cornish 
jties&intnever an ethnic food is commer- 
Alizedi itses in the translation, ie. 
,drandnla”:violis vs. Chef Boyardee. 
Hovvevel, 1 very pleasantly surprised and 
overheard y other nice comments on the 
food. Myledments to the Washington Deli, 

who caterec dinner. 
3 Becausé ce aboye I wanted to share the 
ку, аһдеїре for Cornish Pasties. The 
following | aared in the” Iron Mountain 
їеһівап ра) in May, 1967. 

y E. 0. ERICKSON 
H Seventy xs ago, if Michigan Governor 
Sə S. Pin;e had proclaimed a state "Pasty 
ay," all of ti20 mines in the area would have 
closed for a hday and every bloody Tom, Dick 
and "Arry w a strain ої Cousinjack blood 


you saw a Cou: 


ny's oven. Th 


Today is Fsty Day, proclaimed by Gov. 
əə Romne as a part of the Michigan Week 
observance. It's a tribute to the Cornish im- 
Rent mines who came from Cornwall, 
ngland, to werk in the U.P. iron mines and 
rought with hem the recipe for the now 


ср Day was observed today quietly 
no Without о residents of the Twi 
cities jene years ihe pasties like they have 


whipped crea 


thus came the name 
word, Cousinjack. Because ol 
“cousins,” the Cornish mining captains о! 
were accused of gross nepotism. 

With the tin miners 
their greatest contribution to 
ranges, the Cornish pasty. "This was a mixture of d Giles Ra! 


tables and onions wrapped in а pwell is wild! 


qıranı û Mr. Paravicini's accent is so thick 


sort of suet piecrust and baked. It looked like 
an overgrown apple turnover. It was a logical: 
meal, both to content and utility. Here was d». ring to figure out pot only who Y 
balanced ration, proper food and meal for a һаг@- but who will be murdered. 
working miner. 

А pasty or two and a tin dipper of tea was in- where the 
variably the Cornishman's midday meal. When Jinner theater. Every single table is fi 
sinjack eating down in a mine, you by — you guessed İt — a mousetrap! 
could be sure he was eating a pasty. 

Down a thousand feet below the surface, a 
cold pasty was warmed on a "miner's stove, 
which was a common shovel held over two 
candles. When ready to eat, it was hot and ap- 
petizing as though it had come out. of Cousinjen- 
е pasty was soon adopted by im- 
migrant miners of other nationalities, especially 
the Swedes and Italians. 

There are pasties, pasties and pasties. It all 
depends on where they come from. But there's 
nothing like a pasty made from a genuine Cor 
nish recipe imported from Cornwall. Cornish 
g at the very thought of some of 
hich are printed in allege 
homeaker columns. They disgrace the dignity ol 
the Cornish pasty by adding everything except 
m — a ghastly thought. 

a true Cornish party recipe? Ask) 
Mrs. Peter Vicenzi, of 814 East I street, and 


people often ga 
the recipes vv 


Аны what із 


Suspense 


ctive Trotter (Scott Quintard) 
interrogates Miss | Casewell 
(Georgia Taylor Benedict), a pos- 
sible suspect, in the Benicia Old 


his character development is а 
marvelous treatment of a difficult 
role. 

There are no weak spots in the 
cast. Stan Ford and Claudia Yuhas 
are excellent as the Ralstons, al- 
though Ford's problems with the 
dialect causes him to throw away à 
few good lines. 

As the flighty Christopher 
Wren, Ray Fraga gives perhaps а 
little too rnuch of a good thing. 
Fraga gets the laughs, but some- 
times at the expense of the mood. 
And Marie Wedell із a marvelously 


Теге’ menu well done 


nish miners were called "Jack" and it developed | 
that all Cornishmen had cousins by the score,! 
‘Cousin Jack" and later one, Christie is the playwright. 


from Cornwall came joyle 


life on the mining tough. Major Metcalf is si 


With Finesse | 


Town Theatre Group produ 
of Agatha Christie's "The Mc 
trap,” running through Nov. 2 


annoying battieax as the eter 
aggravated Mra. Boyle. 

As Major Metcalf, Don У 
rald is perhaps not quite as ез 
enced as some of the players 
his appearance makes up for a 

BOTTG has managed to 1 
tain suspense, entertain and 
the audience thorou 
This is a truly unus 

nd the food 
Mousetrap' 

Fridays and turdays thu 
Nov. 21 at IDES Hall, 140 W 
St, in Benicia. The $15 tick 
cludes dinner. 


By MAGGIE CRUM 


so we km 


f having many сеге music signals the start of. The 
ften! we're going to be challenged by a d 


is waspish enough. Christopher 
ously 
д 10 


rotter is 


are just t 
ptight. Sat 


f course, as the play opens we also ! 


in starts the minute yeu arrive at IDE 


loug 


and 


, which the, 


Benicia Old Town Theate 


Ham's superbly realistic set, ч 


lonkswell Manor, as you relax with a 
€ if wine and enjoy dinner Бу candieli 


Giles Ralston are the owners © 
have turned into an inn 
but not the type of kil 


they are immediat 

ue. As you might expect, 

"Early in the play one of the gue 
n which Agatha based her many 
: “You never know what amyone 


із thinking. 
stomary skill, Agatha weaves t 
but never revealing too much 4 
ax that has thrilled generatio 
yorid’s lor 


four mil 
inst Agatha's as they immen 


been doing for years — not only Cousinjacks, 
but practically everybody. 

Almost any day is Pasty Day in the Twin City 
area and, by actual count it lays the claim to be- 
ing the Pasty capital of Michigan. 

Before this week is up, some 2,000 pasties will 
be sold by seven outlets in Tron Mountain and 
Kingsford. Between church groups and other 
organizations which sell pasties as fundraising 
projects account for another 400 weekly con 
sumption and it is estimated that another 400 
pieces of the tasty dish are made in homes and 
served us meals during one week. That adds up 
to 2,800 a week. 

There are many stories about the Cornish im 
migrants, the Cousinjacks and the pasty. But 
they all ad up to something like this: 

When the iron mines began to develop in the 
Upper Penninsula in the late 18005, the call rang 
out for experienced miners. That call was heard 
in Cornwall, England, by hundreds ої tü ег», 
who decided ко seek their fortune in the rapidly 
developing wilds of Upper Michigan They in 
vaded the U.P. in droves and many of them seul 
ed in Iron Mountain. Because of their mining ex 
perience, mar became mine € aptains and shift 


bosses » 


Aud ah, sama Cousiniack? AL first the Cor 


don't let the name fool you, she's a thoroughbred 
Cousinjenny. She is one of the daughters of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wright, both native of 
Cornwall, who came to Iron Mi in from 
¿England in 1908. 
Here's Mother Wright's recipe from Cornwa 
PASTY CRUST 
(Six pasties! 

з 1/2 cups sifted flour 
34 cups lard 
м, cup ground suet for lard! 


и ease on st 
rehearsed 
|y mot be perfection, but this seen 
mtrating so fully on the accents (№ 
suffer. 
Yuhas and Stan Ford are the per 
nce as Mollie asd Giles, Ray Praga 
cous pink tie, is the epitome af ессе 
x Wren Marie Wedell of Orinda is 
Mrs. Boyle that we almost hope Ми 
1 tsp. salt n the bead. Don Fitzgerald couldn 
% sup cold water Va distinguished as Major Metcalf (d 
Blend together, divide into 6 parts, roli dough really did serve his country ту. Dan 
the size of a medium pie plate, about 9 inches. ering and his cheeks feverishly b 
з pichon as Mr Paravicini. Scott Quim 
FILLING $ the quintessential English detect! 
(Per Pasty) fala Taylor Benedict, playing Miss 
1 cup raw potatoes, eut up smali 


morose and unhappy she bs. 
VA lbs. Flank steak cut up small 
2 ТЫ. chopped onions DE vebedled Pridays al 
2 This. ground suet Nov. 21. No host cocktails at € » 
Salt and pepper wat T V and morder məsi бий 
Optional: add 2 tbls, chopped rutabaga te price is $15, and thats a 
Put filling on Че rolled dough fold over, s yerlorma virtually м 
edges well k 
Bake 15 minutes a 
minutes at 350 degrees 


pick! 


сез are 


degr 
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Sir Toby Belch 
Grandlu Announces 
the 
Presentation of 


w. shakespeares 


wel and Racy 


| by the 
Benica Old Tovvn Dinner Theatre Group 


Directed by David C. Roster 
Opening Fri. & Sat. Nights, Oct. 24 & 25 


and continuing for an additional five weekends 
through Nov. 29. 


at the IDES Hall, 140 West 9" Street, Benicia 
ж No Host Cocktails, 6:30 Р.М. ж Dinner, 7:15 P.M. ж Curtain, 8:30 Р.М. 
Dinner and Theatre $13.00 


For Reservations: (707) 746-1269 


or write BOTTG, P.O. Box 602, Benicia, Calif. 94510 


Tickets also available at 
Winters & Winters Law Offices in Benicia 
and A. Star Co,, 714 First Strect, Benicia 


TTT P mmu 


Denny Clark 


Proclamation 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP MONTH 
NOVEMBER 1950 


WHEREAS: Тһе Benicia 044 Town Theatre Group was founded én 
1964 as an offshoot of the Benicia Old Town Group, 
and 

WHEREAS: With the generous cooperation of the Benicia IDES 
Hale Committee and with contributions of services, 
material, and money by members 04 the community, 
the Benicia 064 Town Theatre Group has maintained 
the oldest dinner theatre in the Bay Алса for the 
Last sixteen (16) years, and 

WHEREAS: Ву mounting two dinner theatre productions a year, 
the Group has made their audiences Laugh with 
"See How They Run", слу with "Our Town", and think 
with "Little Murders". It has sent its audiences 
away humming with "Anything Goes", "Once Upon a 
Mattress", and "Sugar", to name а few of the twenty 
eight (28) plays the Group has produced. In 
addition, the Group has cosponsored a Christmas 
production of the "Nutcracker" ballet for the 
delight of Benicia children. The Group opens 
October 24th with its finst Shakespearean play, 
"Twelfth Night". 

NOW THEREFORE, with admiration for the accomplishment of the 

BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP, I, Warren В. 0'Blennis, Mayor 

of the City of Benicia, do hereby proclaim the month of November 

1980, as BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP MONTH. 


y) А 
September 23, 1980 pe =) ры; 


DATE 
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SPRING 


COMPANY 


The Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 
presents 


Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 
Book by George Furth 


Director 
DENNIS KOHLES 


Musical Director 


KARL FRANCIS PISTER 


Technical Director and Set Desigm 


DOUG HAM 


Ry MAGGIE CRUM 


About $ ago I had 


with music and lyrics by 
Stephen Sondheim, which 
opened lay night. 

Ten days а 

nd Karl told 

me the show was "so good 
that it could be opening in 
San Francisco."I thought 
they might have been ex- 
aggerating — just a tiny 
bit — but they were abso- 
lutely correct 

The 14 cast members 
have given the show ev- 
erything they've got — 
and then some — and the 
result is a superb evening 
of theater. The opening 
night audience was blown 
away by the consistently 
high level of the perfor- 
mance, by the excellent 
voices, the unflagging en- 
ergy, the professionalism 
and the polish of the cast 
|members, who work to- 
gether so smoothly that 
they do indeed deserve to 
be called a “company.” 

The dinner theater 
show is being presented 
Friday and Saturday even- 
ings through May 2 at the 
IDES Hall on West J 
Street. No-host cocktails 
at 6:30 are followed by a 
candlelight dinner at 7:15, 
and curtain time is at 8:30. 
Price for dinner and the 
show 15.513.50, and tickets 
(which I'm sure will soon 
"Бе sold out) may be re- 
served by phoning (707) 
746-1269. It is also possible 
to skip the dinner and get 
tickets just for the perfor- 
mance. 


Companyis the story of. 
Bobby, a playboy whose 
best friends are five mar- 
ried couples, all of whom 
are caught up in the an- 
guish and, occasionally, 
the joys of togetherness. 
Bobby is the popular bach-. 
elor, the life of the party, 
the would-be lover of way- 
ward wives and the con- 


s 


The Pleasure of Their "Сотраї 


8 = ‹ 7 
Patrick Payton, Thelma Baptist (background), Ann Taylor and Dan Johnson ( ] 
Benicia Old Town Theater Group's highly successful production of Stephen гатта ا‎ 


stant target of matchmak- 
ers. He also has three girls 
(safety in numbers), who 
are.tired of waiting 
around for him. And as he 
comes to grips with his 
35th birthday, Bobby is 
terrified by the realization 
that he must change his 
way of life. If there's a 
moral to the story, it 
would séem to be that it's 
better to be together than 
alone — even though the 
relationship may just 
about drive you crazy. 

Handsome Dan John- 
son uses his ingenuous 
charm and pleasing voice 
in playing Bobby, and it is 
easy to see why his mar- 
ried friends — as well as 
his three girlfriends — аге 
devoted to him. Johnson 
couldn't be more likable in 
the role. 

The five couples are 


PLA s 


played by 10 beautifully 
cast performers, Ann Tay- 
lor (a true comic) and 
Fred Franklin work off 
their antagonisms (guz- 
zling and glüttony) as they 
use their skills in karate to 
hit each other below the 
belt literally and figura- 
tively in a wildly funny 
scene, Deborah Casey as 
the delicate southern 
belle, Susan, and Wayne 
Sutton as Peter are depen- 
dent on each other but 
happier divorced than 
wed, . 
Marilyn Schonberg and 
Patrick Payton, as Jenny 
and David, will try апу- 
thing for new thrills and 
they are a great hit in 
their “stoned” scene. Lin- 
da Barron exeels in the 


‘classic song “Getting Mar- 


ried Today,” portraying 
Amy, who panics on the 


way to the altar to marry 
the flabbergasted Paul 
(Scott J. Strohmarer), 
with whom she's lived 
happily for years. 
Silver-haired Theima 
Baptist gives a vibrant 
and electric performance 
as Joanne — thrice mar- 
ried, wickedly cynical — 
and she is most effective 
as she sings “Ladies Who 
Lunch." Her partner in 
this marrriage of conve- 
nience is Larry, smoothly 
played by Red Levine. 
The three girls who'd 
like to catch Bobby are 
pretty and vapid April, 
played by Nori Hess, who 
sings the plaintive and 
funny “Barcelona”: 
streetwise Marta, played 
by Yvonne Campbell, whe 
also does a dazzling dance, 
and Kathy, portrayed by 
Nancy Gill, who conquers 


that most diff 
fective song 
Hundred Реори 

Doug Ham 
black and siw 
sleek and зорі 
He uses five pl 
varying heigh 
vere cubes and 
promisingly st) 
suggesting the 
prisons іп whi 
couples becom 
The sets зге! 
tive as a drat 
ground for the 
ty choreograph 
as well as cost 
bers. 

Dennis Kakh 
Pister, who ph 
ano accom 
throughout (9 
bounce as he hi 
board"), deser 
ors for their wo 
pany. Don't mis 


Successful show holds over 
'Company' adds two more de 


"Company" is being held over! The current 
dinnertheatre production by the Benicia 
Old Town Theatre Group has met with such 
suecess that BOTTG has decided to extend 


marry. 


for an additional weekend. 
"Since we are the Benicia community 
theatre group, we wanted to make sure that 
everyone in town that wishes to see the 
show will have the opportunity to do so," 
said club president Red Levine. 
The show opened to rave reviews on April 
8, and is now sold out for its remaining 
weekend performances through May 2. The 
two additional shows, on May 8 and 9, will 
not feature the dinner, but will have a no- 
host bar available. Tickets are $5 and reser- 
vations are necessary by calling 746-1269. 
Table seating will be according to reserva- 
tion date, with earlier ticket holders being 
seated toward the front of the 140 West J, 
St. theatre. Doors will open at 7:30 with an 
8:30 curtain both nights. 
“Since the hall only has seating for about 
250 people, anyone who wishes to see the 
show should make reservations as soon as 
possible," notes Levine. 
“Company” is the musical story of a 35 year 
old bachelor named Bobby, whose best 
friends are five married couples. Aided by 
these friends and his three girlfriends, Bob- 
by decides it is time to consider changing his 
lifestyle. Through a series of short vignet- 
tes, the show is a sometimes 
sometimes touching look at why people 


funny. 


Directed and choreographed by Dennis 
Kohles, with musical direction by Karl Fran: 
cis Pister, ‘Company’ features several 
talented Benicia residents. The lead role of 
Bobby is played by Dan Johnson, Benicia 
sehool district musie teacher. Middle 
School' music instructor Debra Casey can be 
seen as Susan. Professional actress and past 
BOTTG president Linda Barron has the 
part of Amy, and Thelma Baptist, a 
newcomer to theater, is Joanne 


Dan Johnson, as Bobby, hears advice from his marries 
Levine, Fred Franklin, Scott Sırohmarer and Wayne 
BOTTG production ot "Company" being held over May 8 
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Sugar “АР 


ea KESSLER 


4 сарасы: Я 
de PORE the initial Satan 
il MN. the show 
vü with gaf- 

əf еч des week 

ta т al the Ме 
Dige Hall. The Friday, 
rdsy dinner-thea 

Mami Mart at 7 
Cockta № preceded by 


Based on the e і 
movie, “Some {ЧЫ 
Hot.” this müsical proves 
you Can't ы ral proves 
5 Bet too much of а 
MM thing. In fact, there 
whi Mirth-provoking lines 

Nich were not in the film 
~~ fer reasons Hollywood 

cah explain, 4 

Skilllulls the focal play 
ers mined the opportunities 
io arouse the visibility of 
those out front, Every ef- 
fort worked because of ter- 
rific timing and delivery оГ 
me сам — which seemed to 
be having as much fun as 
anyone in the theater. 

Every theatrical 
triumph depends on top- 
nöteh team work in depth 
from walk-on parts to 
st And “Sugar” sweet- 
İy affirms that maxim. 

Süll the heavy hitters de 
serve the spotlight. Home 
runs were scored by Bill 
Barron and Pred Franklin, 
in alphabetically order. 
They wowed the attend 
ance with visual and verbal 
variety, True, they had the 
best chances with their jul- 
су roles — which also 
sented strike-out possibili- 
ties. 

Barron and Franklin act 
35 the musicians who inno- , 
vently witness а Chicago, 
pans massacre. To escape | 

eing rubbed out as possi- 
ble informers, they join an 
all-girl band leaving the 
windy city. 

"This requires the men to 


Werder 


recall Tony Curtis a 
Jack Lemmon in these 
roles. They were Kreat but 
Seeing the action in live 
їм adds to the riotous ri 
Бату. (hill Barron, 
cording to the program, dé 
SİMİ trying to explain to 
Жең why, in this play, 
орке more like mommy 

than daddy.) К 

The musical's title is tak- 
eti from Sugar Kane — the 
sex symbol soloist of the 
band. Sue Rodin seductive- 
Чу carried this stellar stint, 
She gave conviction to the 
Tole of the gal who is sex 
sappy for saxophonists. 
But now she is seeking a 
millionaire to settle down 
with. However, the vicissi- 
tudes of fate cause her to 
fall for an impostor -~a sax 
musician posing as a 
weathy yacht owner, 

If this was a Hollywood , 


pe. Elizabeth Way would 
ve a star placed on ber 
door. At — the last 
moment, stepped into 
the demanding part of 


- Spats Pallazo, the head 


obser who puts the fin- 
ger ön the musician-wit- 
nesses. The role calis for a 
man. Joey Bartholomew 
had the part but took sick 
As the choreographer, ЕҢ 
забей Way knew how (о 
tap dance and talk through: 
the assignment. 

Co-author Billy Wilder, 
the screen producer, might 
have profited by seeing li. 
zabeth Way's perform- 
ance, Wilder may have ree- 
ognized the comic twist of 
having a woman act as the 
peed п али It worked 

cautifully the way Way 
did it. z 7 

All parts worked so casi- 
ly it demonstrated again 
that director John Sebas- 


arade of Laug 


lian Baiocchi's talent is 
helping the Bay area main- 


SUGAR — "How Sweet It 
Is", Jackie Gleason used 
to say, and so will you af- 
ter seeing Sugar on stage 
at the Benicia Old Town 
Theatre. If these ladies 
look familiar, they should 
because this group of local 
cuties is the all-girl band 
performing at the dinner 
theatre. Performances be- 
gin tonight and continue 


оп a Friday and Saturday | 
basis thru May 3. For more | 


information call (707) 745- 
2327. Reservations are a 
must! 


мга С 


Tones. Page 49 
understanding (o make up 


for the lack of melody. 
The entire &upportimt 


tain high theatrical stand 
ards, Perhaps һе д 


ek La 
Quirtatd, Cheryl € 

Sherry MeNatt, Becky | 
Ross and Laura Allen. The | 
chorus lines, male and fe. 
male, added to the fun. 


leader of the айт? band, 
Willie Lampi displayed 
what it takes to keep the 
giris in line. Her manager 
of detalls was portrayed by 
ey, Who contribut- | 
Тир parade. 

Once again, Rick Bruno 
exhibited his s й 
tility. In this a 
he is Sir Osgoo 
ап eccentric millionaire. 
Besides his vocal ability he 
brought forth the comedy 
potential of his part — even 
to a prat fall. ES 

Surprisingly, -the music! 
by famed Jule Styne does! 
not yield a single song to) 
hum as you leave. This] 
makes the work of the müs- 
ical director, Kris Harper,’ 
all the more plaudable, for” 
the singers gave the lyrics: 


dress and act as women. 
Even their feminine fellow 


miu 
b; 


y th 


c-makers are fooled 
em. Movie buffs may 


4-Benicia Herald, Friday, April 4, 1 


“Sugar” plays at BOTTG 
Musical comedy is sweet 


By Leslye Asera 

According to the Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group program for its current 
musical, ‘Sugar,’ Bill Barron is still trying to 
explain to his two young sons why he looks 
more like mommy in this show than daddy. 
And well they might ask. Barron plays Jerry 
(alias Daphne) and emerges as the star 
comedian of this highly entertaining dinner 
theater performance. 

The story line, based on the movie “Some 
Like It Hot,' follows an all-female band from 
Chicago to Miami. The lead singer is an 
unlucky, dizzy blond named Sugar Kane. As 
Lhe band is about to leave for Miami, the sax 

. and bass players quit. Replacements must 
be found, and two men (Joe and Jerry) apply 
Tor the positions. Finding that they must be 
female, they agree to make a delivery for 
the manager. On route, they accidentally 
witness gangster figure Spats Palazzo and 
company rubbing out some of the com- 
petition. The underworld is soon after them, 
so they disguise themselves as Josephine 
and Daphne and join Sugar's band. In Miami, 
Joe finds that he is in love with Sugar, but 
Sugar has her heart set on marrying a 
millionaire. Jerry is having his own 
problems when a wealthy yaehtsman wants 
to marry his charming alter ego, Daphne. Of 
course all things are settled by the final cur- 
taín. 

“This production of ‘Sugar’ is a two man 
show. Barron and Fred Franklin, as Joe 
(Josephine) definitely contribute the lion's 
share of genuine laughs. Their first number 
as Daphne and Josephine, “The Beauty That 
Drives Men Wild, nearly brought the house 
down. It із а well choreographed burlesque 
number, bumps, grinds and all, And they 
hoth have great legs. 

As the show progresses, we find that 
Jerry gets more and more caught up in his 
role as Daphne, to the point of being 
delighted when he makes a conquest of a 


not. The Sugar we see does not possess 
enough substance to hold a friend or lover. 
Her wonderful, strong and bluesy singing 
voice does not make up for her lack of per- 
sonality. Rodin has, however, designed and 
constructed very nice costumes for the 
show. 

On Saturday evening, the part of gangster 
Spats Palazzo was played by the show's 
choreographer Liz Way, as the original 
Spats (Joey Bartholomew) was in the 
hospital with pneumonia. After some initial 
twittering from the audience, the spunky f 
Ít. tall, 90 pound stand-in took the part in 
hand (or foot, since Spats tap dances 
everywhere) and did a great job. She proved 
to be an excellent dancer with her first 
number and not a bad actress (actor?) in the 
bargain. That first routine, "Теаг This Town 
Apart, and her tapping death scene were 
both excellent. She turned out to be quite a 
show stealer. 

Rick Bruno, as Sir Osgood Fielding, is fine 
as Daphne's suitor. Although weak in his 
solo number 'November Song, Bruno is 
great in the classically funny 'Beautiful 
Through and Through, performed with his 
'intended' Daphne. 

Scott Quintard as Knuckles Norton and 
Chuck Levine as the Dude make fine 
machine-gun toting thugs. Willa Lampi, who 
has a beautiful singing voice, and Ray Posey 
as Bienstock are the managers of the band. 

"The remainder of the cast is adequate if 
not outstanding. Several of the danee num- 
bers are awkward and repetitive. Direction 
by John Sebastian Baiocehi has its ups and 
downs. 

The ambitious sets by Doug Ham include 
11 different scenes, somo a bit shukier than 
others, but all serviceable. They are con: 
structed eleverly on wagons back-to-back, 
making good use of n small stage area. 

Music direction by Kris Harper is unoh- 
trusive and even. Her all-female band mem- 


ў 


"Sugar 


By DEE LeCLAIR 
Speclal to the Times-Herald 


One kind of sugar that has no ill 
effects on anyone's health is the 
musical by that name now playing 
weekends at Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group (BOTTG). 


"Sugar," based on tbe movie 
“Some Like It Hot,” is a bright and 
lively production, which provides a 
pleasant evening's entertainment 
for local theater-goers. 


‘The movie starred Jack Lemmon 
and Tony Curtis as the two musi- 
cians who disguise themselves as 
girls and hide in an all-girls' band of 
the "305 to avoid being gunned down 
by mobsters whose gangland 
slaying of another mobster is inad- 
vertently witnessed by the hapless 
entertainers. 


Fred Franklin and Bill Barron, 
who take these roles in the BOTTG 
production, are wonderfully funny 
and talented actors and they do а 
nice job of bringing the humorous 
characterizations to life. Their sing- 
ing and dancing, although adequate, 
is probably the weakest part of their 
portrayals, which were otherwise 
excellent. 


Sue Rodin does a fine job in the 
Marilyn Monroe role of Sugar Kane. 
Monroe she ain't, but pleasing and 
funny she is, although her singing, 
100, is uninspired. 


The music for this show is noth- 
ing special. There are no shop-stop- 
ping preduction numbers, no touch- 
ing ballads, nothing, in fact, to 
make it memorable in any way. The 
"music provided pleasant interludes 
in a comedy that moved quickly and 
gracefully, but that was about all. 


In supporting roles, Willa Lampt 
as Sweet Bı „ the harried leader ef 
the all-girls’ band, and Rick Bruno 
as Sir Osgood Fielding, the millic 
шге whe falls in Jove with ong of the 
müt in drag, Were excellent 


fine Job was done by the 
eogrophez, Elizabeth 
who filled in for the ailing 


You Can't Go Wrong 
Seeing Show “Sugar” 


By BOB LAWSON 


Іп the words of our 

VULP. About People 

Jan Stoeksun, 

" go wrong with 

about two pays 

who dress up like 
women.” 


The promise is there 
and Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group 4 
disappoint with its spring 
dinner theatre produe 
tion of the musical 
comedy “Sugar.” which 
opened last weekend and 
continues Fridays and 
Saturdays through May 

The above is presented 
at the old IDES Hall, 140 
West J St, in Benicia. 
with cocktails beginning 

30 p.m., dinner at 
7:15, and curtain at 8:30 
Reservations are re- 
quired and may be made 
by telephoning 745-2327. 

"Sugar," directed by 
John Baiocchi, is the 
musical version of the 
movie. "Some Like И 
Hot," about two down- 
and-out musicians on the 
lam from the Mob. To 
escape they join an all- 
girl band. 

BOTTG veteran Bill 
Barron is а show-stealer 
in his role as Jerry/ Daph- 
nc. Like his film 
predecessor Jack Lem- 
mon, after a while 
Barron finds he enjoys 
being a girl, even if he 
occasionally has to hold 
up his unnatural endow- 
ments. b 

Fred Franklin, who 
lays Joc? Josephine, 
EEE Jr | 


pertorras well in Кк 


т (if “you can 
n that) role and 
a Seng voi 
sath numbers as “Doing 
И For Sugar." 
i 
м classics 
(The audience. doesn't 
hum along). but they are 
more than adequate in a 
shaw та which the Моту 
line more than holds их 
oun, Production. пат 
bers like “The Beauty 
That Drives Men Mad” 
were well-received 
Sue Rodin is convine- 
ingly glamorous аз 
Sugar, and supporting 
members Rick 
- Willa Lampi nd 
xey also do а finc 


Special mention. must 
also be made of 
choreographer Elizabeth 
Way. outstanding when 
pressed into service аз an 
understudy in the role of 
tap-dancing mobster 
Spats Pallazzo, With 
mustache pasted on (а 
interesting foil to the in- 
drag Barron and Frank- 
lin, she filled the bill well 


and the show didn't miss: 


a step. 
The regular Spats — 
Joey Bartholomew — 
was felled by pneumonia, 
we were told. BOTTG 
insiders said his dancing 
is "electric" and will be 
well worth secing when 
he returns to the stage. 
The music for the 
production is provided 
by an all-girl band (and 
not the onc on-stage). "I 


guess we have something | 
of a statement to make," | 


said musical director’ 
pianist Kris Harper, 
whose combo included 


Barbara Fugate, Shirley : 
Car- 


Walsh. Margaret 


Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 


vet; x fid Ria Йене 
Techtücaliy, (тінде yo 

vel), although the 

eros scene chain 


could use some 
and smoothin 
% inf 


Мих regard 


if you've never Been 
out to 2 BOTTG 
production (this was ouf 
first), we think youll find 
it enjoyable, The troupe 
does a quality job thar 
makes one 
kes watching а show 
performed inan oid ludge 
hall auditorum 


The dinner m pretty 
good chicken pap- 
prikash is the entree and 
cream: pulis the dessert 
this time - and the bar is 
reasonably compre- 
hensive. 


ugar" makes for y 
nice evening out just à 
few miles down Interstate 
780, almost in Vallejos] 
backyard. 


sweetest in area 


“Osgood Fielding’ (Rick Bruno), right, proposes to Daphne" (BiN Bari 


ters of ве sueno моге б 
vw The play Droogh 2 i 
qi yok 


Joey Bartholomew in the rol 
tap- dancing gangster, Spats 
Palazzo, kot Saturday: night. 


rich suitor, Joe on tbe other hand is more 
converted with his masculinity as he falls 
deeper in love with Sugar, Franklin's 
te and convincing solo "Its Always 

ave’ is the serious highlight of the show- 
Sue Rodin, in the title role, has в fine 
Voice, but unfortunately does not project 


bers do a fine job, 

Aithough not every minute of this show is 
à success, none of it is boring. Hill Barron 
and Fred Franklin alone are worth the 
price of admission. 


BUGAR бодау and Salu/ dəy svenangs through May 3 
at the IDES Han, 140 West S1 Dinner theater, oo 
host corktaila 6:30. dioner 7.16. curtem 8.30 
Reserahone are necessary and moy be meda iy 
жалың Ture у Chapman, 745-2227 


жойы (ine, wies a diaper hins apd 

hour Jong Феи m 

аса зу Dow ) » € long cin əzər ə 
ж.” аз із rue ef АН BOTTO thst әкікесе 

е diner. сәй By The Aler- nembérh ӨМ меске during the 
"що Concord Alish hot > paliar ul, ін req uit май а эсе) 
met. (аге, Мне meal sosi std, iy фе өмі сі We sion aont 


Nite Teo 


“Sagas wid pa at У 
Benicia, В ə 
зацій АИ У ма 
bein ії eor M ми 
тй qad Фе plov — 
тка. e Mh rol 


v» ha M 
meno b” 
5. 
a 


wilh smooth efficiency (hat із vorn 
yhal vamma for am amater pros. 


“clon 
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Sir Toby Belch 


Grandly Announces 
the 
Presentation of 


w. shakespeares 


Bawdy and Racy 


Twelfth 
58 NigRt 


Beñica Old Town Dinner Theatre Group 
Directed by David C. Roster 
Opening Fri. £ Sat. Nights, Oct. 24 £ 25 


and continuing for an additional five weekends 
through Nov. 29. 


at the IDES Hall, 140 West “J” Street, Benicia 
ж No Host Cocktails, 6:30 P.M. ж Dinner, 7:15 P.M. * Curtain, 8:30 Р.М. 
Dinner and Theatre $13.00 


For Reservations: (707) 746-1269 


or write BOTTG, P.O. Box 602, Benicia, Calif. 94510 / İ 


Tickets also available at 
Winters 8: Winters Law Offices in Benicia 
ind A. Star Co. 714 First Street, Benicia 


ИЛИТ У 


OT LY 


dit 2 icia 


%- "nf мен ipini Future” 


A eme 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP MONTH 
NOVEMBER 1950 


WHEREAS: The Benicia Otd Town Theatre Group was founded in 
1964 as an offshoot of the Benicia Old Town Group, 
and 
WHEREAS: With the generous cooperation 05 the Benicia IDES 
Hale Committee and with contributions of services, 
material, and money by members of the community, 
the Benicia 064 Town Theatre Group has maintained 
the oldest dinner theatre in the Bay Алса for the 
Last sixteen (16) years, and 
WHEREAS: Ву mounting two dinner theatre productions a year, 
the Group has made their audiences Laugh with 
"See How They Run", cry with "Our Town", and think 
with "Little Murders". It has sent its audiences 
away humming with "Anything Goes", "Once Upon a 
Mattress", and "Sugar", to name a few of the twenty 
eight (28) plays the Group has produced. In 
addition, the Group has cosponsored a Christmas 
production об the "Nutcracker" ballet for the 
delight of Benicia children. The Group opens 
October 24th with its ginst Shakespearean play, 
"Twelfth Night". 
NOW THEREFORE, with admiration for the accomplishment of the 
BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP, I, Warren В. 0'Blennis, Mayor 
of the City of Benicia, do hereby proclaim the month of November 


1980, as BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP MONTH. 


AZ, 


DATE MAYOR 


September 23, 1980 


Danny Clark 


2077” Жы; 


AL 
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Merry Curran Jan 0” баға 


| Jan O'Gara 


Danny Clark 


Betty McFadden 


Martin 'Red' Levine 


Merry Curran Jan 0'Gara | 
Janice Cooper Doc Scortt 
Doug Ham 
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The Benicia Old Town Theatre Group 


Ж a * 


Thursday, April 17, 1980 


AN МӘРЕ "RUM 


Te rə yar” 


Euleriainmens 


7) Her VVay to Fame 


ard cost 

Ti the diminu- 

1 tty girl stand 
ng bets e mie ME 
п the stage at the Civic 
Theater іп Walnut 
"That's what all my 

ig lessons cost 


¢ best cho 
a regional 
ur the last two 


For area thestergoers 

Mom's expenditure was 
Боге than jastíficd. Li 
y Айю started those danci 
denne at the age of three. 

har been appearing in 

shows Tn Contra Costa 

1. We've seen her 

rivets and toex 

Cabaret,” 

No, No. 

yoo saw 


YII 


. out for the next three week- 


won HE Shelli 

she is re 

for choreographing the 
Benicia Old Town Theater 
sroup's hit show “Sugar,” 
which is completely sold 


endi the IDES Lodge in 
Beni 
In this show 
proved not only һе! 
choreographer but 
versatile performer. On 
opening nant Joey Bartho- 
Тотем, who is well ove 


s Ш s stricken with 
who їх all of five 
Den two, took his pla 

“Мо one else knew the ch ch 

reography,” she said. “So E 
went home, painted on a 
moustache and sideburns, 
tucked all my curly hair 
under a hat, and I went 


xt weekend she 

a girl in the сһо- 

and heaven knows 

what where you might spot 
her this weekend. 

Liz, who spends her days 
working for Chevron in 
Oakland, makes at least a 
three month commitment 
vach time she choreo- 

a show, And during 
1 


IS a week for almost 
two months — she some- 
times swears she'll never 
do another show. Rut along 
comes the excitement of 


opening Har with its и. 
platise, and soon 

nik illr willing to. 
undertake yet another stint 

in show busin 

Іп addition, Liz spends 
two nights a week teaching 
the color guard for the | 
cord Blue Devils’ senior; 
ps. “In Ли 
lo National | 
Competition, and if we win | 
this year we'll have a 
chance to represent the! 
United "s in the first 
international competition 


"s this advice to 
the youngster who wants to. 
мо into dancing profession: | 
ally. ` for it, But рі 
pare псе young a 
for on ) hit 30, you're 
aver the bill as a dancer И 
you don't e iL as a pro: 
Tessienal, there are always 
lots of community th Мету 
looking for good dancers." 


4-Вегісіз Herald Feiday, February 15, 1960 


Show time for "invitum би 


Calling all theatre buffs! 


Hy Leslye Anora 
It's show time 
again 
Tor the Benicia ОМ 
Ti "Theatre Group, 


spring 
it~ I 


G's 
production 


Siar’, based on the 


t of the He 
Het Towers. ii 


Community — theatre, 
new members аге 
always welcome, 
especially at show time 
p the group is most 
Active, 'Sugar' opens 
March 29, so the dite 
lor and cast are buay 
putting their part of 
the show together, 


Group members not 


‘in the cast are also 


very busy, building the 
set under the direction 
of the set designer 
Doug Ham, BOTTG 
President Brian An- 
derson states “Anyone 
in the community is 
welcome to join us. 
We'll be working at the 
IES Hall, 140 West J 

for the next six 
и and would be 
delighted to see anyone 
interested in theatre. 
There's: lots to be 
done.” 


Anderson also ет: 
phasized the fact that 
new workers need not 
have any previous ех- 
perience. On the job 
trainingis available. 

The | work parties 
begin each Saturday 
and Sunday morning at 
10 ağd conclude at 4 in 
the İ.afternonn. Some 
merübers come for the 
day} others can only 


bviously enthralled by this millionaire, 
melt й М y Joe (Fred Franklin trom Walnut Creek) whe 
innocent Sugar into Твіти 
“Sugar”, based on the Bill 


melts at the smooth lines handed to her b 
is really a pennyless saxophone player trying to con sweet 
for him. Вопісіа Old Town Theatre Group's spring musical 
‘Soma Like it Hot”, ів a mixture.of music, madness, and several Cases o 


Wilder 7. 


"Come on down", invites BOTTG President Brian Anderso 
"Sugar" producer Red Levine. New faces are always welcome. А 
interested in helping with the current production can join a weekend 
work party or call club secretary Joan Harris at 552-1625, 


contribute a few hours. 
BOTTG provídes lunch 
for its workers and a 
happy spirit — of 
comraderie prevails as 
expert set builders join 
with totally inex: 
perienced volunteers 
to” reach а common 
goal. 


For the current 
production, BOTTG is 
also looking for 
someone to design and 
construct costumes. 
Seamstresses and a 
wardrobe mistress are 
also needed. 


All BOTTG produc 
tions are presented in 
the IDES Hall as din 
ner theatre. The two 
shows a year, in the 
spring and fall, are not 
always musicals. Past 
shows have included 
serious drama as well 
as comedy. 

The group is held 
together between 
shows with monthly 
newsletters and 
meetings. At each 
meeting BOTTG 
generously gives aw 
two fickets to a 


professional 

San Franciseo 

at the Ате 
servalory Theatre о 
the Civic Light Oper: 
New faces are 

at these meetings à 
welt. 


Anyone wishin 
more informatio 
about the group or wl» 
would like to receiv 
the newsletter can ea 
BOTTG secreta: 
Harris at 52216 
Shirley Chapman, 7 
2321. 


Sugar Kane (Sue Rodin from Benic а) jusi 


mistaken’... ntity. The dinner theater will open with gala champagne performance: 


tonight, Ма 28, and чатр 5 March 29. 
Saturda: “ing through May 3. For 
Mis N ets may also be obtained at Mum 
714 First St., Benicia. 


phone 745 
Vallejo, ог A. 


Ж 


end will continue every Friday and 
ticket reservations required for amaari please 
tur Musio Co. . 50% hes m. 


j 


PAGE 72 


McInerney Tadg Galleran Terry McInerney 
^ Terry Mc о 
Tadg Galleran Kristy Truelsen ватой 7 


L £ Linda Barron Dennis Kohles 


Dennis Kohles Terry McInerney 


| 


BOTTG's “Girl Crazy’ 


By Leslye Asera 
The Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group opened an exuberant dinner- 
theatre production of the Gershwin 
musical "Girl Crazy" last weekend. I 
understand the opening night perfor- 
mance experienced some technical dif- 
ficulties, but the show I saw Saturday 

night went very smoothly, 


Although the plot of the show leaves 
much to be desired, the music more 
than makes up for this weakness. Some 
of the famous musical numbers include 

I Got Rhythm", 
and "Strike Up 


Johnny із the story's hero, an ех ТУ 
cowboy, transplanted to Custerville, 
Arizona to try im hand at real-life ran 
ehing. He is trying to win the love of 
Molly, the local mail person. Shadows 
from his past emerge, however, to 
break up this newly sparked romance. 
Sam, Jobnny's former agent, wants to 
sign Johnny to a new Hollywood con- 
tra«C Kate, а past love interest, 

ives with her ex-husband and ac- 
‘companist Zoli, to re-light the torch 
with Johnny, 


Two Custerville crooks also have a 
ko at destroying Johnny. Snake Eyes 
and Belle, owners of a crooked с 
room, frame Johnny with a murder 
to keep him from closing them down. 
but of course, in the end, love conqu 


all. 1 
Terr; ney comes acros ув, 
| Sj Ее y s 


well as the hanwome hero. In his first 
stage appearace, Mr, Melnernoy 
shows great реипізе dramatically as 
well as musieall), 

Kristy Тигівеп, as Johnny's 
sweetheart Moly, brings a beautiful 
voice to the production as well as 
above average «cting ability. Her tip- 
sey rendition о "Sam and Delilah" із 
excellent, as ає her numbers with 
Johnny, "Emlraceable You" and 
“Could You UseMe", 

The parts o Kate and Zoli are 
played by BUTG familiars Linda 
Barron and Demis Kohles. Ms. Barron 
has a great time with Kate, playing the 
clawing, “jealois female" to the hilt, 
Unfortunately ihe doesn't have the 
strong soulful гоїсе necessary to do 
justice to her (мо solo numbers, "I've 
Got Rhythm" and "Sam and Delilah”, 

Dennis Kohle: iş absolutely delight- 
ful as Zoli, thd gidi chasing, European 
pianist, complite with леси Ніз рег- 
formance із erbp, eledin, very fun 
пу, He alone |) аз absurd $ the plot, 
andit works! 


bettor en- 
uffod lines 
lolo "Tve Got 
İce, 
These player rely up 
beat chorus eon hesh- 
moving 


° aot) 


/A Gershwin triumph 


Director Jim “Nielsen is to be 
congratulated for introducing several 
different staging) effects with good 
results, Chorus members gradually 
trickled onto the stage while dinner 
was still being served, to goabout their 
business on the Custerville Grand 
Hotel зей а littl pantomime to set the 
mood. The bartonder, Joan Harris, had 
a lovely time ridding the place of 
crawling insects with the bottom of hor 
shoe. And sa the|flea-bag environment 
of the hotel became evident. 

The ехсеПепф barbershop quartet 
was presented ід a spotlight, almost as 
an olio, in the fist number "Bidin" My 
Time", and later uring scene changes. 

Technical diretor and set designer 
Doug Ham gave the stage a new 
dimension with 3 revolving set, so that 
the Grand Hotel and Johnny's ranch 
could both be cualistically portrayed. 
BOTTG usually make do with only one 
set. 

Although tbe musicians accom- 
paning the show featured an excellent 
planist, Kris Hürper, the remainder of 
the group seeried weak, as if same of 
the necessary instruments were 
missing, 1 sonally would have 
preferred just the piano. 

A yery gnód dinner was served 
befor} the зі) t The food was plentiful 
~~ hd ə” t-euoked flavor, instvar 


Vi nenfenven 


p 
crazy ala С^. 
"emma CAST OF GIRL З ' А durenicia Herald, Friday, March 30, 1979 
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cierne. ва leer ko 3 
Pussy inn. Chango! 
Mend, tattered, shows the mystenous deter to 
- ier od de Histangua. who explores 
хм HER EAR recognizes the нтс as 


1979 


A snitter of bran 
Miet on хей 
as pleasure during the delirious second act. 

The director of the mad and wonderfully entertaining 
action onstage is Harry Diavatis, who has done an admir- 
də oo m Hn this famous farce and in arranging 

ately com 
mapang Е Brem e 
im Harper of Pleasant Hill (a famil ular 
figure on the Civic Arts stage) SUNT nc dö mə of 
Chandel/Poche with rollicking success. Dave Custodio 


convulses the audience both with and without hls silver 
lat Gara, who was instrumental in the orqani- 


Friday, October 19, 1979 


~ she Soldno College Viva  Oclober 19, 19 


“A Flea in Her Ear" 


Comedy play produced 


““An Evening with a French 
Flair" is the title given to 
` Benicia Old Town Group's 
production of Georges 
““Feydeau”$ "A Flea in Нег Ear.” 
This adult comedy opened 
1 Oct. 12 with a special cham- 
i pagne gala and is presented as 
dinner theatre. 
The cast is headed by Jim 
. Marper of Pleasant Hills, a | t | 
> <e р і veteran of the Вепісіа stage, in i OW N 
ШЕН AL. ы“ | the double role of Chandel, а BR ХМ 
“Ra е 1 Al ntt 36 ^ ў 2 French insurance man, and Betty McFadden 
p LL в) ( р / м er | ] Poche, 2 hotel porter. Jan 
a. 27% "am^ 5, (99 | O'Gara, who has been in many able guest at the “Pretty Pussy 
AN Contra Costa productions Inn." Yvonne, wife of Chandel, | 
ADULT COMEDY and premiers on the Benicia is Merry Curran of Benicia. | 


IN THRE . | stage in Flea, is Lucienne, a Martin “Red” Levine, is ! ч 
ECTS beautiful and sophisticated Don Homenides del Aghast at boing decr Dom) and Сати 


, French lady who causes most Histanguie, the passionate 2 
of the complications. Spaniard. Bill Barron ої! Friday and Saturday evenings through Nov. 17. 
Featured a POPE of Benicia is Tournel, a French 
B | the “Pretty Pussy Inn” are Don Juan. Fred Hunter is 
leo | Doc Scortt of Orinda, Baptistin, the decoy at the 
SO ey Barnett Shaw | and Betty McFadden “Pretty Pussy Inn.” 

of Fairfield, who has performed The elaborate set was 
in many local productions, designed and executed Бу 
DIRECTED BY who makes her debut on the Doug Ham. Harry Diavatis is 
HARRY DIAV. Benicia stage in “Flea.” TWO director. | 
ATIS lovely French maids enliven Reservations аге required 
matters and are played by and may be obtained by call- 
| Amy Osterholm of Orinda ing (707) 745-1491. Tickets are 
| and Janice Cooper of Benicia. 611 for dinner and the show. 
| The talented valet is portrayed They can be obtained from 
| by Patrick Payton of Martinez. Wolff's Drugs in Benicia 
| “YA society doctor is portrayed and Munter Music in Vallejo. 
| by Danny Clark of Benicia. The production runs Friday 
| Dave Custodio of Ап- and Saturday evenings through 
| tioch is Camille, Chandel's November 17. Dinner is at 
| cousin and secretary. Doug 7:15 p.m., with an 8:30 p.m. 

| Ham of Concord is a fashion- curtain... 


Production Designed By Doug Ham 


m 


% 


eatre has a winn 


Lal 
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Ооп River” opens tonight 


‘nd Saterday even 
€ opening weekend 
“nicin Old Town 
up's production of 
Masters "Spoon 
* at the IDES 
est J St. 

* is a collection of 
з and conversations 
itizens of the town 
Ver, who lived from 
УП War era until 
have ‘passed aver’ 
ck on their earthly 
brittle humor and 
ate hindsight, mix 
‘hteous indignation 
ling descriptions of 
5 and twists of fate 

"need their lives. 
has enhanced and 
the feel ої 
espoused in "Spoon 
„Several homespun 
he J Street String 
ay after the perfor. 
"ning weekend, br- 
olk tunes, which are 
part of the play, up 
е band is a popular 
Tass and country 
ch has established 
owing in the area. 
ow entertainment 
in the price of ad- 
Opening weekend 


5 of the art ої 
Ш be exhibited on 
the hall during the 
of the show. Hope 
d members of the 
Strait Stitchers, a 
iting society, have 
reral antique ex- 
this fine American 
the enjoyment of 

т” patrons. One сап 
gine some of the 
racters in the show 
the pieces 


ç edibles for the 
1 be Kevin McCall. 
th the theme of Бе 
lll be offering cheese 
nd appropriate 


cocktails will be 
om 7:30 p.m. with 
tain. The bar staff 


Pictured from BOTTG's “Spoon River” are (back row) Donna Nunes, 
auto harp, Tom Murphy, musical advisor, Steve Tufft, guitar, actor 
Matt Cater, (middle row) Susan Harlow, Georgia Taylor Benedice, 
Claudia Yuhas, and (seated) Kenn Stevens. 


will be offering Irish Coffees 
for the first time during this 
show. 

Patrons who attend opening 
weekend of 'Spoon River', in 
addition to being able to enjoy 
the music of the J Street Str- 
ing Band, will be eligible for 
preferred seating during the 
Gala Opening Weekend of the 
group's spring musical 'Side By 
Side By Sondheim”, 
Celebrating the anniversary of 


BOTTG s twentieth year, the 
group will award a trip for two 
to the MGM Grand in Reno to 
some lucky 'Sondheim' open- 
ing weekend patron. 

"Spoon River' is directed by' 
Benician Linda Barron, and will 
run Friday and Saturday even- 
ings through Feb. 18, Tickets 
are $6.50.and may be reserved 
by calling 746-1269. Remaining. 
unreserved tickets will b/ 
available at the door. 


Opening 
is next 
Friday 


Keeping the evenings 
lively in the town ої 
Spoon River are "ladies 
af the night" Daisy Fraser 
(Claudia Yuhas) and 
seated, Aner Clute (Sue 
Marloe), in the Benicia 

Towa Theatre 
Group production of 
Fdgar Lee Masters’ 
‘Spoon River Anthology’, 
opening lan. 27 at 0:10 
p.m. at the IDES Hall, 
140 West | 5t. i 
weekend audience will 
enjoy the music of the | 
Street String Band after 
the show. Tickets are 
$6.50. For reservations, 
call 746-1269. 


Georgia Benedict Taylor 
Claudia Yuhas 


28A—Thé NAPA REGISTER 


Matt Cater 
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Benicia's J Street String Band 
` to play for after-show parties 


The J Street String 
| Band, headed by two 
|local bluegrass musi 

cians, is gaining а 
reputation in Benicia. 
Formed two years ago 
by Orfita and Carl 
‘Nelson, the String 
| Band plays regularly at 
the Bronze Seal and at 
¡Sam's Harbor. Most 
;recently they have 
| agreed to provide some 
{of their special tunes 
for opening weekend 
| patrons who come to 
isee the Benicia Old 
¡Town Theatre Group 
¡production of 'Spoon 
[River Anthology”. 

| They are donating 
the Friday and Satur- 
[day night perfor- 
mances, Jan. 27 and 28, 
in the interest of help- 
ing another performing 
arts group. BOTTG 
welcomes the band as a 
perfect finish to a very 
homespun evening. 
Edgar Lee Masters’ 
play is a collection of 
small scenes and con- 
versations quoted by 
the citizens of the town 
of Spoon River, who 
have 'passed over' and 
are looking back at 
their life experiences. 

The show includes 
many simple and lovely 
folk tunes which pro- 
vide a rich, Americana 
quilted background for 
the play. The addition 
of the J Street Band as 
after - show entertain- 
ment seems especially 
appropriate. 

Orifta, who sings and 
plays lead guitar, has 
lived in Benicia all of 
her life, and in fact, she 
says, in the same 
house. Husband Carl 
plays stand-up bass and 
helps with harmonies. 

Their three children 
are also musically in- 
clined, with 10 year old 
Becky occasionally 
singing with the band. 
Kenny, age 11, plays 
trumpet and Amy, age 
15 sings in the choir at 
School. 

Band member Billy 
Stowell is also a 
Benicia resident, and 
plays mandolin and 
harmonica. Originally 
from Maine, he met 


Saturday, February, 4, 1984 


Cast rises above 
material in latest 
BOTTG offering 


J Street String Band members Tom Caffrey, Carl Nelson and Ога Nelson. 


Carl when both were 
members of a band 
called Union Creek. 
Helping on mandolin is 
Mark Johnson, who 
also plays banjo. 

"The group is lucky to 
have two additional 
performers who have 
gained national 
recognition from 
bluegrass fans. 

Former Benicia resi- 
dent Keith Little is a 
top fiddle and banjo 
player. He can be heard 
on the 'Music from the 
Gold Country' album 
with Vern Williams 
and on a new record by 
Rose Maddox, one of 


By L. PIERCE CARSON 
Register Staff Writer 

BENICIA — "Where are Elmer, Her- 
man, Bert, Tom and Charley, the weak of 
the will, the strong of the arm, the clown, 
the boozer, the fighter? All, all, are 
sleeping on the іші.” 

"That's the opening stanza of Edgar Lee 
Masters’ "Spoon River Anthology," a 
collection of poetic portraits of the inhab- 
itants of a small Midwestern town. 

So begins a sequence of short related 
poems, or epigrams, by which inhabitants. 
ot Spoon Hiver speak intimately of them- 

ucrobiographies, revealing 
lives from the vantage 
punt of the grave 

ihe authors ghosts gossip candidly 
about one another, fearless in their reye- 
lanons of imamate details of опе am- 
беге lives, and, when first published 
much to the chagrin of early 29th century 
America 

When "Spoon River Anthology" first 
appeared in 1915, it was hailed аң à new 
tom ol literary expression, a break. 
thruagh in its candid treatment of small 
Uran mares 

Tue work was subsequently staged and 
in the early 19608 achieved some noto- 
пеїу on Broadway 

The stage play has been revived by 
Hemme Old Town Theatre Group as part 
of its current жама |н opened in DES 
Halt last Friday пари and is playing 

ги od Saturday каф Ав throws Feb 
la BUTTU generally stages diner 


theater, this offering is not presented in 
that vein, Instead, desserts and drinks 
are olfered patrons prior to the 8:30 p.m. 
curtain, 

‘To be honest, this is not a work for the 
casual theatergoer. 

The setting is a graveyard, not an “up” 
locale, to be sure. The audience mects 
dozens of characters who relate their 
lives, loves, disappointments and so on in 
short epitaphs. For this viewer, the work 
зе d terribly dated, almost a museum 
piece. Even an excellent cast couldn't, if 
youll pardon the phrase, breathe much 
іме inta the piece 

Hut "Spoon River Anthology" is a 
«азме and, as stich, really should be 
either read ог seen 1 would recommend a 
visit to IDES Hall as this first-rate cast 
vall do all the work for you 

Particularly outstanding in a variety of 
rotes are Georgia Taylor Benedict and 
Kenn Stevens, while Jum Nieisen, Claudia 
Yuhas, Susan Harloe and Matt Cates also 
fare quite well, creating new personae 
every Low minutes 

Musicians Steve Tefft, Donna Nunes 
and Dale Yost provide superb music 
throughout the evening 

The direction by Linda Barron leaves 
e (o be desired and Doug Ham s. set 
єз the proper mood for all occasions. 
la short, the production rixes bead and 
»ivaskters above the materia) A hallmark 
t magi hav 
^ аа öt s sill а cut above works 
inat have succeeded it 


Claudia Yuhas (seated) 


Matt Cates але 


Georgia Taylor Benedict appear in Beni- 
cia М Town Theatre Group s production 


« қаш 


Lee Masters Spoon Hiver 


America's original 
bluegrass singers. 
Tom Caffrey, on 
dobro, has traveled all 
over the world and the 
United States with the 
Cafirey Family Band 
and has appeared on 
many albums in his 35 
years as a performer. 
The Caffrey family par- 
ticipated in the 
Festival of American 
Folklife, sponsored by 
the Smithsonian In- 
stitution and the Na- 
tional Park Service to 
celebrate the Bicenten 
nial. They also traveled 
extens'vely overseas 
регіо: ing in USO 


ty 


shows in Japan, 
Philippines 
Hawaii. 

Those interested in 
catching the band this 
weekend сап cal 
746-1269 for reserved 
seats. Tickets are $4.50 
for the play plus the 
after show part 
Doors open at 7. 
with a nohost bur an 
dessert available 
before curtain time. 

Opening weekend 
patrons will also be 
eligible for 
seating for 
spring production 
the musical "Бі 
Side by Sondheim’. 


Anthotog) mow at LORS Най, 140 West J 
Saturday 


SL, Benicia, 
thomh Feb. 18 
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Fridays aad 


SIDE mY SIDE BY SONDHEIM 


1984 Benen Herald 3/31 
Behind the scenes 
ка 


urrentiy bein 
өр at DES Най. 


e бу Side by Sondi 
od, but a bit over 


rofession qe, bat 


Ma _ 
| 
Hard at work on the set for the Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's coming production of ‘Side by Side by. 
Sondheim’ are (left to right) foreman and master carpenter Willard Daniel and assistants Joe Henderson 
and Jack Mahoney. The musical tribute to the works of Stephen Sondheim will open April 6 for а six 


weekend run through May 12. Tickets for the dinner-theatre presentation at the IDES Hall, 140 West J St. 
are $16.50 and are available by calling 746-1269. 


Benicia 
Old Town 
Theatre Group 
presents... 


the 


Directed and 
Designed by 
DOUG HAM 


47 Musical 
ff 
Ж” Direction 
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A startled Charles sees the ghost of his first wife 

Elvira for the first time in BOTTG's "Blithe Spirit", 
Opening Oct. 14 for a six week run. For tickets and 
information, call (707) 746-1269. 


4-Bonicia Horald, Friday, November 11, 1983 


Works by Muriel Evans are being featured this show by the Benicla Old Town 
Theatre Group. During performances of ‘Blithe Spirit, her large floral pieces 
tan be seen adorning the walls of the IDES Hall, 140 West ] St. Evans owes 


and operates Evans Gallery and Art Supplies, 901 First St. ‘Blithe Spi 
continues as dinner-theatre Nov. 11, 12, 18 and 19. А non-dinner show is set 
for this Sunday, Nov. 13 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets will be available at the door. For 


dinner reservations, call 746-1269. 


Madame Arcati (Georgia Taylor Benedict) center, instructs seanc ісі 
У е partici, Dr. 
London), Ruth (Rene Galleran), Charles (Dan Clark) and Mrs. goes Me Weda in Beno OM 
Town De Area of Noel Coward's comedy ‘Blithe Spirit’, which opens Friday at the 
fest J St. in Benicia for a six weekend run, ti is dinnerthe: 
n, Call 746-1269, Tickets are 516,50, E phe р гЬ 


'Blithe Spirit" расе 
needs to be quicker 


BENICIA — Deseribed as an improbable farce, 
Benicia Old Town Theatre Group's “Blithe Spirit, 
doesn't quite come up to that, or up to either good 
comedy or drama, for that matter 

Although pleasant enough at limes, the production. 
drags for nearly three hours and surely would be im- 
proved with a quicker pace and better direction. 

This is a potentially amusing story about a writer 
and his wife, Ruth, who employ a medium to perform a 
seance amd Inadvettently conjure юр the writer's de- 
ceased first wife. 

It's a good play with plenty of comic lines and 
elements of farce İt also has the potential for some 
significant revelations about the cbaracters and their 

(relationships 

But most of the comedy and virtually all the charac- 
к examination are lost in less than skillful acting anda 

ireadfully slow pace. 

And the farce is only effective in the character of 
the wacky medium Madame Ассай, played by Georgia 
Taylor Benedict. 

"The savior öt this production, Benedict creates the 
elfervescont medium whose dynamic personality ls ten- 
tatively balanced somewhere between intensity and 
total zaniness 

Benedict at times creates the classic farcical medi 
um, letting to bizarre, mystical habits, and being 
totally consumed İn ridiculous trances 

She's all the classic things one would expect a 
malum to be; draped in wizardly garb, riding into the 
living room on ber bicycle and toting a mystical handbag 
from which she produces a garlic wreath, crystal ball 
and sprinklings of things like lizard tongues. 

Sometimes a wise, mysterious visionary. Benedict 
at those times also plays Just on the edge of comedy 
especially in her righteous dedication to the world of the 
Unseen. 

Her chamelconic moods aside, Benedict's Arcati is 
captivating and commands the audiences attention 
throughout, à sólo achievement in this production. 

An effective but less than lively performance by 
Dan Clark as the remarried widower Charles. 15 com- 
plemented by the ghostly antics of his mischievous first 
йе Elvira, played by Sylvia Kratins. 

‘An ethereal beauty, Elvira ts devilish in her childish 
james and in ber taunting mockery of Charles’ second 
wife Ruth 

Kratins is effective and believable as the rein 
carnated object of Charles’ love, especially in her selfish 
and all too human schemes 

A rather simple story that could reveal a wealth ot 
Antrigue surrounding the trio. this production falls to 
fentice the audience about (hase secrets and to develop 


pirit, 


tly Elvira (Sylvia Kratins) spies on Edith (Andrea Gorman) in HOTTG's. 


‘line 


Madame Arcati, played by Georgia Taylor Ben 
with, from left, Brooks London, Rene Galleran, 


the personal conflicts written in the script 

‘As the pragmatic Ruth, Rene Galleran has some 
good moments but was ineffective by losing many tines 
to poor enunciation 

Galleran had a potentially strong stage presence as 
Charles’ more mature second wife, but her delivery is 
labored and less than convincing 

She works well with Clark however. as the couple 
create а mostly believable relationship. 

Clark seems to be а key in that achievement 
supporting Kratins as well as Galleran in the two widely 
divergent relationships 

This dinner-theater production has some good mo 
meats and would be greatly improved if only through а 
shortened performance Ume. 

Long delays between scenes and two intermissions 
in a play that follows a @-minute dinner hour, keep the 
audience in their seats for more than four hours. 

There are some cute surprises in the plot, but after 
such a long wait, the viewer could well be weary and 
thus uninterested in those rev lations. 

Those who enjoy dinner theater shouldn't miss this. 


edict, center, leads a seance 


Dan Clark, Marie Wedell 


bowever, since the light comedy production isa nice 
complement to a very pleasant ment, catered by 
Benicia's Washington House Deli 

The evening begins with no-host cocktails at 6-40 
p.m. and dinner at 7:15 p m. 

The curtain is at 8:30 p.m 

Performances continue Friday and Saturday evt- 
ningê through Nov. 19 at IDES Hall. 140 W. J St 

Reservations, $16.50, are available by calling 
740-1269 

A special non-dinner show is scheduled 8 p.m. Nov 
13 at a $8.50 ticket price 


Georgia Benedict is the 
effervescent medium whose 
personality is balanced 

between intensity and 

total zaniness. 
——— 


Opening for BOTTG show 
is only one week away 


With only a weok un- 
til opening night, the 
Benicia Old Town 
theatre Group is busy 
putting the finishing 
touches on the 
elaborate, wood 
paneled set for its pro- 
duction of Noel 
Coward's ‘Blithe 
Spirit’. 

The comedy takes 
place in the library/liv- 
ing room of British 
writer Charles Con- 
domine's home. Thanks 
to a seance conducted 
by the mystic Madame 
Arcati, the ghost of 


pears, 


The 


with 


bread 


Charles’ first wife ap: 


bit of comic stress bet- 
ween Charles and his 
second wife, 


production will 
catered 
Washington House Deli 
of Benicia. The menu 
will include green salad 


dressing, home bakod 


with fresh plum sauce, 
rice with mushrooms, 
dilled 

cheesecake 
blueberry 


coffee or tea. 

No-host cocktails will 
be available from 6:30 
pm. with dinner at 7:15 
and curtain at 8:30 p.m. 
the $16.50 tickot price 
includes dinner and the 
show. An additional 
non-dinner Sunday 
evening performance 
will take place Nov, 13, 
with a 7:30 curtain. 
tickets аге $6.50, 

‘Blithe Spirit" will 
play Friday and Satur- 
day evenings, Oct, 14 
through Nov. 19. For 
reservations, call 
746-1209. 


to cause quite a 


dinner-theatre 
bo 


by the 


creamy onion 
loaf, pork loin 
carrots, 


with 
sauce and 
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'esented through special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 


2 


icin Old Town 


Directed by Linda Barron 


Set and Lighting by Doug Ham 


TN LES аз 
RS 5 5 
5255 


Masters Conceived, adapted and arranged by Charles Aidman 


an. 27 through Feb. 18 


In review - ‘Spoon River Anthology’ 


4-Benicia Herald, Friday, February 3, 1984 


Show is emotional 


By Linda Seil 

Theatregoers expecting the 
Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group's current production of 
Edgar Lee Masters" "Spoon 
River " to be the 
kind of lighthearted presenta- 
tion typically seen an the local 
stage best 
totally 

For 


af 


the past to the present for 
those who care to listen. Six 
people wear the mantles of 
nearly 80 characters, recoun- 
ting the events and occur- 
rences which mark their post- 
Civil war lives in the town ої 
Spoon River. 


Direetor Linda Barron has 
scattered her characters like 
seeds across the stage, each 
waiting lor his or her turn to 
sprout momentarily into a 
character. Juxtaposed against 
rather bland visual effects, the 
colorful imageries they create 
burst forth like overripe fruits 
from withered skins. 


Wonderful performances are 
turned in by Georgia Taylor 
Benedict, Matt Cates, Susan 
Нагібе, Jim Nielsen, Kenn 
Stevens and Claudia Yuhas. 
The group is integrated so 
thoroughly with the prose of 
this play that all deserve equal 
accolades for carrying off this 

t work beautifully 
hile the BOTTG usually 
trates on lighter shows 
3 its twice annual dinner 


ly stunning 


theatre productions, the con- 
cept of having an interim non- 
dinner show once a year has 
allowed the group new flexibili- 
ty to explore other types of 
theatre. Though “Spoon River” 
may have a narrower base of 
appeal that standard communi- 
ty theatre fare, it aspires to 
something much greater. 


An occasionally weak mo- 
ment ог  incompletely 
developed character is im- 
mediately forgiven, for the 
message of this show runs 
clearly and with vision. There 
are few props, the movement is 
limited, but the show is emo 
tionally stunning. 

A trio of acoustic musicians 
adds depth to this production, 
and Doug Ham's stark set is ef. 
fective. Kudos must go to the 
excellent lighting technicians 
who illuminated this show 
perfectly. 

"Spoon River Anthology" 
runs Friday and Saturday 
evenings through February 18. 
Tickets at $6.50 may be гезегу 
ed by phoning 746-1269, 


\ 


де, 
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| ants of а Midwestern community reveal 


| role to another with an ease that the au- 


Kenn Stevens is Knowlt Hoheimer and Claudia Yuhas is Lydia Puckett in | 
“Spoon River Anthology,” a Benicia Old Town Theatre Group production. | 


‘Spoon River” players | 
have plenty to reveal | 


Revlewed by Abel Kessler 
Times correspondent 


BENICIA — Have you ever been curi- : 
gest te ebbe CE -E EA 
You will be amused, saddened and al. 87822» displaying clear diction and pleas- | 


ways kept interested in what the inhabit- eee s add an enjoyable di- | 


mension {о the offering. Donna Nunes at- | 
tracts attention with her autoharp while i 
Steve Tefft and Dale Yost provide guitar | 
accompaniment. Cates also contributes a | 
guitar while Yuhas shows exceptional | 
singing ability in solos. Nielsen, who has 
proven himself in the past as a dramatic | 
actor, surprised everyone by proving he 
can sing as well as he acts. Tom Murphy | 
is musical adviser. | 
The set designed by Doug Ham once 
more affirms his high place in that de- 
partment. The constant shifts in charac- 
ters are gracefully complemented by the 


In alphabetical order, the gifted play- | 
ers are Georgia Taylor Benedict, Matt 
Cates, Susan Harloc, Jim Nielsen, 


in "Spoon River Anthology," a unique 
presentation by the Benicia Old Town 
"Theater Group. 

This splendid effort affords the per- 
formers a rare opportunity to depict dif- 
ferent characters during one show. This 
six principals magically slip from one 


dience not only accepts, but heartily ap- 
proves, 

Backed up by music that fits exactly 
the moods portrayed, the players never 
leave the stage, changing costumes and 
characters in full view. props. 

The personal stories are based on the Я 
narrative poems of Edgar Lee Masters, 1 there is апу flaw — and this is real- 
When his "Spoon River Anthology" was ly being picky — there is too much of- 
published about 70 years ago, it was rec- fered In each of the two acts. Every one 
ognized as a major contribution to mod- of the stories is absorbing, but even too 
ern poetry and his status has remained much dessert can be hard to take. 
at the top. In the short autobiographical An attempt to keep track in the dra- 
monologues that make up the play, the ma of the types of persons pictured 
departed tell what life has brought them proved futile. The range ran from folks 
and what they think now that their гасе who glory in life itself to those who snuff 
has been run. out the lives of others, In between are 

Directed by Linda Barron, each per- Jove, greed and the many paradoxes of 
former takes center stage several times jife The rich who leave Spoon River 
— and all come through with such skill yearn to come back, the poor yearn to 
that no one can be singled out as the зуе, Such is life. 
star. All deserve that rating as they This show js presented Friday and 
range from humor to grief in the tales — Saturday evenings at 8:30 p.m. at Ides 
some of which could be used to.upgrade ol) through Feb. 18. For more informa-| 
soap operas of today. . вой call: (707) 746-1269. | 


Matt Cates and Georgia Taylor Benedict in ‘Spoon 


River", 


es 
v/ifh mixed emotions 


By DIANE MANN 
Times-Herald Staff Writer 


BENICIA — Spoon River rushes with a torrent of 
familiar, but bittersweet emotion in Benicia Old Town 
Theater Group's latest production “Spoon River An- 
thology.” 

Set in a fantasized, early 20th Century American 
country town, the production is a collection vignettes 
rich with truths about the timeless conflicts of the 
human heart. 

While exposing the folly of generations of American 
moral standards, the stylized play shows that the heart 
remains constant in its desire to grow, to tind love and 
happiness. 

Those who cling to tradition and social morality and 
those who violate it become of one heart in this intense 
work. It artfully studies the human desire tor fulfillment 
and poignantly reveals the pain of failing to achieve that 
goal. 

Some of the finest moments in this play, which 
opened at IDES Hall last weekend, were created by 
Matt Cates who achieved a sterling likeness to each of 
his various characters. 

Each of the cast members constantly changed to 
create the numerous characters in the Spoon River 
community who speak from the grave. The characters 

, told a timeless human story of love, hate, frustration. 
confusion and emptiness, 

That story, perhaps most importantly, asked why 
convention and social standards, rather than individual 
choice, often shape liv 

It also asked why people can be overpowered and 
crippled by the silent, invisible power of emotion 

Cates is flawless as he becomes various deceased 
men of Spoon River, He is funny and entertaining as a 
henpecked husband, wise and experienced as a chari 
table town physician and tragic as an overworked, 
underloved store keeper 

Cates spins a wonderful yarn. In a couple of sceties 
he put the andy ой the mythical front porch of bis 
American farmi 
there's a Маре separating tbe actor and audience 

His achievements don't stand alone in this prod 
uction, which also features the versatile skills of Kenn 

and Jim Nielsen, the innocent and tragic de 

тагалог of Claudia Yuhas and the seductive talents ої 
Susan Harloe and Georgia Taylor Benedict 

Stevens is al his best ақ the town's good-natured 

black man. a character who is content and satistiod 

separation frum the rest of the commute 

» in one soune the town blaciseith. clever 


(See SPOON RIVER, page 21 


Georgia Taylor Benedict (loft), Claudia Yuhas and Ма 
Cates take many rolas among the Spoon River populace. 


A Well- Done Play 


tand six people on a stage and 

'ask them to portray about 70 
characters, none of them 
receiving more than a few 
minutes for the task of revealing 
each personage. 

Boring? It should be, but it 
wasn't, 

A challenge. You bet. And 
Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group”s production of “Spoon 
River Anthology” has met the 
challenge well. 

Beginning with the downhomey 
decorations on the stairway up to 
the theater in the IDES Hall on J 
Street and continuing with the 
quilts, red table cloths and wood- 
spoon dolls setting the mood, the 


| journey back to the small town of 


Spoon River is worth the trip. 
The danger with this play, 


| adapted from the original 1915 


poetry of Edgar Lee Masters, is 
not frothiness but the opposite: 
the characters reveal truths 
about themselves and their 
culture that threaten to sink the 
play with gloom. 

Indeed, when Masters first 


| published the work the reaction 


was one of shock at Біз harsh 
perceptions ої the dimensions of 
individual suffering and 
viciousness. 

Just in the nick of time, 


however, after we have dip 
quickly beneath the picasa 
Surfaces of these townspeo 
the darkness, we meet a fes 
characters who seem to hat 
succeeded living Ше both гі 
and cheerfully, a ráre сопа 
in this collection. 

Offering an uncommonly 
performance is Matt Cates, 
takes roles аз the “solid” ej 
— lawyers, doctors, judges 
the like — as well as thase ¢ 
“plain” older men, His enti 
body conveys the feelings o 
characters, and excellent 
attention is given to the valı 
pauses. 


Other strong performance 
were offered by Kenn Steve 
drunks, confused soldiers, 
scoundrels and the like) ans 
Nielsen, the ladies’ man. 

Adding to the evening are, 
series of folk tunes, some of 
familiar (“Who Knows Whe 
бош',” “Sow Took the Mea! 
and others written for the p 
Two guitarists added their 
but Donna Nunes with her 
autoharp and superb folk a) 
areal charmer. The other f 
vocalist, and also actress, 
Claudia Yuhas, suffered fri 
hardness both in ber voice» 


her acting. 
Georgia Taylor Benedict 
Susan Harloe were cast lar 


desserts and a revealing lor 
humanity. 


woman of her vouth and beauty and rob a 


strength, pride and tendergess. 


The characters also show how too mach work 
mot enough love can lead to an carly grave, and bow 
selfishness and greed lead to destruction 
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Alison Woolley (left) and Kristy Barber-llusorio (right) extol the virtues of “a certain grocery clerk” (Dan 
\‘ohnson) in ‘Can That Boy Fox Trot’, from BOTTG's ‘Side by Side by Sondheim’. 
y 


^ 
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By Linda Sell tributing to the slick, professional pace of tl 
"The Benicia Old Town Theatre Group has show. 
iturned its spotlight on songwriter and lyricist Johnson, a Benician who teaches elementat 
|Stephen Sondheim, and the result is an evening music in Benicia's schools, has really come int 
rich in stirring music and lively humor. his own with this show, though he has perform 
The five-member cast is skillfully directed ed in numerous BOTTG productions in the past. 
through its melodic/comedic paces by Benician His voice is stronger than ever, he is relaxed 
|Doug Ham, who also designed the simple but and polishéd and. a total delight to watch, 
| stunning set for this production. especially when he teams up, with tongue firmly 
| Local theatre-goers will also recognize the implanted in cheek, with Allison Woolley for 
| magic touches of Musical Director Joe Barnett, “Тһе Little Things;” all about the joys of the 
now a veteran of BOTTG productions after perfect relationship. 
Cabaret and Jacques Brel last season. Woolley's clear soprano is a strong addition to | 
Two gleaming baby grand pianos flank the — the show, as is her регі and energetic stage 
stage for a touch of true audiovisual class for presence. 
this show, which is a compendium of Sondheim Franklin is a seasoned performer, seen by 
classes, some familiar, others obscure but all Benicia audiences last year in Jacques Brel. His 
rife with his sardonic humor and social com- open, expressive face und unbounded energy 
ment, can evoke a wide spectrum of emotions from the 
The songs are delightfully strung together by | audience; from his somber "Could I Leave You?" 
high-spirited narrator Kathleen Kelly Murphy, to the silly "Buddy's Blues" a la Fred Astaire. 
whose rapport with the audience lends insight As an ensemble, the group is musically 
into the history of Sondheim's music as wellas cohesive and really fun to watch. Their har- 
provides a continuity and intimacy that is very monies are beautiful, and when they belt out 
pleasant. "You Could Drive a Person Crazy" after sticking 
Though Murphy does throw in a whimsical their gum on the microphone, you've got to love 
snippet of a tune occasionally, the musical por- "em. 
tion of the show is dominated by a four-member Again, the Washington House puts together a 
ensemble which moves through an amazing nice dinner preceding the performance, and in 
number of Sondheim's tunes smoothly and with the customary style of the BOTTG, your every 
panache. whim is attended to during cocktails and dinner. 
My favorite has to be Kristy Barber, who For a totally enjoyable evening, don't miss 
renders such show stoppers as "I'm Still Here" Side by Side by Sondheim by BOTTG...the com- 
and the familiar “Send іп the Clowns.” But  bination is a winner. 
Barber's true forte is her comedic style, which 
when combined with strong vocals, makes fo, 
dynamite renditions of "I Never Do Anything 
Twice”, in which she “trespasses on the shores 
of the double entendre" and "The Boy From," 
which is а spoof of “The Girl from Ipanema. 
Great fun. 
By no means is my praise of Barber intended 
to diminish the outstanding performances of 
nklin, Allison Woolley and Dan 
ho comprise the rest of the quartet. 
their shining moments as well as eon 
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